
 
         COUNCIL CHAMBERS 
         JUNE 12, 2024                        
 
 
 

MEETING OF THE  
COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHESTER 

 
 

A regular meeting of the Council of the City of Chester was held on the above date at 7:06pm with Mayor Roots 
presiding.  A prayer was said by Chaplain Madeline Clausell followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.  The roll was called and the 
following were present: 

 
Tameka Gibson 

Fred Green 
Portia West  

Shy’Quan Davis 
Mayor Stefan Roots  

 
 
Mayor Roots reads a statement (see attachment #1) 
 
 

On motion of Councilor West, seconded by Councilor Green, the minutes of the previous meeting (May 8, 2024 and 
May 29, 2024) were approved.  The following vote was taken:  Yeas:  Gibson, Green, West, Davis, Mayor Roots.    Nays: 0. 
 
 

Mayor Roots asked if anyone in the audience had any comments on Agenda items only.   
 
 
 The City Clerk proceeded with the reading of the Ordinances. (The Ordinance was not read) 
    

On motion of Councilor West, seconded by Councilor Green, Bill No. 2, 2024 was TABLED (ETHICS CODE 
ORDINANCE).  The following vote was taken:  Yeas:  Gibson, Green, West, Davis, Mayor Roots.  Nays: 0 

 
 

The City Clerk proceeded with the reading of the Resolutions. 
 

 
RESOLUTION 
 
 WHEREAS, the Chester City Council approved Resolution 18-2024, to enter into a 3-year contract with Colliers 
Engineering & Design, Inc., to assist with the development of safe street and roads, and provide engineering services to meet 
the City’s capital plan needs, assist with ARPA project completion for all action plans to prioritize safety enhancements, and 
justify essential investments; and 
 
 WHEREAS, after further review, the City has determined there are other engineering projects that need completion 
that can be funded through the General Fund & Liquid Fuels, and Grants. 
 
 NOIW, THEREFORE, THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHESTER DOES RESOLVE: 
 
 That it does approve an addendum to the original Contract with Colliers Engineering & Design, Inc., 181 Washington 
Street, Conshohocken, PA  19428, Suite 430, to increase the original contract amount of Three Hundred Ninety-five Thousand 
Eight Hundred Dollars ($395,800) to Seven Hundred Thousand Dollars ($700.000), to be paid through ARPA funds, for a total 



contract amount of One Million Dollars ($1,000,000.00), to include the implementation of the City’s GIS program and other 
engineering projects to be funded through the City’s General Fund, Liquid Fuels and Grants. 
 
 FURTHER, that it does authorize the Mayor to execute the Addendum for and on behalf of the City of Chester. 
 
 FURTHER, said Addendum is contingent upon final approval of the City Solicitor. 
 

On motion of Councilor West, seconded by Councilor Green, the above Resolution was adopted.  The following vote 
was taken:  Yeas:  Gibson, Green, West, Davis, Mayor Roots.  Nays: 0 
 
RESOLUTION 
 
 THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHESTER DOES RESOLVE: 
 
 That it does hereby award the contract for the 2024 Summer Food Service Program, for which proposals were 
received on June 10, 2024, be and it is hereby awarded to Penn Homes Café at the proposal price of Eighty Thousand Dollars 
($80,000.00). 
 
 FURTHER, the other proposal is hereby rejected; the certified check accompanying said proposal shall be returned to 
the unsuccessful proposer. 
 
 FURTHER, that the Solicitor’s Office shall prepare a contract and the successful proposer shall furnish a Performance 
Bond in the full amount of the respective contract in accordance with the specifications and to the satisfaction of City Council. 
 

On motion of Councilor West, seconded by Councilor Green, the above Resolution was adopted.   
 

Councilor Davis says we all didn’t get a chance to review both the Food Services.  So I thought that was going to happen 
before we decided to vote.   
 
Mayor Roots says I believe there is a scoring committee.  Is that correct? 
 
Leonard Lightner, Chief of Staff says that is correct.  As discussed at Deliberative…We’re going to have a member of the 
Receiver, a member of Council and members from the actual Summer Feeding Program.  Unfortunately, we weren’t able to get a 
member from Council because we had to score it yesterday in order to get it to the State.  We had to get it to the State today in 
reference to awarding the Contract.  But we did get together with the members of the Summer Feeding Program, legal and 
myself.  We looked over the actual scoring packets and we came to this decision here. 
 
Councilman Davis says did any members of Council receive that scoring packet.  
 
Councilwoman West says I did not receive the scoring package but I did get information on the presentation. 
 
Councilman Davis says because at Deliberative it was mentioned that it was going to be under review that of why the numbers 
were so drastically different and that it would be further discussed via today.  So now that this is being rushed are we now saying 
that we are cancelling the scoring committee and we are not no longer having a discussion on why the numbers are so 
drastically different for both the bids? 
 
Leonard Lightner, Chief of Staff says we do have that information and we can provide that information of why there is a 
difference in the dollar amount and why this particular vendor was awarded the contract. 
 
Mayor Roots says I think the process went as designed.  We had a scoring committee.  The committee scored 
and…Councilman Davis speaks again and Leonard Lightner, Chief of Staff talk again about the process. 
 

The following vote was taken:  Yeas: Green, West, Mayor Roots.  Nays: Davis.  Abstain: Gibson 
 
RESOLUTION 
 



 THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHESTER DOES RESOLVE: 
 
 That it does hereby approve an agreement with First Tee Greater Philadelphia and the Boys and Girls Club Chester, 
for the temporary use of a designated area in Chester Park for Summer Youth Golf Clinics beginning June 24, 2024 through 
August 9, 2024, which sets the terms and conditions for each party as to their respective responsibilities in working together to 
provide a positive impact on the lives of young people by providing educational programs that build character and instill life-
enhancing values through the game of golf to the youth of the City of Chester. 
 
 FURTHER, it does hereby authorize the Mayor to execute said agreement for and on behalf of the City. 
 

On motion of Councilor West, seconded by Councilor Green, the above Resolution was adopted.  The following vote 
was taken:  Yeas:  Gibson, Green, West, Davis, Mayor Roots.  Nays: 0 
 
RESOLUTION 
 
 WHEREAS, the following individuals have requested a handicapped parking zone: 
 

1. Anthony Parris Taggart, 817 MacDonald Street, Chester, PA  19013 
2. Stanley E. Swain, 2508 West 4th  Street, Chester, PA  19013 
3. Theodore McNeil, 2015 Edgmont Avenue, Chester, PA  19013 
4. Bridget Flynn, 917 Upland Street, Chester, PA  19013 
5. Charos Shelton, 3008 West 11th Street, Chester, PA  19013 
6. Lisa Whiteside, 320 East 20th Street, Chester, PA  19013 
7. Barbara Dennis, 331 West 9th Street,  Chester, PA  19013 
8. Rodney D. Banks, 2017 Madison Street, Chester, PA  19013  
9. Helen Perry, 1037 Butler Street, Chester, PA  19013 
10. Clifford Hall, 716 Parker Street, Chester, PA  19013 
11. Barbara Ballard, 236 West 22nd Street, Chester, PA  19013 
12. Maria M. Gonzalez, 319 E. 20th Street, Chester, PA  19013 
13. Charles Paul Holloway, Sr., 813 Barclay Street, Chester, PA  19013 

 
 WHEREAS, after a thorough investigation by the Department of Public Works, it has been determined the 
aforementioned individuals have met all of the required criteria and have a need for said handicapped parking zone. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHESTER DOES RESOLVE: 
 
 That it does hereby authorize the proper City officials to install a handicapped parking zone in the 800 Block of 
MacDonald Street, in the 2500 Block of West 4th Street, in the 2000 Block of Edgmont Avenue, in the 900 Block of Upland Street, 
in the 3000 block of West 11th Street, in the 300 Block of East 20th Street, in the 300 Block of West 9th Street, in the 2000 Block of 
Madison Street, in the 1000 block of Butler Street, in the 700 Block of Parker Street, in the 200 Block of West 22nd Street, in the 
300 Block of East 20th Street, and in the 800 Block of Barclay Street, in the City of Chester. 
 

On motion of Councilor West, seconded by Councilor Green, the above Resolution was adopted.  The following vote 
was taken:  Yeas:  Gibson, Green, West, Davis, Mayor Roots.  Nays: 0 
  
RESOLUTION 
 
 WHEREAS, the City of Chester hired W. Paul Fritz for the full-time position of Director of Planning and Zoning, 
effective July 2, 2024, for 37.5 hours per week, with no benefits and a sixty (60) day probationary period; and 
 
 WHEREAS, said employment is contingent upon said individual successfully completing a sixty (60) day probation 
from the date of hire; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the City is required by law to offer said employee medical benefits, effective August 1, 2024; and 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHESTER DOES RESOLVE; 



 
 FURTHER, if said employee fails to meet the job expectations within the sixty (60) day probation, said employee will no 
longer be eligible for the position and will be subject to termination from said position. 
 

On motion of Councilor West, seconded by Councilor Green, the above Resolution was adopted.   
 

Councilman Green says I see it’s effective July 2, 2024 with a 60 day probationary period but the benefits are starting August 1, 
2024.  Is that a miss? 
 
Leonard Lightner, Chief of Staff says no.  Benefits now start 30 days after first day of employment. 
 
Councilman Green says when did that begin. 
 
Leonard Lightner, Chief of Staff says it’s been in the actual agreement with our Insurance Vendor.   
 
Councilman Green says so moving forward that’s the new process. 
 
Leonard Lightner, Chief of Staff says yes.  But that’s for the Non-Bargaining.  Police, Fire and Teamsters have a different one. 
 

The following vote was taken:  Yeas:  Gibson, Green, West, Davis, Mayor Roots.  Nays: 0 
 
 
REPORTS: 
 
Budget and Finance Committee:  
Chair Davis, Roots, West  
The Committee meeting scheduled for June 10, 2024, at 1:00pm was canceled; there are no future meetings scheduled at this 
time. 
 
Community and Economic Development Committee:  
Chair Gibson-Williams, Green, Davis  
The Committee has not met since the last Council Meeting; there are no future meetings scheduled at this time.  
 
Human Resources, Administration, and Appointments Committee:  
Chair Roots, Davis, Gibson-Williams  
The Committee has not met since the last Council Meeting; there are no future meetings scheduled at this time.  
 
Parks and Recreation Committee:  
Chair Green, West, Davis  
The Committee has not met since the last Council Meeting; there are no future meetings scheduled at this time.  
 
Public Safety Committee:  
Chair Roots, Gibson-Williams, Green  
The Committee meeting scheduled for June 10, 2024, at 12:00pm was canceled; there are no future meetings scheduled at this 
time.  
 
Public Works Committee: 
Chair West, Green, Gibson-Williams 
The Committee has not met since the last Council Meeting; there are no future meetings scheduled at this time.  
 
Rules, Chambers, Intergovernmental Relations, and Strategy Committee: 
The Committee has not met since the last Council Meeting; there are no future meetings scheduled at this time.  
 
CONTROLLER’S REPORT: The end of year pension statements for all three plans and the Government Accounting 
Standard Board 67 and 68 schedules are now available for Open Records if anyone is interested in reviewing them.  
Even though we are still financially distressed (inaudible) the efforts of our Finance Team as well as the Receiver’s 



Office for the significant deposits made into the plan for over the past year.  The ending balance (for one of them) is 
12.1 million at the close of 23.  We’re not quite out of the woods yet but we are definitely making significant strides.  
Additionally I wanted to request Mayor and Council to look into establishing a Reimbursement Policy. 
 
CHIEF OF STAFF REPORT:  NONE 
 
 
Mayor Roots says I did not intend to vote “Yes” on Tabling the Ethics Policy.  What I was saying “yes” to was in fact in two 
weeks we are going to untable it.  Outside on the table is a Communications Survey.  Please fill one out and leave it on the table. 
(Attachment #2)  
 

 
 

Public Comment 
 
Harry Crawford says is it my responsibility or is it  City Council’s responsibility to bring up comments on the potholes…the 
potholes coming off of the Highland Avenue Exit.  Also on Township Line Road and Carter Lane.  I’ve talked about them before 
and they still remain.  The lines are not painted on Township Line Road.  Why is only that there is a Soccer Game can you 
actually find the Police in the City of Chester.  It seems to me that there is more concern about the Soccer Game than the People 
here.   
 
Novella Alexander says I worked at an event downstairs a couple of weeks ago and there was no stove nor hot water.  We had 
to buy a heater to heat the water.  I was just wondering why there is no stove or anything down there when people pay to have 
affairs down there. 
 
Jamiel Cottman says thank you everyone for coming out for the Ball Against Violence.  We had a great event and we had over 
probably 300 kids that came out and played basketball.  Summer Food Program…my bid was $47,250.00 @ $10.50 a meal for 
150 kids. But you’ll accepted a bid for $80.000.00 @ $18.00 a meal.  This is crazy!  This is ridiculous!  We got to do better.  You’ll 
talk about do better.  We aren’t doing better here. 
 
Toni Alexander says I saw today about the curfew.  How can we be effective with the curfew when last Saturday we only had 
two officers on the streets.  What is going to happen at 9 o’clock when the kids are out? 
 
Christopher Garrett says (see attachment #3).  
 
Brown Williams says what’s going in the City.  What they doing down there in the Park?  They taking the dirt to Delaware.  
What you’ll going to do with the Summer Food Program and I didn’t see the Pool open.  Mayor, you going get the kids a job this 
summer? 
 
Keydra Irvin says what’s going on with the abandoned vehicles that are being left on the street.   I have called the City all last 
week every day and left messages.  Who do I need to talk to?  When is somebody going to do something? 
 
Zulene Mayfield says I’m going to encourage members of City Council to pass a Code of Ethics.  The contract for Penn Homes 
Café looks like old business the way old business used to be done in (inaudible).  If the bidding was not adequate I think that it 
should be rebid.  This is a basketball and football City.  I appreciate them wanting to bring golfing to our Community but however 
we have courts that have no rims.  The Parks are not clean enough for our Children to go to the Park.  We need something for 
our young men to do.  We had a group come from West Point to meet with us and talk about environmental justice issues.  
(Inaudible) Delaware County Council to pass (inaudible) they have a plan that in three years they will send no more of Delaware 
County’s trash to that Covanta Reworld Incinerator. 
 
Margaret Brown says (see attachment #4) 
 
Alicia Downer says in back of my property are these huge trees.  One of them destroyed my car.  I was told that this tree was 
on my property and it is not. Nor is it on the property of the person behind me as I was told.  The tree is owned by the City of 
Chester.  Please look at these trees behind my house because it is a danger to everyone that lives there.  I ask that the City 
remove these trees for the safety and welfare of the people who live in this Community. 



 
Tanyia Alexander says so you said there is a curfew.  What other things are you going to do to change because that’s not going 
to change anything because people will kill people in broad daylight.  What are you, Mayor and Council, going to do for the kids 
in the Community because none of us know who you are.  Can you’ll come out to the Schools? 
 
State Representative Carol Kazeem says Colliers Engineering…I see the big jump to almost a million dollars for Capital 
Projects.  I’m not really sure what the Capital projects consist of but I just want to put it out there let us please have a transparent 
bidding process.  Just remember we do have a Union Hall down the street.  I do agree that the Curfew needs to be set.  Can 
there be more information in detail as to what it will look like.  How will the residents/businesses be informed?  Is the City of 
Chester going to be pushing for Act 135 (Abandoned/Blighted property Act)?  Do anyone know when the Committees will be held 
at some period of time? 
 
Amin Abdul Salim says we need this.  We need to be on the same page and one accord.  Abraham, he didn’t just accept 
anything.  (Inaudible) this is my Lord.  We have heard the expression “On Second Thought”…First thought…First impression. 
 
 

**Public Comment addresses are in the City Clerk’s Office 
 

 
Commissioner Gretsky says curfew…it’s not just about the enforcement.  It’s about the educational piece and knowing where 
your children are at.  I know you said two cops but that’s absolutely false.  There were four cops along with operation safe 
streets. That’s when we pair off a Chester Police Officer with a State Trooper.   We have a police van and it’s called the curfew 
van.  I will be out there tomorrow with Officer Jones to address the abandoned vehicles/tractor trailers. You can call 610-447-
8424, 610-447-8402 or use the police app for abandoned vehicles.  It’s not just Chester Police that’s out there.  It’s other Police 
Departments out there.  (Soccer Stadium and they pay for the Police presence). 
 
Leonard Lightner, Chief of Staff says Potholes/streets…survey on all the roads in the City of Chester.  That is now complete.  
Next will be to evaluate it and put a cost to it.  Colliers Engineering...is our Engineering Firm.  They don’t physically do the work.  
But what they are doing is our (inaudible) engineering work.  Act 135…we are trying to build our internal workforce staff.  We 
have to have the staff to implement that type of program.  Trees…we are in the process of putting together an RFP (the City 
doesn’t have an arborist or the equipment to actually do tree maintenance).  Summer Food Program…we did not wait till the last 
minute.  The State changed the due date from June to May. 
 
Mayor Roots says Soccer Stadium…the People down the Soccer Stadium want to protect the people that come to the game.  
Community Room…I would say that anybody who wants to get a permit  to use any of our facilities make sure you check out the 
facilities first so that you know what you’re paying for.  We apologize it wasn’t up to the standards you were looking for.  Mr. 
Cottman…I saw the article in the Daily Times.  I would encourage you to set up a time with Mr. Lightner to find out what went on 
with the Summer Food decision.  Get the answers you want from the source.  Christopher Garrett…were not looking to establish 
an Ethics Committee.  We’re looking to bring out an Ethics Policy.   Memorial Park…what you see in those dirt piles is the start 
off the retention pond.  Myself and others are putting together something like a youth summit to get some programs out this 
Summer.  Swimming Pool…there is nothing wrong with the pool.  There is a delay in contracting out the pool management 
company who will run the program for us this Summer.  The pool will be free this Summer to all because of the delay.  Kids for 
jobs…we do have some young people hired to work the summer food program.  We are taking some young folks from the 
Chester Education Foundation.  Golf Program…we really need to bring every type of variety of sports that we can to this town.  
I’d like to thank Labor 413 for trying every year to get the Jackie Robinson Little League back up and running.  What Delaware 
County Council has voted on is that all that is going to stop (Delaware County’s trash at Covanta renamed to Reworld).  That 
trash will be diverted to landfills that the County owns.  Council meetings and Agendas have changed (multimedia for you’ll to 
see it better).  Ms. Alexander now you know what we look like. 
 
 

 
MAYOR AND COUNCIL REMARKS 

 
Councilwoman Gibson says Tanyia, thank you for speaking tonight.  That takes a lot of courage and I appreciate you getting 
up and voicing your opinion.  Your opinion matters. You are our future. 
 



Councilman Green says thank you for your statement.  I think that it’s important that young people come before their elected 
officials and let them know how they truly feel.  Help us help you guys and help us improve the way we govern.  Happy Father’s 
Day and Happy Juneteenth.  I hope you will be at the Juneteenth celebration at Memorial Park on Saturday.  Sunday, there will 
be a Juneteenth/Father’s Day Parade. It will start at 7th Street Courts and then go down the Avenue of the States and end here at 
City Hall.   It starts @ 2p. 
 
Councilwoman West says thank you Tanyia for your comments.  Keydra, I will be following up with the Commissioner about 
that situation (abandoned cars) on your street.  Happy Father’s Day.  If you’re going to be a Vendor on Juneteenth, check-in time 
is at 8a.m. and you must be set up by 11a.m.  The event starts at 12.  Ms. Mayfield thank you for the work that you do with our 
young people in helping them to understand how important environmental issues are. 
 
Councilman Davis says in regards to the comments from Ms. Tanyia, I couldn’t agree with you more.  I think that it is imperative 
that we are connecting with the youth in our Community.  As far as Juneteenth, I would encourage everyone to come out this 
Sunday for the walk.  Councilwoman Gibson and I are working hard to celebrate our Graduates tomorrow at Ethel Waters Park 
from 4p-8p.  There will be food, refreshments, and music.   
 
Mayor Roots says thank you Ms. Zulene for bringing down the Cadets from West Point and a couple of Instructors. They were 
here for an Environmental Tour.  Thank you Ms. Madeline for the prayer in English and Spanish.  I’d like to recognize Abraham 
Rodriguez.  We had a very nice discussion. 
 
Annette Pyatt says the City of Chester will be having a Homebuyers/Homeowner’s Fair this Saturday at 308 W 3rd Street.  
Registration starts at 9:30 and it’s from 10-2. 
 
 

There being no other business to come before Council, the meeting was adjourned at 8:52pm. 
  
 
        Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
JUNE 12, 2024       Candice Newsome, City Clerk 
 


