
 
         COUNCIL CHAMBERS 
         JUNE 26, 2024                        
 
 
 

MEETING OF THE  
COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHESTER 

 
 

A regular meeting of the Council of the City of Chester was held on the above date at 10:07am with Mayor Roots 
presiding.  A prayer was said by Chester Chaplain Bishop Kendon Gibson followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.  The roll was 
called and the following were present: 

 
Tameka Gibson 

Fred Green 
Portia West  

Shy’Quan Davis 
Mayor Stefan Roots  

 
 

Mayor Roots asked if anyone in the audience had any comments on Agenda items only.   
 

 
OLD BUSINESS: 
 
 Mayor Roots says there was an Executive Session on Monday to discuss a new Policy to implement the Ethics 
Policy.  We had a safe Summer Summit on Juneteenth Day.  Thank you to those who supplied summer activities for the Youth.  
For Safe Summer activities you can check the website at www.chestercity.com/safesummer. I presented to the Business 
Community the Official State of the City.  There will be a video recording available soon.  I will also deliver the State of the City to 
various Residents at various locations TBA real soon.  Congratulations from Mayor, Council and all of the City of Chester to 
Jamal “Shake” Allen, Track Coach at Chester High School.  The Girls 4x400 Track Team won the State Championship!! 
 
 Councilman Davis says the Father’s Day/Juneteenth Walk/Parade was a huge success.  Thank you to everyone for 
such a wonderful event. 
 
 Councilman Green says we will be doing a Fourth of July Celebration on the 4th of July.  This year it will be at 
Memorial Park and hopefully the opening of the Pool.  It will start at 3pm. 
 
 Councilwoman Gibson says thank you Councilman Davis for the celebration for our Seniors highlighting their 
achievements. 
 
 
 
 The City Clerk proceeded with the reading of the Ordinances.  
 
 
BILL NO. 2 
ORD. ___, 2024 
 

AN ORDINANCE 
 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF CHESTER, DELAWARE COUNTY, 
PENNSYLVNIA, OF THE CODIFIED ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF 
CHESTER, PENNSYLVANIA, 1978, AS SUPPLEMENTED AND AMENDED 
TO DELETE IN ITS ENTIRETY AND REPEALING ALL THE FOLLOWING 

http://www.chestercity.com/safesummer


ORDINANCES OR PARTS OF ORDINANCES INCONSISTENT 
THEREWITH: 

 
   
  THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHESTER DOES ORDAIN: 
 
 SECTION 1: A review of the Codified Ordinances of the City of Chester has determined that certain ordinances 
are no longer reasonable and necessary and should be repealed.  Based on that review the following Articles of the Codified 
Ordinances of the City of Chester, and the Ordinances that form the basis of the following Articles, are hereby repealed in their 
entirety: 
 
   Article 1505, entitled “Life Safety Code Adopted” 
   Article 1511, entitled “Permit Fees” 
   Article 1525, entitled “Open Burning” 
   Article 1531, entitled “Explosives and Fireworks” 
   Article 1535, entitled “Gas Stations” 
   Article 1541, entitled, “Building Fire Protections Systems” 
   Article 1555, entitled “Smoke Detection System Installation” 
 
 SECTION 2: That all Ordinances or parts of Ordinances inconsistent with the Provisions of this Ordinance are 
hereby repealed.  If any section, part or clause of this Ordinance is declared invalid or unconstitutional by a court of competent 
jurisdiction, the reminder of this Ordinance shall remain valid and in full force and effect. 
    

On motion of Councilor West, seconded by Councilor Green, Bill No. 3, 2024 was PASSED ON ITS FIRST READING.   
 
Mayor Roots says these Ordinances are not necessary because they fall under the International Fire Code and the City 
has adopted the Fire Code. 
 

The following vote was taken:  Yeas:  Gibson, Green, West, Davis, Mayor Roots.  Nays: 0 
 
 

The City Clerk proceeded with the reading of the Resolutions. 
 
RESOLUTION 

 
 THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHESTER DOES RESOLVE: 
 
 That it does hereby approve the Consulting Agreement submitted by PMT Consulting, LLC, to provide a written review 
of the City’s Parking Management operations through a comprehensive review of the City’s direct pass-through service costs, 
assess lot operations, and appraise parking enforcement effectiveness. 
 
 FURTHER, that it does ratify the execution of the Consulting Agreement by the proper City official, for and on behalf of 
the City of Chester. 
 
 FURTHER, said agreement is contingent upon the final approval of the City Solicitor. 
 

On motion of Councilor West, seconded by Councilor Green, the above Resolution was adopted.  The following vote 
was taken:  Yeas:  Gibson, Green, West, Davis, Mayor Roots.  Nays: 0 
 
RESOLUTION 
 
 THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHESTER DOES RESOLVE: 
 
 That it does hereby approve the Master Service Agreement submitted by GLS Professional Services, LLC, to partner 
with the City’s Finance Department to set purchasing and procurement disciplines, by creating and implementing tools, 
techniques and templates that will contribute to the city’s overall efficiency and effectiveness in procurement activities. 



 
 FURTHER, that it does ratify the execution of the Master Service Agreement by the proper City official, for and on 
behalf of the City of Chester. 
 
 FURTHER, said agreement is contingent upon the final approval of the City Solicitor. 
 

On motion of Councilor West, seconded by Councilor Green, the above Resolution was adopted.  The following vote 
was taken:  Yeas: Gibson, Green, West, Davis, Mayor Roots.  Nays: 0.   
 
RESOLUTION 
 
 THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHESTER DOES RESOLVE: 
 
 That it does hereby promote Christopher McBreen from the position of Battalion Chief to the position of Deputy Chief, 
Bureau of Fire, Department of Public Safety, effective July 1, 2024, with a thirty (30) day probationary period, at the salary range 
as provided in the Annual Appropriation Ordinance. 
 

On motion of Councilor West, seconded by Councilor Green, the above Resolution was adopted.  The following vote 
was taken:  Yeas:  Gibson, Green, West, Davis, Mayor Roots.  Nays: 0 
 
RESOLUTION 
 

THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHESTER DOES RESOLVE: 
 
 That it does hereby promote Brian Decker from the position of Captain to the position of Battalion Chief, Bureau of Fire, 
Department of Public Safety, effective July 1, 2024, with a thirty (30) day probationary period, at the salary range as provided in 
the Annual Appropriation Ordinance. 
 

On motion of Councilor West, seconded by Councilor Green, the above Resolution was adopted.  The following vote 
was taken:  Yeas:  Gibson, Green, West, Davis, Mayor Roots.  Nays: 0 
  
RESOLUTION 
 
 THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHESTER DOES RESOLVE: 
 
 That it does hereby promote Andrew Fridley from the position of Firefighter to the position of Captain, Bureau of Fire, 
Department of Public Safety, effective July 1, 2024, with a thirty (30) day probationary period, at the salary range as provided in 
the Annual Appropriation Ordinance. 
 

On motion of Councilor West, seconded by Councilor Green, the above Resolution was adopted.  The following vote 
was taken:  Yeas:  Gibson, Green, West, Davis, Mayor Roots.  Nays: 0 
 
RESOLUTION 
 
 WHEREAS, on September 13, 2017, Chester City Council approved a Resolution to authorize the creation of a 
summer internship program; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the program’s intent is to provide high school students with an opportunity to gain real-world experience 
and develop skills in an office setting during the summer months; and 
 
 WHEREAS, currently the City allows high school students who are residents and are or will be 16 years of age by the 
start of the program to participate; and 
 
 WHEREAS, after further consideration, Council has determined that lowering the start age for the program may be 
beneficial to students. 
 



 NOW, THEREFORE, THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF THE CITY OF CHESTER DOES RESOLVE: 
 
 That it does hereby authorize the change of the age requirement to participate in the City of Chester’s summer 
internship program, to offer an opportunity to high school students who reside within the City of Chester, who are or will be 15 
years of age by the start of the program. 
 
 FURTHER, said program parameters are contingent upon final approval of the City Solicitor. 
 

On motion of Councilor West, seconded by Councilor Green, the above Resolution was adopted.   
 

Councilman Green recognizes Dr. Green, Chester Education Foundation, who supports this. 
 
Mayor Roots says this is a part of our Safe Summer Summit. 
 
Councilwoman West says you’re really supportive of our Youth here in the City of Chester and were just glad to have 
you on our team. 

 
The following vote was taken:  Yeas:  Gibson, Green, West, Davis, Mayor Roots.  Nays: 0 

 
RESOLUTION 
 
 THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHESTER DOES RESOLVE: 
 
 That it does hereby authorize the submission of an application to the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania Department of 
Environmental Protection for the Zero Emission Vehicle Grant, for the purpose of funding the Public Works fleet replacement, in 
an amount not to exceed $1,575,074.00. 
 
 FURTHER, it does hereby authorize the proper City official to submit the application for and on behalf of the City of 
Chester. 
 

On motion of Councilor West, seconded by Councilor Green, the above Resolution was adopted.   
 

Councilman Green says the City is doing its part to go by turning our gas fleet into electric fleet. 
 
The following vote was taken:  Yeas:  Gibson, Green, West, Davis, Mayor Roots.  Nays: 0 

 
RESOLUTION 
 
 WHEREAS, a request has been made to the City of Chester for the installation of an honorary street sign to 
commemorate the service and dedication of the late Reverend Dr. J. Pius Barbour, along a portion of Baker Street between 
Edwards Street and Central Avenue; and 
 
 WHEREAS, Reverend Dr. J. Pius Barbour served as the pastor of Calvary Baptist Church from 1934 until his death in 
1974.  Dr. Barbour was trained at Morehouse College and Crozer Theological Seminary.  Later he taught at Tuskegee Institute 
and pastored churches in Texas, Alabama and Indiana.  During his pastorate, Dr. Barbour served as an elected delegate to the 
Baptist World Alliance in Copenhagen, Denmark and the World Assembly of Churches in Amsterdam.  In addition, Dr. Barbour 
mentored the late Reverend Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. while King attended Crozer Theological Seminary from 1948-1951; and 
 
 WHEREAS, Dr. Barbour made significant contributions, to Calvary Baptist Church, the residents of the City of Chester 
and the world. 
  
 NOW, THEREFORE, THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF THE CITY OF CHESTER DOES RESOLVE: 
 
 That it does hereby authorize the installation of an honorary street sign, renaming the portion of Baker Street between 
Edwards Street and Central Avenue – Reverend Dr. J. Pius Barbour Way, as tribute to his dedication to the advancement of our 
community. 



 
 FURTHER, it does authorize the Department of Public Works to order and install the aforementioned sign. 
 

On motion of Councilor West, seconded by Councilor Green, the above Resolution was adopted.   
 

Councilwoman West says he was a great man and his leadership was impeccable. 
 
Mayor Roots says this man was a larger than life hero here in the City of Chester. 
 

The following vote was taken:  Yeas:  Gibson, Green, West, Davis, Mayor Roots.  Nays: 0 
 
RESOLUTION 
 
 THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHESTER DOES RESOLVE: 
 
 That it does hereby appoint Adelaide Evans, as a member of the Chester Parking Authority Board, to fill the expired 
term of Marnie Hudson, term to expire December 31, 2025. 
 

On motion of Mayor Roots, seconded by NONE, the above Resolution was not adopted.   
 
RESOLUTION 
 
 THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHESTER DOES RESOLVE: 
 
 That it does hereby appoint Elizabeth Williams, as a member of the Chester Parking Authority Board, to fill the expired 
term of Pamela Haynes, term to expire December 31, 2026. 
 

On motion of NONE, NO VOTE, the above Resolution was not adopted.   
 

RESOLUTION 
 
 THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHESTER DOES RESOLVE: 
 
 That it does hereby appoint the following individuals to the position of Patrol Officer, Chester Police Department, 
effective July 1, 2024, with a one (1) year probationary period, on a full-time basis, with all benefits applicable thereto, at the 
salary range provided in the Annual Appropriation Ordinance. 
 

1. Ashby Shatteen-Brown 
2. Michael Tierney 
3. Brandon Chamberlain 

 
 FURTHER, said Patrol Officers are required to reside in the City of Chester for the first five (5) years of employment 
and must submit proof of residency to the Human Resources Department within three (3) months of their date of hire.  
Thereafter, they may maintain their residence within fifty (50) miles of City Hall. 
 

On motion of Councilor West, seconded by Councilor Green, the above Resolution was adopted.   
 

Mayor Roots says we’re so happy to have you. 
 
The following vote was taken:  Yeas:  Gibson, Green, West, Davis, Mayor Roots.  Nays: 0 

 
RESOLUTION 
 
 THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHESTER DOES RESOLVE: 
 



 That it does hereby appoint the following individuals to the position of Police Cadets, Chester Police Department, 
effective July 8, 2024, at an hourly rate of fifteen dollars ($15.00) per hour, on a per diem basis, not to exceed 8 hours per day, 6 
days per week, with no benefits. 
 

1. Leroy Whitaker 
2. Angel Carrion, Jr. 

 
 FURTHER, said Police Cadets shall attend the Delaware County Community College Academy to receive the required 
police certification and successfully complete all other pre-employment requirements. 
 

On motion of Councilor West, seconded by Councilor Green, the above Resolution was adopted.  The following vote 
was taken:  Yeas:  Gibson, Green, West, Davis, Mayor Roots.  Nays: 0 
 
 
Swearing-In: 
 Christopher McBreen from Fire Battalion Chief to Fire Deputy Chief 
 Brian Decker from Fire Captain to Fire Battalion Chief 
 Andrew Fridley from Firefighter to Fire Captain 
 
Mayor Roots recognizes two former Commissioners’ of the Chester Fire Department, William Rigby and James 
Johnson. 
 
Police Commissioner Gretsky recognizes Police Cadets Carrion and Whitaker and also, Patrol Officers Shatteen-Brown, 
Tierney and Chamberlain. 
 
Mayor Roots recognizes our new Public Works Director, Andrew Hayman. 
 
 
PRESENTATION BY PREMIUM PARKING (ATTACHMENT #1) 
 
 
 
REPORTS: 
 
Budget and Finance Committee:  
Chair Davis, Roots, West  
The Committee has not met since the last Council Meeting; there are no future meetings scheduled at this time. 
 
Community and Economic Development Committee:  
Chair Gibson-Williams, Green, Davis  
The Committee has not met since the last Council Meeting; there are no future meetings scheduled at this time.  
 
Human Resources, Administration, and Appointments Committee:  
Chair Roots, Davis, Gibson-Williams  
The Committee has not met since the last Council Meeting; there are no future meetings scheduled at this time.  
 
Parks and Recreation Committee:  
Chair Green, West, Davis  
The Committee has not met since the last Council Meeting; there are no future meetings scheduled at this time.  
 
Public Safety Committee:  
Chair Roots, Gibson-Williams, Green  
The Committee met on June 24, 2024, at 1:00pm; there are no future meetings scheduled at this time.  
 
Public Works Committee: 
Chair West, Green, Gibson-Williams 



The Committee has not met since the last Council Meeting; there are no future meetings scheduled at this time.  
 
Rules, Chambers, Intergovernmental Relations, and Strategy Committee: 
Chair Roots, West, Green  
The Committee has not met since the last Council Meeting; there are no future meetings scheduled at this time.  
 
CONTROLLER’S REPORT: NONE 
 
CHIEF OF STAFF REPORT:  NONE 
 
 
 

 
 

Public Comment 
 
Lynn Johnson says my comment is in reference to the Chief of Staff (he’s not in attendance).  I don’t like it when I ask a 
question and I’m told to call and I get no response.  I called him four times.  So regarding that who else can I call regarding the 
issue? 
 
Garfield Jackson, Big Brothers/Big Sisters Program says (see attachment #2). 
 
Jayci Mollichella, Chester CHIRP says (see attachment #3). 
 
Lisa Whitaker-McArthur says on People Street we need concrete barriers/bumps to slow the traffic. 
 
Mayor Roots says there will be a policy that would be crafted (for speed bumps). 
 
Livia Smith says this is the flyer (she holds up what it is for Parking) that was on was my car, not in my door.  Is there a fee to 
register your car to park in front of your house? 
 
Councilman Green says $25 a year. 
 
Ms. Smith says so I have to pay for a handicap parking fee and a parking fee for the same cars in front of my house? 
 
Mayor Roots says what this new Parking Management Company is doing is following the policies in the past. 
 
Councilwoman West says but it does have to be determined how we’re going to work this…you’re paying a fee for parking 
versus the handicap parking. 
 
Delores Shelton says I like that Ordinance about open fire because my neighbor had open fire on their back porch/yard where I 
could see the flames.  4th of July is coming and I am scared to death because they’re shooting, fire crackers, loud music after 
11p and they start at 9a.  You’re kind of late opening the pool.  Summer is half over.  Parking…I have to pay double 
(handicap/residential).   I want somebody to come to 18th Street for speeding. 
 
Ricketta Robison says I’m back again about the “No Parking” sign for Morton Avenue in the back.  Last week they was 
supposed to pick up our trash and they didn’t.  The trash is still there from last week and now tomorrow is trash day.  What’s 
going to happen? 
 
Joan Broadfield says I’m concerned about the crematorium that was built in my area during the pandemic.  One of the things 
I’m not familiar with is Zoning Ordinances.  I think that my Community can use more information on that.  Why was a 
crematorium built in a day when they are discovering how pollutant they are?  I’m asking that be something that is put on the 
agenda for looking at as to why there is a crematorium here relatively recently built and what  was the process that didn’t happen 
in my Community that we never got a notice about it.  As I think about the Parking I am concerned that the rate was really high. 
 
Mayor Roots says where this Crematorium is. 



Ms. Broadfield says 24th and Providence behind the Funeral Home. 
 
John Shelton, Sr. says (inaudible) I’m not sure why the Parking (inaudible) to the Community or told about it.  We should have 
been told about this.  It’s not enough communication.  We have to have communication. 
 
Althea Davis-Moses says poison ivy…the house next door to me has it and it’s growing over to my house and grew in my 
house on my porch.  I had to get my whole porch redone because it was growing in my house.  She shows a picture to us and 
wants to know who is going to reimburse her.  Parking (the Stadium)…someone was parked outside of my house.  So I blocked 
them in.  An argument ensued and they called the police and so did my neighbor.  No one showed at all and they were called 
three times.  Landlords…they should be accountable for their tenants’ behavior.  I saw on Facebook that I need to register my 
car.  I didn’t know if it was a scam or not. Is it a scam or do I need to come over here and register my car? 
 
Michael Lewis says I want to know if we can utilize the empty lots that we have to benefit the Community.  Can we use these 
empty spaces to accommodate our young entrepreneurs that want to sell?  Can we also use these spaces to possibly make 
money for our own Parking (inaudible) all the revenue?  To any Senior that is here I offer free senior services for you.  I can be 
reached at mlewispanotary. 
 
Brown Williams says (he talks about parking near Smedley and Widener in the past) are you’ll going to do that with the whole 
City. 
 
Mayor Roots says no. 
 
Mr. Williams says I paid my taxes on the corner of 5th Street for a hundred years and now my taxes go all the way out to 
Norristown.  How you going to know how much money you getting when your money is leaving town?  Your money should be in 
your City.  One of you’ll should be over that like it was years ago.  The Park for the Children (Memorial) that hole is not safe.  
We’re paying for Stormwater and I have to clean the drain. 
 
Mayor Roots says I think what you’re saying is once upon a time Chester City government received/processed tax dollars for 
City/County/School District taxes.  We don’t do that anymore.  Downstairs we just take City taxes.  The other Organizations 
(School District/County) they have their place to send your tax dollars to.   
 
Amin Abdul Salim says there’s a lot of people making comments.  We are struggling to get to the proper understanding.  That’s 
the spirit we need to get to.  All that we have come through.  God is going to be giving us (inaudible). 
 
 

**Public Comment addresses are in the City Clerk’s Office 
 

 
 
Rosetta Carter says thank you for coming to be a part of the blood drive.  I want to commend Mayor and Council…I don’t know 
who was in charge of the grass cutting in the park for Juneteenth, they did a superb job.  It was well manicured.  Fan Give 
Away…there are eligibility requirements.  It will be on July 1st.   If you have questions you can reach me at 610-447-7700 ext. 
7955.  We do have cooling stations (The Access Center/Booker T. Washington Community Center).  I will be visiting the cooling 
stations just to make sure people are utilizing it. 
 
 

 
MAYOR AND COUNCIL REMARKS 

 
Councilman Green says there will be a 4th of July celebration on 4th of July, 3p @ Memorial Park.  It’s also going to be the day 
that we finally open the Pool.  It will be free that day and all Summer.   
 

Councilman Green leaves at 12:21pm 
 
 



Councilwoman Gibson says there will be a grab and go food distribution by Moravia Cares on a First Come First Serve Basis 
and other available resources on Friday, June 28, starting at 1pm on 7th and Avenue of the States.  There is also another camp 
at Worship Praise Life Center.  It’s called the Glass Camp.  It’s from 8a-5p.  The cost is $150.00.  Over at Career Link, if the 
Mothers are trying to find a job there is a $4,000 grant per household.  So spread the word to let them now there is a resource 
available to them.  Thank you Mr. Michael Lewis for offering help to our Seniors. 
 
Councilwoman West says there has been five infant deaths since January/February.  To try to combat this type of thing 
Keystone First is sponsoring a Mommy & Me Event this Friday, June 28, from 12p-4p.  Please let young Mother’s know. 
 
Councilman Davis says I have partnered with the African American Male Wellness Agency and well as the National Center for 
Urban Affairs to sponsor 50 of our young people from the City of Chester to have a full day of Eagles experience with the 
Philadelphia Eagles on July 18.  Free!!  We’re looking for ages 8-18.  My information is sdavis@chestercity.com and/or 835-220-
5130. 
 
Mayor Roots says (see attachments # 4 and 5).  I am not going to apologize for the price/that there was a price for attendance 
at the State of the City that was held at Widener University yesterday.  That was sponsored by the Delaware County Chamber of 
Commerce.  That was their program.  This is not new for them to charge for their States Of.  We attended the State of the County 
just a few weeks prior and we paid to attend there.  They’ve been hosting the State of the City in Chester for 20 years and for 20 
years they’ve been charging.  It’s nothing new.  It’s nothing that we were trying to prevent people from coming from.   
 
 

There being no other business to come before Council, the meeting was adjourned at 12:38pm. 
  
 
        Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
JUNE 26, 2024       Candice Newsome, City Clerk 
 

mailto:sdavis@chestercity.com

