
         COUNCIL CHAMBERS 
         April 10, 2024 

 

MEETING OF THE 

COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHESTER 

 

A regular meeting of the Council of the City of Chester was held on the above date at 

7:08 PM with Mayor Stefan Roots presiding.  A prayer by Pastor Randy Friedman, North 

Chester Baptist Church was said followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.  The roll was called and 

 the following were present: 

 

Tameka Gibson 

Fred Green 

             Portia West 

Shy’Quan Davis 

Stefan Roots 

 

 

Public Comment on Agenda Items Only 

 

Livia Smith asked about the agenda not being on the website. 

 

Mayor Roots said, there was some technical, personal, and functional difficulty.  He 

apologized to the public and said it would never happen again. 

 

Old Business 

 

Mayor Roots referred to Solicitor Shuster regarding 2 council members being in violation 

of the city charter by serving on a paid board (Stormwater Authority).    He said, it is his 

responsibility to operate the city according to the ordinances, city charter, policies and 

codes.   Mayor Roots read Section 203 of the Charter. Attachment #1. 

 

Mayor Roots said, to Solicitor Shuster, he was aware that he informed those council 

members that are in violation of SECTION 203 PROHIBITIONS. that their paid position 

as Chester Stormwater board members put them in direct violation of the city charter. 

 

Mayor Roots said, he received Councilwoman Wests’ resignation on February 22, 2024 but 

never received Councilman Green’s resignation. He said, he heard by word of mouth that 

both councilpersons were back on the stormwater authority board.  Mayor Roots asked the 

Solicitor if both councilpersons could remain in their capacity as city council persons, while 

in violation of the city charter; can they take part in any portion of city council meetings; 

can they vote, does their vote count on matters brought before city council and should this 

meeting continue, which need to be decided before moving forward. 

 

Councilman Green read the line in the charter that reads, “No Council member shall, 

during the terms of office of the Council member, hold any other compensated position in 



the City of Chester government.  He said, Chester Stormwater is not the City of Chester 

government. 

 

Ken Shuster, Solicitor, said his recommendation upon his research was that no council 

person should sit on a paying board. He said, he had just learned tonight that the 

councilpersons were back on the board. Solicitor Shuster said, Dr. Strand cited a law that 

Dr. Strand felt supersedes the charter.   

 

Solicitor Shuster said, he does not believe that violation should preclude them from being 

sitting councilpersons but there could be sanctions. 

 

Mayor Roots asked Councilman Green and Councilwoman West if they were still on the 

board.  

 

Councilman Green and Councilwoman West said, yes, they were still on the Stormwater 

Authority board. 

  

Mayor Roots asked Solicitor Shuster, how should we precede tonight? 

 

Solicitor Shuster said, he believes that they should be seated on council to conduct the 

council meeting. 

 

Solicitor Shuster said, a councilperson can only be removed for a high crime misdemeanor 

or impeachment by the Governor. There is no other reason to remove a councilperson. 

Solicitor Shuster said, upon his research, being on the Stormwater Authority board should 

not preclude them from conducting the meeting, but if he’s correct there can be sanctions. 

He said, he will revisit his research and look at what Dr. Strand sent. 

 

Councilman Green said, the charter does not state that a member of city council cannot be 

on a paid board.  He said, what it says is, you cannot “work for Chester City government”. 

He said, Chester Stormwater Authority is its own entity and not city government. He said, 

the lawyers at the Stormwater Authority did their research as well and they believe that we 

can still be on the board so, therefore, we are still on the board. 

 

 

Mayor Roots thanked Solicitor Shuster for his opinion and read Section 203 of the Charter 

once more.  He named the Chester City authorities that were birthed by the City of 

Chester, Chester Stormwater Authority, Chester Housing Authority, Community and 

Economic Development Authority, Chester Water Authority and Chester Redevelopment 

Authority. Mayor Roots said, he will wait to see what the Solicitor comes up with. 

 

    RESOLUTION 

 

Act 32 §505 (b) requires the governing bodies of school districts, townships boroughs, 

and cities that impose an earned income tax to appoint one voting delegate and one or more 

alternate delegates to be their Tax Collection Committee (TCC) representatives.  The purpose of 



this resolution is to appoint the required delegates.  The appointed individuals have consented to 

the appointment. 

 

RESOLVED, by the Council of the City of Chester, Delaware County, Pennsylvania that 

the following individuals are appointed as TCC delegates for the City of Chester, Delaware 

County, Pennsylvania. 

 

1. Delegate: Leonard Lightner 

2. First Alternate Voting Delegate: Elenora Golson 

3. Second Alternate Voting Delegate: Lisa Morse-Rothwell 

 

If the primary voting delegate cannot be present for a TCC meeting, the first alternate 

voting delegate shall be the representative at the TCC meeting.  If both the primary voting 

delegate and the first alternate voting delegate cannot be present for a TCC meeting, the second 

alternate voting delegate shall be the representative at the TCC meeting. 

 

These appointments are effective immediately and shall continue until successors are 

appointed.  Delegates shall be appointed each year in November or December or as soon 

thereafter as possible.  All delegates shall serve at the pleasure of this Council of the City of 

Chester and may be removed at any time. 

 

On motion of Councilor West, seconded by Councilor Green, the above Resolution was 

adopted.  The following vote was taken:  Yeas:  Gibson, Green, West, Davis, Mayor Roots.  

Nays: 0  

 

 

RESOLUTION 
 

   

 WHEREAS, the City of Chester, by Resolution dated February 10, 2021, authorized the 

purchase of 106-130 E. 6th Street, Chester, PA 19013, from the Chester Upland School District in 

an “AS IS CONDITION” in the amount of $508,782.14, which represents the complete 

forgiveness of all accounts receivable claimed for crossing guard services through December 31, 

2020; and 

  

 WHEREAS, such Agreement of Sale of Real Estate provided that the Agreement be 

executed by the Buyer on or before October 28, 2020, with settlement and delivery of the Deed 

no later than November 16, 2020; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the City of Chester and the Chester Upland School District wish to amend 

Section II, entitled SETTLEMENT, of the Agreement to revise the settlement and delivery of the 

Deed to be no later than June 30, 2024. 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHESTER DOES 

RESOLVE; 

 



1.  That it does hereby approve Addendum No. 1, attached hereto, amending the 

Agreement of Sale of Real Estate for the sale of 106-130 E. 6th Street by the Chester 

Upland School District to the City of Chester as follows: 

 

“Section II, SETTLEMENT, of the Agreement is amended to provide that this 

Addendum must be executed by the Buyer on or before June 1, 2024, with settlement 

and delivery of the Deed at such date and place as mutually shall be agreed upon, but 

no later than June 30, 2024.” 

 

2. All other terms and conditions of the Agreement remain unchanged and in full force 

and effect. 

  

  On motion of Councilor West, seconded by Councilor Green the above 

Resolution was adopted.  The following vote was taken:  Yeas: Gibson, Green, West, Davis, 

Mayor Roots.  Nays: 0. 

     

RESOLUTION 

 

 WHEREAS, the City of Chester (“City”) fully supports the submission of a 

Transportation and Community Development Initiative (“TCDI”) planning grant application by 

Delaware County (“County”), to request planning grant dollars from the Delaware Valley 

Regional Planning Commission (“DVRPC”); and 

 WHEREAS, the City fully understands if chosen for funding, that DVRPC will provide 

project management and oversight of the planning grant, and shall advise on the qualification-

based procurement process, if required; and 

 WHEREAS, the City fully understands that DVRPC will contract directly with a 

consultant chosen through a fair and open procurement process on behalf of the project sponsor; 

and  

 WHEREAS, the City fully understands the application requirements including the 

County coordination and attachments. 

 

 NOW THEREFORE, THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHESTER DOES 

RESOLVE; 

 That the City of Chester hereby authorizes Delaware County (“County”) to submit an 

application to DVRPC for a TCDI planning grant and agrees that, if selected for the TCDI grant, 

the City will take all necessary action for the County to complete the project associated with the 

grant agreement within the 24-month timeframe, which includes the submission of all 

documentation and records that may be required by DVRPC to ensure proper allocation of costs 

and resources and provide proof of adoption or acceptance of the final deliverable by Chester 



City Council through a resolution that must be submitted no later than December 31, 2026 to 

DVRPC. 

 On motion of Councilor, West seconded by Councilor Green, the above Resolution was 

adopted.  The following vote was taken:  Yeas: Gibson, Green, West, Davis, Mayor Roots 

Nays:0  

.     RESOLUTION 

WHEREAS, the Pennsylvania Commission on Crime and Delinquency (PCCD) awarded 

the Delaware County District Attorney’s Office, Two Million Dollars ($2,000,000) from the 

2022 Pennsylvania Commission on Crime and Delinquency Violence Intervention and 

Prevention (VIP) Grant, #36733; and 

WHEREAS, the County, as the recipient of funding for the original grant term of 

February 1, 2022, through February 1, 2024, subsequently extended the term to December 31, 

2024; and 

 WHEREAS, the County and City believe it is in the best interest to use a portion of the 

PCCD VIP grant funds for the Chester Police Department. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHESTER DOES 

RESOLVE: 

That it does hereby accept the designated portion of the awarded Two Million Dollars 

($2,000,000) from the Pennsylvania Commission on Crime and Delinquency Violence 

Intervention and Prevention Grant #36733, through its award recipient the County of Delaware, 

to reduce the incidents of gun violence and support the capacity of the Chester Police 

Department to advance the grant objective. 

 FURTHER, it does authorize the Mayor and the City Clerk to execute said agreement 

for and on behalf of the City of Chester. 

On motion of Councilor West, seconded by Councilor Green the above Resolution was 

adopted.  The following vote was taken:  Yeas:  Gibson, Green, West, Davis, Mayor Roots  

Nays: 0 

Mayor Roots comment, we are not receiving two million dollars; we are receiving a 

designated portion of the two million dollars. 

Ken Shuster, Solicitor said, resolution 32 and 33 have been removed from the agenda. 

Report from Committee Meeting 

Councilman Davis said, the Budget and Finance Committee met on Monday, April 8, 2024 

to discuss the fee ordinance. The next meeting will be on Monday, April 22, 2024 at 

1:00pm.  He said they discussed the fee ordinances which covers all fees for work and 



services in the city.  He said, the decision was tabled until the next meeting in order to have 

further discussion. 

Councilman Green said, he has not received a finance (expenditure) report as of yet.  It is 

his hope that Council will begin to receive those reports either bi-weekly or monthly. 

Mayor Roots said, no other committee has met as of yet. 

Councilwoman West said, the public works committee will meet on Monday, April 22, 2024 

at 12:00pm. 

Mayor Roots read the City of Chester’s upcoming events calendar flyer. Attachment #2 

 

Public Comment 

 

Jamiel Cottman said, he was here on behalf of Sun Village.  He thanked Councilman Green and 

Davis for coming to the Easter egg hunt. He said, the city’s Parks coordinator sent all resources 

to other parks for the Easter egg hunt.  He said, he has been waiting for 2 months for a permit for 

a violence prevention event.  

 

Livia Smith said, the street between Edward and Flower Street has been blocked off for 2 

months.  She is concern about why the street has been blocked off so long.  She asked if there 

were plans for that area.  Livia Smith asked, if there were any plans to repave Melrose Avenue?  

She asked if there were going to be a State of the city address.  She said, local ordinances does 

not trump State ordinances.  She asked Mayor and Council to look into that. 

 

John Shelton was concerned about handicap parking zone. He asked if the residents were 

notified in reference to the parking.  He asked if there is a plan to handle it.  

 

James Allen, Director of Elections spoke about polling place changes.  He said, letters were sent 

out to polling place managers.  He said, there were 2 structures that have physical failures; Sun 

Village polling place and the barn in Chester Park.  He said, Sun Village voters will go to Gilbert 

Ballroom and voters who voted at the barn in Chester Park will vote at Parkside Firehouse, in 

Parkside. He said, there are a number of paid positions for poll workers in various precincts; pay 

ranges from $190-$340 depending on training. If you work 2 precincts you can make $490 with 



sufficient training, you can make from $150- $490.  You can call the poll worker hotline at 484-

460-3750 or visit the website delcovotespollworkerresources.com. 

 

Councilman Green asked, with the election 2 weeks away, how do you plan on notifying voters 

in both districts, Sun Village and Chester Park?  Is there a conflict or anything legal for voters to 

vote outside of their municipality? 

 

James Allen said, notification went out over a week ago and there are postings on the former 

polling places.  Notices were mailed to all voters in those areas.  He said, he was here because 

Councilwoman West hadn’t received a notice of the change in polling places. 

 

Mayor Roots said he will be calling on Mr. James to come in before every election and speak to 

everyone in regards to the election. 

 

Councilwoman West asked Commissioner Gretsky if a conversation could be had with the 

Parkside police prior to election day to make sure that they know voters from Chester will 

be there.  She thanked Mr. Allen for coming out to speak about the changing of the polling 

places. 

 

Commissioner Gretsky said, he will place the call to Parkside police department. 

 

Desiree Jones said, she was here on behalf of Delta Sigma Theta Sorority Inc. Chester Alumni 

Chapter to hear what is needed from Chester and how they can be of support.  She said, they 

would like to partner with Chester regarding gun reduction and violence and how they can 

support Chester in that effort. She said, they give out 10-$20,000.00 scholarships every year to 

high schools in Chester and the surrounding area. 

 

Ed Nelson said, 1116 Potter Street has been vacant for years and is falling.  He is concerned that 

the building may fall on someone.  He thanked the parks department for cutting the grass and 

said he was pleased to see the guys out working.  He asked everyone to come out to the 

fundraising event on May 10th at Harrah’s Casino to help the Chester basketball team. 



 

Lynn Johnson asked, what is the process to obtain speed bumps on Sunnyside Avenue and what 

is the criteria to obtain a position on the boards in the city?  

 

Councilwoman Gibson commended Lynn Johnson for her work in the community. 

 

Alonzo Burton was concerned about the rental fees imposed on landlords.  He thinks that the 

fees are excessive. He said, he was frustrated to hear that his tenants came home to see stickers 

on his property stating that the property was unlawful. He would like the landlords with multiple 

properties to be looked at differently when paying the rental fees.  He said, he has a meeting set 

up with Mr. Lightner, Chief of Staff. 

 

Karen Dunlap was concerned about the timing of the traffic lights on 2nd and Flower; State 

Route 291.  She asked, can community service workers pick up trash? Can we have public 

service announcements as how to use the new trash cans? 

 

Calvin Church asked about a meeting with Judy Richards, L & I.  He said, the meeting was 

scheduled for April 23, 2024 which is election day. 

 

Margaret Johnson said, she had a concerned that there is no insulation being placed in the 

renovated home next door.  She said, she contacted the license and inspection department and 

was unable to get help. 

 

Bernadette Raymond thanked Mayor Roots for the street lights on Beverly Lane being operable 

again.  She said, the 1200 block of Perkins Street has dumping. She would like it cleaned up.  

She said, potholes that were once filled on Perkins St. are opening back up. 

 

Councilwoman West thanked Mr. Alexander for helping to get the street lights operable 

again on Beverly Lane. 

 



Jayci Mollichella read a letter on behalf of David Kronheim.  She read about the Stormwater 

Authority, Horace Strand, Commissioner Gretsky, police pensions, police union, police officers, 

updating zoning, Covanta and Delcora. 

 

Inez Williams said, she is speaking on behalf of the landlords.  She said, she paid $6,000 for 

rental fees and has not gotten her certificates as of yet.   She was concerned about not being 

informed of the increase in rental fees.  She said, she is receiving violation letters, but have not 

received her certificates. 

 

Mr. Salim said, the last shall be first; let age think of youth and youth will not turn rebellious; the 

way will be made clear. 

 

Bettie Whitaker is concerned about a pipe coming out of a basement window at 2624 which is 

causing sewage in her basement.  She said, there are rooms being rented at 2624 W. 7th St. 

 

Councilwoman West said, this is what happens when we can’t follow through. 

 

Mayor Roots said, this is what happens when we are overwhelmed here in city hall with 

issues of 100-year-old homes that haven’t been well maintained. He said, this is what 

happens when here in city hall, we have a department not equipped to handle the volume of 

issues that we have.  He said, this is why you’re seeing salaries increased here to attract 

talent; we have to attract people who are willing to stay; if they want to come here and 

work, we will pay them and they are expected to work.  Mayor Roots said, the State of the 

City will be on May 1, 2024 at, Latham Hall, 10:00am; it will be broadcast live, recorded 

and put on the website.  Mayor Roots said, you will hear 3 things; what we’re doing on a 

day-to-day basis to improve city government, what we’re doing to correct some of the 

issues and problems that have been lingering for so long and what the vision is for the city. 

 

 

 

 



Mayor Comments and Responses  

 

Not being able to be in Sun Village for the Easter Egg Hunt: Mayor Roots said. he can’t be 

in 2 places at one time.  He said, he visited 2 other Easter egg hunts; He said, he did drive 

by Sun Village Park.  

 

Grass Cutting: Mayor Roots said, grass isn’t usually cut until May 1st.  He said, seasonal 

workers will begin June 1st. 

 

Street blocked off on Flower St: Mayor Roots said, he often asked about this street being 

blocked off.  He said, the Mother’s Day will travel on its old route from Memorial Park to 

3rd St.   

 

Repaving of Streets: Mayor Roots said, there is a street surveys being done at this time. 

 

Parking and handicap fees: Mayor Roots said, the city is checking to see if these fees are up 

to date.  

 

Employees from City of Chester:  It would be great to have all employees from the city 

 

Mayor Roots thanked Jim Allen for coming to tonight’s council meeting. 

 

Registration fees for rental properties: Mayor Roots said, the 2023 ordinance regarding 

registration fee for rental properties are here to stay.  

 

Flashing lights on 3rd and Flower: Mayor Roots said, a street survey is being done. 

 

Community service:  Mayor Roots said, community service help comes from Delaware 

County. He said, SCI came out in the past to clean the parks and they did a good job. 

 



Meeting date with Judy Richards on election day:  Mayor Roots said, that was probably an 

oversight by Judy Richards to schedule a meeting on election day.  Another meeting day 

will be set up. 

 

Sound barriers between walls: Mayor Roots said, he doesn’t know the answer to that.  It 

has to do with the original construction of the homes. He said, he will find out what the 

answer is. 

 

Lights on the 1200 block of Perkins St.:  Mayor Roots said, he was glad that the lights are 

back on. 

 

Sump pump: Mayor Roots said, he will look to see if there’s some sort of code in L & I to 

see how sump pumps are installed. 

 

Councilwoman West apologized to Mr. Cottman for not being able to make the Easter Egg 

hunt in Sun Village.  She said, she and Councilwoman Gibson were preparing for a 

luncheon for the family who lost their loved one. She is normally at Sun Village every year.   

 

This Council Meeting has been recorded. 

 

There being no other business to come before Council, the meeting was adjourned at 9:00 

PM. 

  

 

       Respectfully submitted, 
 
 

       Joan Neal, Acting City Clerk 


