
 
         COUNCIL CHAMBERS 
         MAY 8, 2024                        
 
 
 

MEETING OF THE  
COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHESTER 

 
 

 
A regular meeting of the Council of the City of Chester was held on the above date at 10:02am with Deputy Mayor 

West presiding.  A prayer was said by Reverend Dr. George Anderson followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.  The roll was 
called and the following were present: 

 
Tameka Gibson 

Fred Green 
Shy’Quan Davis 

 Deputy Mayor Portia West  
Mayor Stefan Roots (absent) 

 
 

On motion of Councilor Green, seconded by Councilor Gibson, the minutes of the previous meeting (April 10, 2024 
and April 24, 2024) were approved.  The following vote was taken:  Yeas:  Gibson, Green, Davis, Deputy Mayor West.    Nays: 
0. 
 

Deputy Mayor West asked if anyone in the audience had any comments on Agenda items only.   
 
 
Communications: 
 Dr. Marilyn V. Howarth, MD FACOEM – Information about Chester Community Asthma Prevention (see 
attachment #1) 
 
 

The City Clerk proceeded with the reading of the Resolutions. 
 

 
RESOLUTION 
 
 WHEREAS, the City of Chester has determined that acquiring certain real estate located at West 2nd Street (Route 
291) and Lloyd Street, Chester, PA 19013, with a tax ID # 49-07-00041-02 (the “Property”) is in the best interest of the health 
and welfare of the City of Chester; and 
 
 WHEREAS, Chester First Partnership has agreed to convey the Property to the City of Chester in the amount of One 
Million Three Hundred Seventy-five Thousand Dollars ($1,375,000.00); and 
 
 WHEREAS, pursuant to 11 Pa. C.S.A. § 12402.1 states Chester City  Council in exercising its discretion to make 
decisions that further the public interest under terms it deems most beneficial to the City, Council may, subject to any restrictions, 
limitations, or exceptions stated in this chapter: purchase, hold, use and manage real and personal property; and 
 
 WHEREAS, an Agreement For The Sale of Commercial Real Estate has been prepared by the parties’ respective 
representatives and reviewed by their respective legal counsel, a copy of which is attached to this resolution as Exhibit A. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHESTER DOES RESOLVE: 
 



 That it does hereby authorize the purchase of West 2nd (Route 291) and Lloyd Street, tax ID # 49-07-00041-02, in the 
amount of $1,375,000.00 from the Chester First Partnership, in “as-is” condition. 
 
 FURTHER, that it does authorize the proper City officials to take all the necessary steps to effectuate and complete the 
purchase of the above-mentioned property. 
 

On motion of Councilor Green, seconded by Councilor Gibson, the above Resolution was adopted.   
 

Councilman Green says Solicitor, you did get a chance to review these Documents in its entirety and that legal did their 
due diligence. 
 
Ken Schuster, City Solicitor says I have reviewed the Agreement of Sale and its fine. 
 

The following vote was taken:  Yeas:  Gibson, Green, Davis, Deputy Mayor West.  Nays: 0 
 
RESOLUTION 
 
 WHEREAS, pursuant to 65 P.S. §§ 66.1-66.9, commonly  known as the “Right-to-Know Law” the City of Chester is 
required to designate an official or employee as the Open Record Officer; and 
 
 WHEREAS, due to the reorganization of job duties it has been determined the City of Chester needs to appoint a new 
Open Records Officer. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHESTER DOES RESOLVE: 
 
 That it does hereby ratify the appointment of Joan Neal as the Open Records Officer for the City of Chester, effective 
May 1, 2024. 
 
 FURTHER, it does authorize the proper City official to register the change with the Pennsylvania Office of Open 
Records. 
 
 EVEN FURTHER, said official is authorized to take the necessary steps to meet the Pennsylvania Office of Open 
Records Posting Requirements under Section 504(b). 
 

On motion of Councilor Green, seconded by Councilor Gibson, the above Resolution was adopted.  The following vote 
was taken:  Yeas:  Gibson, Green, Davis, Deputy Mayor West.  Nays: 0 
 
RESOLUTION 
 
 THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHESTER DOES RESOLVE: 
 
 That it does hereby authorize the proper City official take the necessary steps for an independent due diligence review 
of the City of Chester’s health and benefits programs and risk transfer program, in an amount not to exceed Thirty-five Thousand 
Dollars ($35,000.00). 
 
 FURTHER, that it does hereby authorize the Mayor to enter into the Statement of Work for Health & Benefits 
Brokerage Services with Master Services Agreement, and the Statement of Work for Risk Consulting Services, with Willis of New 
Jersey, Inc., for and on behalf of the City of Chester. 
 

On motion of Councilor Green, seconded by Councilor Gibson, the above Resolution was adopted.  The following vote 
was taken:  Yeas:  Gibson, Green, Davis, Deputy Mayor West.  Nays: 0 
 
RESOLUTION 
 



 WHEREAS, the Council of the City of Chester has approved the purchase of 106-130 E. 6th Street, Chester, PA  
19013, from the Chester Upland School District in the amount of $508,782.14, which represents the complete forgiveness of all 
accounts receivable claimed for crossing guard services through December 31, 2020; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Council of the City of Chester wishes to return 106-130 E. 6th Street to productive use as part of the 
redevelopment of the Central Business District. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHESTER DOES RESOLVE: 
 
 That following settlement with the Chester Upland School District and delivery of the Deed, it does hereby authorize 
the transfer of 106-130 E. 6th Street to the Redevelopment Authority of the City of Chester for redevelopment purposes. 
 
 FURTHER, that it does hereby authorize the proper City officials to execute all documents necessary to effectuate this 
transfer. 
 

On motion of Councilor Green, seconded by Councilor Gibson, the above Resolution was adopted.  The following vote 
was taken:  Yeas:  Gibson, Green, Davis, Deputy Mayor West.  Nays: 0 
 
RESOLUTION 
 
 THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHESTER DOES RESOLVE: 
 
 That it does hereby award the contract for the Street Light Maintenance and Repair for the City of Chester, for which 
bids were received on January 12, 2024, be and it is hereby awarded  a 24-month agreement to Lenni Electric Corporation, 1020 
Andrew Drive, West Chester, PA  19380, at the low bid price of Twelve Thousand Dollars ($12,000.00) for the Base Bid and an 
additional Two Thousand Four Hundred Dollars ($2,400.00) for the Emergency Service Base Bid for a total award amount of 
Fourteen Thousand Four Hundred Dollars ($14,400.00), which does not include additional costs for services beyond street light 
maintenance and repair. 
 
 FURTHER, that all other bids for the above be and they are hereby rejected; all certified checks and/or bid bonds 
accompanying said bids shall be returned to the unsuccessful bidders. 
 
 FURTHER, that the Solicitor’s Office shall prepare a contract and the successful bidder shall furnish a Performance 
Bond in the full amount of the contract, in accordance with the specifications, and to the satisfaction of City Council. 
 

On motion of Councilor Green, seconded by Councilor Gibson, the above Resolution was adopted.  The following vote 
was taken:  Yeas:  Gibson, Green, Davis, Deputy Mayor West.  Nays: 0 
 
RESOLUTION 
 
 THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHESTER DOES RESOLVE: 
 
 That Resolution 20-2024 which was passed by Chester City Council on March 13, 2024, is amended to read as 
follows: 
 
 That it does hereby accept the following IT hardware and software quotes: 
 

1. Dell Marketing LP for $399,928.40 whereby $177,548.73 will be paid through the American Rescue Plan Act 
(ARPA Projects 12, 13, 14) with the remaining $222,379.67 to be paid from General Funds. 

 
2. TechGuides, Inc. quotes totaling $846,951.27 will be paid through the American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA Project 

15). 
 
 FURTHER, the City has complied with all Keystone Purchasing Network and/or National Cooperative Purchasing 
Alliance bidding requirements. 
 



 FURTHER, the City contracts with these vendors for this equipment are contingent upon final review and approval of 
the City Solicitor. 
 

On motion of Councilor Green, seconded by Councilor Gibson, the above Resolution was adopted.   
 
Councilman Green says just for clarity, Chief with the remaining $222,000.00, can you explain why that is being paid out 
of the General Funds. 
 
Leonard Lightner, Chief of Staff says because it was budgeted in the General Funds. 

 
The following vote was taken:  Yeas:  Gibson, Green, Davis, Deputy Mayor West.  Nays: 0 

 
RESOLUTION 
 
 THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHESTER DOES RESOLVE: 
 
 That it does authorize the proper City official to prepare specifications for the advertisement of bids for the following: 
 

1. Management services for the operation of Memorial Park Swimming Pool 
 

2. Summer Food Program 2024 
 
 FURTHER, that it does authorize the City Clerk to advertise for the aforementioned bids. 
  

On motion of Councilor Green, seconded by Councilor Gibson, the above Resolution was adopted.  The following vote 
was taken:  Yeas:  Gibson, Green, Davis, Deputy Mayor West.  Nays: 0 
 
RESOLUTION 
 

THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHESTER DOES RESOLVE: 
 
 That it does hereby authorize the proper City official to prepare the advertisement of the notice of accepting 
applications for the 2024 Summer Food Service Program positions for the City of Chester. 
 
 FURTHER, that it does hereby authorize the City Clerk and other City official to advertise said notice in the Help 
Wanted section of the Delaware County Daily Times and to post said notice on the City of Chester website. 
  

On motion of Councilor Green, seconded by Councilor Gibson, the above Resolution was adopted.  The following vote 
was taken:  Yeas:  Gibson, Green, Davis, Deputy Mayor West.  Nays: 0 
 
 
Deputy Mayor West says our Mayor is in Harrisburg meeting with the Lieutenant Governor. 
 
Deputy Mayor West recognizes former Councilwoman Marrea Walker-Smith and she’s here today with her students 
from Devon Prep. 
 
 Mrs. Walker-Smith says I am still very much involved in Chester.  One of my projects is the Entrepreneur Innovation 
Center.  I’m going to defer my time to my student who helped to design this Entrepreneur Innovation Center with me within the 
last year.  The goal is to provide minority communities  and it is really a challenge because without access to technology and 
entrepreneurship and all the other skill sets minorities are not able to access high paying jobs and even (inaudible) where a lot of 
these positions are going to today.  So the purpose of this is to provide that level of exposure for our Residents by offer training 
and certifications. This is a partnership which Chester Entrepreneur Innovation Center is and operated by the Chester Housing 
Authority.  (Inaudible) in expanding the opportunities beyond just the Residents in the Chester Housing Authority.  Jason (Devon 
Prep Student) says I was responsible for the Podcast Room.  Mark (Devon Prep Student) says I was responsible for the Multi-
Purpose Room. 
 



Deputy Mayor West says the Entrepreneurship Innovation Center is located in the Booker T. Washington Community 
Center, the 500 Block of Central Avenue. 
 
Councilman Green says do they just go to the center or is there a contact number or website. 
 
Former Councilwoman Walker-Smith says you can log on to the Chester Housing Authority’s Website and you can access the 
Entrepreneur Center Website from there. 
 
Reports: 
 
Budget and Finance Committee:  
Chair Davis, Roots, West  
The Committee met on April 22, 2024 at 1:00pm in Council Chambers.  The next scheduled meeting is May 20, 2024, at 1:00pm 
in Council Chambers to discuss the proposed Fee Schedule Ordinance. 
 
Community and Economic Development Committee:  
Chair Gibson, Green, Davis  
The Committee has not met since the last Council Meeting; there are no future meetings scheduled at this time.  However, there 
will be a Meeting today with L & I to discuss some things with Judy and Lamont. 
 
Human Resources, Administration, and Appointments Committee:  
Chair Roots, Davis, Gibson  
The Committee is scheduled to meet on May 20, 2024, at 12:00pm, in the Council Chambers to review board appointment 
applications. 
 
Parks and Recreation Committee:  
Chair Green, West, Davis  
The Committee has not met since the last Council Meeting; there are no future meetings scheduled at this time.  
 
Public Safety Committee:  
Chair Roots, Gibson, Green  
The Committee is scheduled to meet on May 20, 2024, at 11:00am, in the Council Chambers for the Police and Fire 
Commissioners to request repealing certain ordinances. 
 
Public Works Committee: 
Chair West, Green, Gibson 
The Committee met on April 22, 2024, at 12:00pm in Council Chambers, there are no future meetings scheduled at this time.  
 
Rules, Chambers, Intergovernmental Relations, and Strategy Committee: 
Chair Roots, West, Green 
The Committee has not met since the last Council Meeting; there are no future meetings scheduled at this time.  
 
CONTROLLER’S REPORT: Would be (3 minutes) - No report for this meeting 
 
CHIEF OF STAFF REPORT: The Parking Authority Contract has been approved.  Details will be on our website. 
 
Councilman Green says we are re-enforcing a Parking Authority Board and we are currently looking for members to be 
appointed to the Parking Authority Board.  If you’re interested please apply.  Applications are available at the front desk. 
 
Councilwoman Gibson says are we going to address the situation about the meters in front of where people live. 
 
Leonard Lightner, Chief of Staff says yes we are.  We’re putting together the education literature to notify the Residents. 
 
 
 
 



Presentation 
 
 Councilman Green presents Ralph Dorsey with a Plaque for his 20+ years of Service to the Youth & 
Community of Chester!! 
  Ralph Dorsey gives a Thank You speech. 
  
Kim Pinder-Garner says to Ralph, thank you for being a big part of his life (her son), for biddy and being selfless!!  We really 
appreciate everything that you did and continue to do!! 
 
Deputy Mayor West, Councilor Gibson, and Councilman Davis says Thank You and we appreciate you!! 
 
 
Deputy Mayor West says let’s have a moment of silence for Ms. Mary Smith. 
  

 
Public Comment 

 
Jamiel Church says thank you City Council for the Landlord’s point of view.  We had a great meeting.  The next meeting will be 
May 23 @ 2p here at City Hall.  Landlords, please come out so that you’ll know what’s going on with the City and where our fees 
are going at.  I’d like to thank the new Park Coordinator (Quan).  They came out yesterday down Sun Village working on the 
clean-up with Widener this Saturday.  If anybody is free, come on down there.  We’re even trying to get the Baseball Field back 
and running and working on having flag football at Sun Village Park. 
 
John Shelton says it’s an adjustment period and you seem to be adjusting very well.  If you don’t work (inaudible) you got to 
work on it.  It looks like you’re doing it.  Nothing is easy.  We’ve been here before.  It has to be more communication.  It is the 
only way to make this thing work.  We’d like to be a part of the decisions that are being made.   Work with us to work at it.  It has 
to be a connection here.  But don’t exclude us because we are old.  I thank you for what you have done for the duration.  Don’t 
fight, don’t (inaudible), but keep everything in sight! 
 
Delores Shelton says Mr. Dorsey, I honor you and praise you for what you are doing for Children.  Keep on and God will 
continue to Bless You because you are blessing others!  We need volunteers.  Volunteers are how you move forward.  Channel 
5…I have enjoyed to watch the Council Meetings.  Put some of those Committees on that Channel. 
 
Susan Dennis says I want to give accolades to Ralph for all you have done for the children in Chester.  I’m so glad to see that 
the Department of Transportation came in and took care of our major savors.  But now what are we going to do about our regular 
streets in Chester.  Do we have some kind of grants we can write for? 
 
Edward Nelson says since the last Council Meeting, I was publicly shamed and privately apologized to.  I got phone calls 
asking me what was Mr. Cottman and I arguing about.  Me and Mr. Cottman were nowhere near each other.  I moved myself 
because it was a crowded meeting.  The Mayor said that people could stand but I know it’s a fire hazard to stand in front of the 
door.  He (inaudible) said something about sitting.  This Mayor and Council are the only one that can fix what was publicly 
wronged and privately apologized to me.  I hope that Council and the Mayor can mention what was said privately.  The privately 
apology that I got and publicly.   Ralph, thank you. 
 
Councilman Green says Mr. Nelson, you said that only the Mayor and Council can fix this.  The Mayor has to fix it.  The Mayor 
humiliated you.  Not Council. 
 
Mr. Nelson says the Mayor did apologize to meet me privately in front of you guys. That’s why I said the Council.  I wanted a 
public apology.  You guys did not do that to me.  Right is Right and Wrong is wrong. 
 
Councilwoman Gibson says I agree that no man or woman should be disrespected or humiliated.  I wasn’t here to hear his 
apology but I apologize that you had to go through that and that your family was shamed.  
 
Councilman Davis says I was there for everything that happened.  I was there to hear the private apology.  As a Councilperson I 
want to apologize to you. 
 



Regina Minter says Ralph (your flowers).  Thank you very much.  The Pool…My son has been an employee of the pool since 
he was 16.  We would like to know if the Employees who on worked at the pool and had nothing to do with whatever was going 
on are they still going to be employed?  The Free Lunches were always in the Park down Sun Village whether there was a 
bathroom or not.  Now the lunches have to be served at True Vine because there is no bathrooms at the park.  So now they have 
to walk to True Vine?  How are they going to get there?  It’s been no bathroom for all these years. 
 
Councilman Green says earlier today we did approve for the applications to be posted for the Summer Food Program and the 
Memorial Park Pool.  So I would encourage your Son to apply.  I’m not sure when.  Chief Lightner might know when that 
application will be going on.  For clarity, we will have a Pool Management.  So we are outsourcing the Management of the Pool 
this year.  Your Son will be able to apply to that Company. 
 
Randall Robinson says there is illegal dumping in my backyard.  I need a sign for illegal dumping back there.  Can someone 
please do something about that?  (Ralph) I’m glad he received what he rightly deserve.   
 
Shannon Nelson says I’ve been providing entertainment for the City for at least 27 years.  I don’t appreciate when people who 
try to sabotage an event.  For instance, I have a friend here in the City who has events called Chester Day Festival for the kids.  
Someone from this Office reached out to him and told him he had to change the name of his event because the Mayor and I 
were having an event with the same name.  That just caused chaos.  That’s like sabotaging.  Because it goes out on Social 
Media.  People start sharing and it goes from oh we’re stealing the name, to we’re trying to black ball, and then it turns into a 
political chaos.  This was two weeks before an Event.  It took my husband and I almost a week to put this fire out.  I just don’t like 
it.  Secondly, she talks about the 1st Annual Chester Day (see attachment #2 for the information). 
 
Margaret Brown says when you look into the bathrooms at the Pool, it should go along with the bathroom at the Park because 
that has been working on and off for years.  On Ward Street that dirt pile… I watched five dump trucks dump dirt again.  All that 
dirt is constantly blowing.  I can’t breathe.  Your house and cars have dirt on them every single day.  The company is JMC.  We 
don’t know if it’s contaminated or what.  I would very much like to have a border around it inside of that fence or something. 
 
Shep Garner says thank you Ralph for your service and what you have done for all us.  I love you and we appreciate you for 
everything you have done for over the years! 
 
Amin Abdul Salim says God did not approve.  God said we will build again.  We want to rebuild.  So the idea is to stay on the 
right track.  God said it will be a new Heaven, a new Earth and a new Mind.  (Inaudible) working hard to arrive here.  Religion 
means to realign yourself back to the Lord.  One Nation Under God. 
 
Shirlene Laws says I want to speak on the Pool.  I worked there for the first time last year. I would to think that we would be 
considered for employment again.  Not just for myself but the other two women who had been there for years and have done 
very well.  I just would hope that those people who did well and had nothing to do with anything illegal that went on would be 
considered rather than just having to apply. 
 
 
 

**Public Comment addresses are in the City Clerk’s Office 
 

 
Deputy Mayor and Council Comments 

Councilwoman Gibson says Shawn, Mark and the rest of the Streets Team, I see you guys putting in the work. You deserve a 
round of applause.  The Community is looking so much better.   Keep up the good work. 
 
Councilman Green says I do see you guys out there and the work is being done.  Thank you for all the hard work you guys do.  
To Jamiel Cottman and the Sun Village crew…thank you guys.  (See attachment #2 for the information on the Block Party).  
The repairs of the streets are in the works.  There will be a Pool Management Company.  It is my hope that even though we are 
outsourcing the Management that we still post the application on line for our Chester Residents to apply.  It is my hope that the 
majority of the people hired will come from Chester.  So I would encourage you to apply again and anyone that has worked their 
in the past to apply again as well. 
 



Councilman Davis says shout to the Streets Department.  A few of you have approached me about Avenue of the States and 
getting their Handicap Parking lines painted back on the street.  You all did assure me that it is a PennDot Road and if not done 
they will take care of it (Streets Department).   Mr. Cottman thank you for all the work you’re doing down Sun Village.  I’d like to 
reiterate the importance of the Boards and Committee’s we have open for the City of Chester.  We encourage the Residents to 
apply.  Thank you to everyone at City Hall for all the hard work you are doing! 
 
Deputy Mayor West says thank you to the Streets Department and L & I for all the work you do on a daily basis.  Rev. Dr. 
George Anderson, I appreciate you coming out and blessing us today with that wonderful prayer and for your support of the 
Community.  Thank you Theresa Scott-Goode for your community engagement.  Mr. Cottman, I love the way that you advocate 
for Sun Village.  I want to thank the People who are sitting here praying for us every Council Meeting. (Deputy Mayor West 
recognizes them).  Mr. and Mrs. Shelton, you’re always talking about how old you are but you are a vital part of our Community 
and you’re still out there in the trenches and I thank God for you. 
 
 
 

There being no other business to come before Council, the meeting was adjourned at 11:58am. 
  
 
             
         Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
MAY 8, 2024        Candice Newsome, City Clerk 
 


