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~)) BigBrothers
Big Sisters.

INDEPENDENCE

_ 100 North 20th Street, 5th Floor
Philadelphia, PA 19103
215-790-9200
independencebigs.org

WHAT IS COMMUNITY-BASED
MENTORING?

Spending time together out in the local community is
how Bigs and Littles develop their relationship. After
all, to change a child's perspective of the world, you
need to spend time out in it.

PROGRAM DETAILS

A volunteer mentor (Big) is matched with a mentee
(Little) who lives within 30 minutes of where they live.
Bigs pick up their Little from their home and take them
out to enjoy mentoring activities in the community.

HOW IT WORKS

The pair meets on weekends or after school to enjoy
one-on-one activities together like playing sports,
visiting the library, or just going for a walk and talking.

VOLUNTEER TIME COMMITMENT

Bigs spend time with their Little 2-4 times per month
and need to make a minimum one-year commitment.

BBBSI SUPPORT

Each match is professionally supported by a Match
Support Specialist. A Match Support Specialist is a Big
Brothers Big Sisters Independence (BBBSI) staff

member who provides monthly coaching and support to

the parent, child, and volunteer. The purpose of Match
Support is to ensure child safety, promote the
development of the match relationship, and encourage
positive youth development. Match Support Specialists
also provide activity suggestions, outing advice, and
community resources.

o (@bbbsindependence ®@independencebigs

@ (@independencebigs

e

Mhdnnt #5.( 1,45

THE NEED

BBBSI needs volunteers who are 21 and older and live in
our service area (Philadelphia, Chester, Delaware,
Montgomery, Burlington, Camden, and Gloucester
counties). We need committed and consistent
volunteers to help the youth on our waiting list achieve
their full potential.

BIG COUSINS

ENGAGING YOUTH WAITING TO MEET THEIR MATCH
In 2023, Big Cousins group mentoring launched with
the goal of serving children who are waiting for a one-
to-one match. BBBSI staff and volunteers facilitate
monthly group mentoring sessions where youth in our
waiting pool are invited to play games, make crafts,
and participate in workshops.

NEXT STEPS

Sign up here to start the
process of becoming a Big!
For questions about the
program, reach out our team:

Pl

volunteer@independencebigs.org

advancement@independencebigs.org

o @bigbrothersbigsistersindependence



OUR IMPACT (Lo} 3)

Mentoriﬁg plays a crucial role in shaping a child’s development, instilling confidence, resilience, and a sense of
purpose. It can have a lasting impact on their academic, social, and emotional well-being, empowering them to
reach their full potential and thrive in life.

avoided using drugs saw a positive academic impact

avoided using alcohol and tobacco w saw openness to new ideas
improved their outlook on the future : neticed improvement in social skills
advanced to the next grade level _ noticed improvement in self-confidence

UNVEILING THE
TRANSFORMATIVE
POWER OF MENTORSHIP —
MEET BIG SVENNE AND
LITTLE DOMINIC

For the past two years, Dominic and Svenne have
formed an unbreakable bond filled with adventure and
growth. Their shared love for hiking, museum visits,
and quality time with family has brought them even
closer. What sets their match apart is their
commitment to each other's personal development.

When their journey began, Dominic faced challenges
with his reading skills. Svenne stepped in, dedicating
time to read with Dominic over Facetime, igniting a
passion for learning and improvement. Within
meonths, Dominic's grandmother witnessed
remarkable progress, a testament to their dedication
and connection.

As Dominic transitions into adolescence, their bond
evolves. They've delved into the world of photography,
exploring editing techniques and engaging with a
local photography community. Svenne's unwavering
support empowers Dominic, while Svenne gains
valuable insights and skills from their shared
experiences.

This match represents just one of many inspiring and
successful stories within our program.
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YOLUNTEER ENROLLMERT FORM:
Name: Home Phonae:
Street Address: : Cell Phone:
City: Work Phone:
State: Zip: Email:
Date of Birth:

What is the best way to contact you? (Chack ona)
Employer: : -] Home Phone | | Call Phone [ Emal
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,444%0//) Ment #3

We all know that Animal Control has been a big issue in the City, but a lot of that has to do with the lack
of outside resources for pet owners in the City of Chester.

As a lot of you know, myself and a few other rescuers, been dealing with a lot of the animal control
related issues in the City for the past 5 years or so, and I've always been actively looking for solutions to
help the residents in any way that | can. Just this past week, our wonderful fire department assisted in
the rescue of a 150lb German Shepard from underneath the bump out of a home. Over the past few
months, I've been working tirelessly to figure out a way to bring more programs to the City and have
finally been successful. I've been blessed to be able to secure a partnership with Providence Animal
Center, their Pet Retention Program, and their wonderful doctor, Doctor Black. This in addition to
working with forgotten cats, has allowed for many amazing resources.

So far, we have held 3 mobile spay/neuter clinics in the City for house cats. Out of 90 available spots,
we successfully provided a surgery/nail trim/vaccines and flea treatment package to 80 cats and
forgotten cats provided those services for dozens more.

Earlier this month, we held a vaccine clinic for dogs/cats at True Vine @ 7"/Morton where we
vaccinated upwards of 80 animals. | also spent the last few weeks doing a direct outreach myself and
have hand delivered almost 200lbs of dog/cat food to citizens in need and the best part is that all of
these clinics have been brought to our constituents FOR FREE.

We're also looking to hold on an add’l vaccine and microchip clinic on August 7" just haven’t nailed
down a location.

The 4™ spay/neuter clinic for house cats — flyer outside (of Council Chambers) as of this morning there
were still 20+ spots available.
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