
 
         COUNCIL CHAMBERS 
         MAY 29, 2024                        
 
 
 

MEETING OF THE  
COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHESTER 

 
 

 
A special council meeting of the Council of the City of Chester was held on the above date at 10:00am with Mayor 

Roots presiding.  A prayer was said by Chaplain Lisa Dennis followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.  The roll was called and the 
following were present: 

 
Tameka Gibson 

Fred Green 
Shy’Quan Davis 

Mayor Stefan Roots  
Portia West (Absent) 

 
 

On motion of Councilor Green, seconded by Councilor Gibson, the minutes of the previous meeting (April 10, 2024 
and April 24, 2024) were approved.  The following vote was taken:  Yeas:  Gibson, Green, Davis, Mayor Roots.    Nays: 0. 
 
                Mayor Roots asked if anyone in the audience had any comments on Agenda items only.   
 
 
 

The City Clerk proceeded with the reading of the Resolutions. 
 

 
RESOLUTION 
 
 WHEREAS, Federal Regulations require a written agreement between the City of Chester and the Chester Economic 
Development Authority regarding the rights and responsibilities of the parties in the execution of the Community Development 
Block Grant (CDBG) Program, the Home Investment Partnerships (HOME) Program, and other related programs; and 
 
 WHEREAS, a Cooperation Agreement by and between the City of Chester and the Chester Economic Development 
Authority for the period July 1, 2024, through June 30, 2025, has been prepared and is attached hereto, which sets forth the 
responsibilities and obligations of the parties in accordance with Federal Regulations; and 
 
 WHEREAS, this matter has been reviewed and considered. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHESTER DOES RESOLVE: 
 

1. That the Cooperation Agreement by and between the City of Chester and the Chester Economic Development 
Authority attached hereto is hereby approved. 

 
2. That Appendix I to the Cooperation Agreement, attached and made a part of such Agreement, reflects the 

Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) Program, the CDBG-Coronavirus (CV) Program, HOME Program, 
and HOME-American Rescue Plan (ARP) Projects previously approved by City Council. 

 
3. That the Mayor and/or his designee is hereby authorize to execute the Agreement and to take such steps as may 

be necessary to implement the intent of this Resolution. 
 



4. That this Cooperation Agreement supersedes any and all Cooperation Agreements previously approved. 
 
 On motion of Councilor Green, seconded by Councilor Gibson, the above Resolution was adopted.  The following vote 
was taken:  Yeas:  Gibson, Green, Davis, Mayor Roots.  Nays: 0 
 
RESOLUTION 
 
 WHEREAS, the City of Chester entered into a one (1) year Master Services Agreement with UHY Consulting, Inc. to 
provide professional services to assist the City with meeting all of the American Rescue Plan Act compliance and reporting 
guideline requirements beginning February 2022 and ending March 31, 2023; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the parties later agreed to extend the original Agreement until January 31, 2024. 
 
 WHEREAS, on February 14, 2024, Chester City Council approved an Addendum to the Master Service Agreement to 
extend the Agreement through April 2027 or until the last reporting period to the Department of Treasury as required by the 
American Rescue Plan Act; and 
 
 WHEREAS, it has been determined in order to comply with ARPA reporting guidelines there is a need to approve the 
budgeted amount. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHESTER DOES RESOLVE: 
 
 That it does hereby approve an amendment to the Addendum to the Master Services Agreement with UHY Consulting, 
Inc., that said services shall not exceed the budgeted amount of One Hundred Thirty Thousand Dollars ($130,000.00) for the 
duration of the ARPA project. 
 
 FURTHER, it does hereby authorize the Mayor to execute the Second Addendum for and on behalf of the City of 
Chester. 
 

On motion of Councilor Green, seconded by Councilor Gibson, the above Resolution was adopted.  The following vote 
was taken:  Yeas:  Gibson, Green, Davis, Mayor Roots.  Nays: 0 
 
RESOLUTION 
 
 WHEREAS, on April 26, 2023, Chester City Council approved entering into the Demolition Fund Agreement, DF-23-
60A with Delaware County Council, Office of Housing and Community Development for the demolition of the following properties:  
427 Rose Street, 429 Rose Street, 2703 Lehman Street, 2705 Lehman Street, and 2709 Lehman Street. 
 
 WHEREAS, the City determined that said funding should fund six (6) other properties that are in imminent danger of 
collapse. 
 
 WHEREAS, the Office of Housing and Community Development approved the amended property list on April 3, 2024. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHESTER DOES RESOLVE: 
 
 That is does hereby approve the amended Demolition Fund Agreement, DF-23-60A with Delaware County Council, 
Office of Housing and Community Development for the demolition of the following blighted structures located within the City of 
Chester: 

 
Property Addresses: 
725 Caldwell Street 
727 Caldwell Street 
729 Caldwell Street 
731 Caldwell Street 
2601 West 3rd Street 
1722 West 3rd Street 



550 Edgmont Avenue 
552 Edgmont Avenue 
554 Edgmont Avenue 
556 Edgmont Avenue 

 
 FURTHER, it does hereby authorize the proper City official to execute all documents necessary for the completion of 
this project for and on behalf of the City. 
 

On motion of Councilor Green, seconded by Councilor Gibson, the above Resolution was adopted.  The following vote 
was taken:  Yeas:  Gibson, Green, Davis, Mayor Roots.  Nays: 0 
 
RESOLUTION 
 
 THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHESTER DOES RESOLVE: 
 
 That it does hereby award the contract for the DF-23-60A, Delaware County Demolition Program, 2023 Chester City 
Demolition Contract #1, as amended dated April 3, 2024, for the City of Chester, for which bids were received on January 12, 
2024, to BRB Contractors, Inc., at the bid price of One Hundred Ninety-five Thousand Seven Hundred Fifty-one Dollars 
($195,751.00). 
 
 FURTHER, that all other bids for the above be and they are hereby rejected; all checks and/or bid bonds 
accompanying said bids shall be returned to the unsuccessful bidders. 
 
 FURTHER, the Solicitor’s Office shall prepare a contract and the successful bidder shall furnish a Performance Bond in 
the full amount of the contract, in accordance with the specifications, and to the satisfaction of City Council. 
 

On motion of Councilor Green, seconded by Councilor Gibson, the above Resolution was adopted.  The following vote 
was taken:  Yeas:  Gibson, Green, Davis, Mayor Roots.  Nays: 0 
 
RESOLUTION 
 
 THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHESTER DOES RESOLVE: 
 
 That it does hereby ratify the engagement of Kilkenny Law, 117-119 North Olive Street, Media, PA  19063, as an 
Assistant Solicitor, for the City of Chester, to provide municipal legal counsel and to handle general legal matters, effective May 
22, 2024, in accordance with the engagement letter dated, May 21, 2024. 
 
 FURTHER, it does authorize the Mayor to execute an agreement with Kilkenny Law for and on behalf of the City of 
Chester. 
 
 FURTHER, said agreement is contingent upon the final approval of the City Solicitor. 
 

On motion of Councilor Green, seconded by Councilor Gibson, the above Resolution was adopted.   
 

Councilman Green says at the Deliberative Meeting I did bring up the issue that in the Contract there was $100,000.00.  
But it was budgeted for the City for $93,000.00.  So this new Contract does reflect the budgeted amount for the 
Assistant City Solicitor which is $93,959.00. 

 
The following vote was taken:  Yeas:  Gibson, Green, Davis, Mayor Roots.  Nays: 0 

 
Ken Schuster, City Solicitor introduces Sean Kilkenny Esq., and Kyle Miller, his associate. 
 
RESOLUTION 
 
 WHEREAS, the City of Chester entered into an agreement with Constellation NewEnergy, Inc., for the purchase and 
supply of electricity at the fixed rate of $0.04227 per kilowatt-hour; and 



 
 WHEREAS, the contact with Constellation is due to expire in December and the rates are projected to increase; and 
 
 WHEREAS, due to the City filing bankruptcy, the City’s wholesale supplier is offering an indicative blend and extended 
pricing opportunity. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHESTER DOES RESOLVE: 
 
 That it does authorize entering into the blend and extended option for 18 months, with the Chief of Staff or designee to 
negotiate the best rate between the blend and extended period and lock in rates up to a maximum of $0.06572. 
 
 FURTHER, said Agreement is contingent upon final review and approval of the City Solicitor. 
 
 EVEN FURTHER, it does authorize the Mayor to execute the necessary documents for and on behalf of the City of 
Chester. 
 

On motion of Councilor Green, seconded by Councilor Gibson, the above Resolution was adopted.  The following vote 
was taken:  Yeas:  Gibson, Green, Davis, Mayor Roots.  Nays: 0 
 
RESOLUTION 
 
 WHEREAS, under Title I of the Housing and Community Development Act of 1974, as amended, the Secretary of the 
U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development is authorized to extend financial assistance to communities in the 
prevention and elimination of slums or urban blight, carry out activities which will benefit low and moderate income persons or 
address other urgent community development needs; and 
 
 WHEREAS, under the HOME Program created by the National Affordable Housing Act of 1990, as amended, the 
Secretary of HUD is authorized to extend financial assistance to participating jurisdictions to expand the supply of decent, safe, 
sanitary and affordable housing; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the City of Chester has been notified that the Fiscal Year 2024 Community Development Block Grant 
(CDBG) Program allocation is $1,245,924 and the City also intends to reprogram prior year CDBG funds as follows:  2009 Fires 
Responders Monument - $10,000; Crozer Park Trail - $150,000; 2022 Chester Fines Arts Rehabilitation - $40,000; 
Unpropgrammed- $37,000, which results in a total amount of $1,482,924 available for eligible projects; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the City of Chester has been notified that the Fiscal Year 2024 HOME Program allocation is $337,110, 
and the City intends to reprogram prior year HOME funds as follows: 2020, 2021, and 2022 Single Family Affordable Housing 
Initiative (non-site specific) - $591,671; 2023 Chester Community Improvement Project (CCIP) CHDO Set-Aside (non-site 
specific) - $61,070; 2021 CCIP Acquisition/Rehabilitation/Resale - $115,000; Unprogrammed and sales proceeds - $210,297, 
which results in a total amount of $1,315,148 available for eligible projects; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the City of Chester, in collaboration with the Chester Economic Development Authority, prepared a draft 
Annual Action Plan for Fiscal Year 2024, which proposes how the entitlement grant funds will be expended to address the 
housing and community development needs identified in the City’s Five-year Consolidated Plan; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the City held a series of public hearings in connection with the development of the Fiscal Year 2024 
Annual Action Plan, a draft of the F.Y. 2024 Annual Action Plan was on public display from February 1, 2024, through March 5, 
2024, and the comments of various agencies, groups, and residents were taken into consideration in the preparation of the final 
document; and 
 
 WHEREAS, based on comments received, Trinity Transitional Houses’s Safe Haven Hearts Emergency Crisis 
Program, an eligible public service activity, has been added to the Action Plan. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHESTER DOES RESOLVE:  
 



 Section 1.   That the Annual Action Plan for the Fiscal Year 2024 CDBG and HOME Programs is hereby in all 
respects approved, and the City Clerk is hereby directed to file a copy of said Annual Action Plan for Fiscal Year 2024 with the 
Official Minutes of this Meeting of this Council. 
 
 Section 2.    That the City Council of the City of Chester is cognizant of the conditions that are imposed in the 
undertaking and carrying out of the Community Development Block Grant Program and the HOME Investment Partnerships 
Program with Federal financial assistance under Title I, including those relating to (1) the relocation of site occupants, (2) the 
prohibition of discrimination because of race, color, age, religion, sex, disability, familial status, or national origin, and (3) other 
assurances as set forth under the certifications. 
 
 Section 3. That the Mayor of the City of Chester, on behalf of City Council, is authorized to file an Application 
for financial assistance with the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development for the F.Y. 2024 CDBG Program and 
HOME Program. 
 
 Section 4. That the Mayor, on behalf of the City of Chester, Pennsylvania, is authorized to provide assurances 
and/or certifications as required by the Housing and Community Development Act of 1974, as amended, and any other 
supplemental or revised data which the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development may request in review of the City’s 
Application. 
 

On motion of Councilor Green, seconded by Councilor Gibson, the above Resolution was adopted.   
 

Councilman Green says I see in here there is a total amount of $1,482,924 available for eligible projects.  Will there in anytime 
be new housing development being built?  I know there is a dire need for new housing in the City.  Can some of that money be 
used for that?  Or are there any projects in the works that we can look forward to for new houses being built? 
 
Leonard Lightner, Chief of Staff says the answer to your question is yes.  There are a couple of projects that are in the pipeline.  
We will be looking at those funds.  There are CDBG dollars that goes towards the housing initiatives.  The HOME dollars are 
what’s specifically set for housing development.  CCIP is actually working on a new development right now. 
 
Councilman Green says so the One Million is not allocated.  So do we know what the intentions is for that? 
 
Leonard Lightner, Chief of Staff says yes.  Once we get the final proof of that you’ll get a Budget of what that money was broken 
down to. 

 
The following vote was taken:  Yeas:  Gibson, Green, Davis, Mayor Roots.  Nays: 0 

 
RESOLUTION 
 

THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHESTER DOES RESOLVE: 
 
 That it does hereby grant permission and authorize the issuance of a road opening permit to PECO for the installation 
of new natural gas services with the line extending 1200 feet within the City of Chester that will include the following: 
 

1. Twenty-four (24) three feet by four feet (3’x4’) test holes on 24th Street from Chestnut Street to Upland Street; and 
 
2.  One (1) three feet by seven feet (3’x7’) test hole on Walnut Street near the 24th  Street intersection. 

 
 FURTHER, said permit is contingent upon PECO’s compliance with all the conditions outlined by the City Engineer and 
performed in a manner that is satisfactory to City Council, specifically the following: 
 

1.  PECO performs a half mill and overlay on all road openings exceeding 100 feet or three (3) patches within 100 
feet. 

 
2.  PECO provides appropriate traffic control measures to ensure continual operation of City Streets. 
 



3. PECO obtains all required Road Opening Permits from the City as well as any other required permits. 
  

On motion of Councilor Green, seconded by Councilor Gibson, the above Resolution was adopted.   
 

Councilwoman Gibson says has PECO obtained any of the permits from the City. 
 
Leonard Lightner, Chief of Staff says yes they have. 
 
Councilwoman Gibson says and the last time I know it was mentioned that the Residents have been notified when this was going 
to take place or PECO was going to be reaching out to them. 
 
Leonard Lightner, Chief of Staff says that’s one of the things that we are working on is to make sure that PECO is notifying them.  
But how they notify them that’s the dilemma that we’re working on.   

 
The following vote was taken:  Yeas:  Gibson, Green, Davis, Mayor Roots.  Nays: 0 

 
 
ORDINANCE FOR INTRODUCTION: CODE OF ETHICS 
 
 
REPORTS: 
 
Budget and Finance Committee:  
Chair Davis, Roots, West  
The Committee met on May 20, 2024, at 1:00pm, in Council Chambers to discuss the proposed Fee Schedule Ordinance.  The 
Committee is scheduled to meet on June 10, 2024, at 1pm, in Council Chambers.  
 
Community and Economic Development Committee:  
Chair Gibson-Williams, Green, Davis  
The Committee has not met since the last Council Meeting; there are no future meetings scheduled at this time.  
 
Human Resources, Administration, and Appointments Committee:  
Chair Roots, Davis, Gibson-Williams 
The Committee met on May 20, 2024, at 12:00pm, in Council Chambers to discuss Zoning Hearing Board and Parking Authority 
Board Appointments. There are no future meetings scheduled at this time.  
 
Parks and Recreation Committee:  
Chair Green, West, Davis  
The Committee has not met since the last Council Meeting; there are no future meetings scheduled at this time.  
 
Public Safety Committee:  
Chair Roots, Gibson-Williams, Green  
The Committee met on May 20, 2024, at 11:00am, in Council Chambers to consider repealing obsolete Articles under Part 15, 
entitled Fire Prevention Code of the Codified Ordinances of the City of Chester.  The Committee is scheduled to meet on June 
10, 2024, at 12:00pm, in Council Chambers. 
 
Public Works Committee: 
Chair West, Green, Gibson-Williams 
The Committee has not met since the last Council Meeting; there are no future meetings scheduled at this time.  
 
Rules, Chambers, Intergovernmental Relations, and Strategy Committee: 
Chair Roots, West, Green 
The Committee has not met since the last Council Meeting; there are no future meetings scheduled at this time.  
 
CONTROLLER’S REPORT: Would be (3 minutes) - No report for this meeting 
 



CHIEF OF STAFF REPORT: Monthly Budget Report for the Mayor and Council to review 
 
  

Public Comment 
 

Kearni Warren says (see attachment #1) 
 
Ralph Williams says I am here about the incident with the Stormwater.  I am glad that we have a City Council and the Mayor 
trying to find out what’s going on with that money because we’re getting tired of paying it.  Keep up the good work Mr. Mayor and 
Mr. Doweary. 
 
Ricketta Robinson says there is an alley in back of me and people are parking their cars back there and are blocking the alley 
(trash trucks can’t get thru, we can’t get in our back yards with groceries, etc.).  There should be some signs that say “NO 
PARKING”. 
 
Jamiel Cottman says (see attachment #2) 
 
Livia Smith says (see attachment #3 in regards to Juneteenth) 
 
Ieasa Nichols says the Resolution for the street work for PECO…I’m not sure who in the Streets Department is responsible for 
street surveys but  there are several sink holes in that area (on 22nd  and 23rd Street between Upland and Chestnut).  So I’m just 
asking prior to PECO doing that work if someone can go out and (inaudible).  I am asking for Mayor and Council’s support on an 
issue with Chestnut Ridge, 2700 Block of Chestnut Street.  Currently they got rid of their 3rd Shift.  So there is no one there to 
operate the doors after 8pm.  I believe they reopen at 7am.  So when Emergency Responders come to assist people they cannot 
get in the building unless someone can come down physically and let them in.  I am asking to see if you could get a lock box or 
something there so when First Responders come they can gain access. 
 
Commissioner Gretsky says working with other different places (ex. Belvedere) they make us an access key. 
 
Kenneth Hunt says I think certain situations that happens amongst you guys personally should be handled in a private setting.  I 
know you all want better for the City.  To change it don’t forget that you all are the face of us.  I would love to see you guys pull 
together more in the future. 
 
Geo Stockman says this is not what I voted for.  This is not what I want representing me.  I would like for us to try to address 
these issues in a private manner without involving the public so much. 
 
Lorraine Lavender-Sams says you’re doing good.  But you got to do better.  With all situations that we run into…Ego projected 
by fear, protected by anger, does not make for good Government.  But it does have a potential to make for (inaudible). 
 
Theresa Goode says my thing is we have to stop separating and everybody has to be accountable for it.   Keep that stuff behind 
closed doors.   I want to talk about where I live…a tractor trailer that won’t leave.  I need the grass cut up there where I live at.  
The trash is everywhere in the City.  That’s what I’m worried/concerned about. 
 
Commissioner Gretsky says all you have to do is get on the police radar and we will go out and take care of it.  First we try to 
make contact and then we tow. 
 
Alethea Davis-Moses says I am concerned with what I saw on Facebook.  I really don’t care about someone receiving anything.  
What I care about is people being held accountable for what they do to other people.  I feel some type of way that this is being 
talked about and my child has still not received justice and lies have been told that this would not happen. What I feel is 
corruption.   Lock the people up who are doing bad to people out here in the City.  Clean the streets up.  These things need to be 
addressed.  I don’t want to hear anymore lies.   
 
Bernetta Wright says all this personal non-sense needs to stop.  People are looking at the City of Chester and are saying WOW 
that’s how they do things down there.  We have bigger fish to fry in this City.  We need schools for our Children to attend.  Safe 
schools at that.  We need the trash picked up.  The blight in this City is unnerving.  Trash on the ramp to 95 on Kerlin Street.  It’s 
all about decency and decorum.  We need to get some. 



 
 
 

**Public Comment addresses are in the City Clerk’s Office 
 
 

MAYOR AND COUNCIL REMARKS 
 

Councilwoman Gibson says I agree with the sentiment of the Residents in the room that there does need to be unity and 
anybody’s personal feelings about anyone else should be discarded because that keeps us from operating in the manner we 
should.  All I want to do is help serve here in the City of Chester.  I am always interested in what our constituents want and need.  
To come in a hostile work environment is not what I signed up to do.  But I’m not going anywhere.  I’m going to continue to fight 
and uphold the standards in which I was voted for.  Leadership starts at the head and it trickles down.  But it’s hard to work with 
someone who really doesn’t want to work with you or dictates to you what should or should not be done.  I’m always going to be 
open and transparent about the way that I feel and the things that I see whether someone likes it or not.  I am here to serve and 
that’s what I will continue to do. 
 
Councilman Green says sometimes the truth is not pretty and sometimes you may not like the truth.  You may not agree with 
what is happening or what’s going on.  When I ran for office I told you that I would be open, honest and transparent and that’s 
exactly what I’m going to do.  Whether you like it, they like it or anybody else like it because that’s what I signed up for.  I don’t 
have a problem with however/wherever  I am telling you about my true thoughts, my true feelings and the truth about what is 
happening here in City Hall and what is happening here with people in this  administration. 
 
Councilman Davis says I come from a no nonsense home.  All the conversations that we have I have them in private.  So some 
things are not my fight and have nothing to do with me pushing the City forward, I’m going to mind my business and stay out of it 
because it’s not productive.  That’s what you’ll are going to see from me. 
 
Mayor Roots says cleaning up the trash…our public works department picks up more trash than the trash man who picks up 
our trash and we’re still losing because people are still dumping more than we can pick up.  Blight…you just saw us approve the 
Resolution today to demolish at least a dozen properties.  I wish we had 10/20 thousand dollars to knock down every building 
that needs to come down in the City.  We really have to count on the County.  We can only get a dozen at a time maybe twice a 
year through funds from the County.  The Proclamation/plaque…I don’t think there has been much of an argument because 
arguments go both ways.  The City issues Proclamations.  It’s the highest honor that we give any person from the City of 
Chester.  So when you give an honor like that maybe  there should be some consideration for who you are giving it to or you can 
give it to just anybody.  It’s always been the decision of the Mayor here in the City.  It’s been no running it through Council.  
Councilman Green said he wanted to give one to Ralph Dorsey. But when we decided to run it through the Departments to make 
sure everything was cool here something popped up.  So when we talk about communication…keeping things in house as some 
of you have said…so we communicated that back to Councilman Green.  Because of my long standing relationship with Ralph, I 
would definitely want to be the one to present that Proclamation to him.  While I was gone on that day a plaque was given to 
Ralph Dorsey.  I wanted to be there.  I had a conversation with Ralph and told him that wasn’t the case (not wanting to give him a 
Proclamation).  It wasn’t a refusal.  Councilors Gibson, West, and Davis may not have known of the correspondence that I had 
with Councilman Green when they went forward with their award.  From what was said in that Council Meeting, it wasn’t me that 
didn’t want him to have a Proclamation.  It was just a process that we were going through.  Maybe we would delay it for a little 
while.  I don’t know what to do about giving him one now.  There was some talk that I told him to give the plaque back.  To that 
I’ve apologized to Ralph and to those who gave him the plaque.  You’ll voted for change.  I apologize for all the stuff that have 
occurred for me just being me. I take it.  If you find me wrong check me.  But by the same token we can sit down and talk about 
these things before it becomes public and out of hand.  Just bear with us.  As Mayor and Council we are going to do better. 
 
 
 

There being no other business to come before Council, the meeting was adjourned at 11:33am. 
  
 
        Respectfully submitted, 
 
 



 
MAY 29, 2024       Candice Newsome, City Clerk 
 


