
 
         COUNCIL CHAMBERS 
         MARCH 27, 2024                        
 
 
 

MEETING OF THE  
COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHESTER 

 
 

Mayor and Council go into an Executive Session (10:04am) to discuss Zoning Board Appointments and 
Bill#1/Ordinance #1 of 2024. (Returned at 10:33am) 
 

A regular meeting of the Council of the City of Chester was held on the above date at 10:33am with Mayor Roots 
presiding.  A prayer was said by Chaplain Dr. Lisa R. Dennis followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.  The roll was called and the 
following were present: 

 
Tameka Gibson 

Fred Green 
Portia West  

Shy’Quan Davis 
Mayor Stefan Roots  

 
 

On motion of Councilor West, seconded by Councilor Green, the minutes of the previous meeting (February 14, 2024 
and February 28, 2024) were approved.  The following vote was taken:  Yeas:  Gibson, Green, West, Davis, Mayor Roots.    
Nays: 0. 
 

Mayor Roots asked if anyone in the audience had any comments on Agenda items only.   
 
Livia Smith says on the Agenda…Ordinance for Final Approval.  This Ordinance that you are proposing has it to seem that the 
City is in charge of Stormwater Management and that has to do with Section 3 (c).  The 2035 Long Term Plan that was adopted 
in November 2023, it indicated that Stormwater Authority has (inaudible) total control of Stormwater Management.  It seems that 
you’re trying to include Stormwater as an asset of the City which it is not.  It’s a separate Entity.  So I’m just wondering for 
clarification, what that actually meant in Section 3 (c). 
 
Leonard Lightner, Chief of Staff reads Section 3 (c)…it falls under Additional Promises and Community Benefits. (c) says 
Stormwater Management. The Project will have a stormwater management system approved by the City of Chester.  
Stormwater Management is a larger scale (inaudible) when we’re talking about pipes, the inlets.  He then gives a brief summary 
of the SALDO and the 2035 Long Term Plan.  It’s a plan as to how you move forward on how you do development in the City.  It 
does talk about collaboration with the Stormwater Authority.  It is a plan.  It is a collaboration between us, the City, and 
Stormwater Authority.  But when it comes to the action of improvements, Stormwater Authority does and should look at the plans 
of Stormwater and review the plans.  But, the City ultimately is the one that signs off on the plans in order for those plans to be 
recorded at the County.  Council will discuss that in their voting process on this Ordinance. 
 
Ms. Smith says because you said the word “collaborate”.  Collaborate means you have to at least have a conversation with the 
individual.  I’m just saying that I have not had a conversation with anyone in deals with Stormwater from the City Government as 
far as the Mayor or the Receiver. 
 
Ken Schuster, City Solicitor reads Section 3 (c).  The City has decided to change the language and indicate (c) will read as 
follows: Stormwater Management.  The project will have a Stormwater Management System to be approved in accordance with 
the City Stormwater Management Ordinance. 
 
Anita Littleton says what are the qualifications/process to be on the Zoning Hearing Board and how do we find out who these 
Board Members are? 
 



Mayor Roots says Mayor and Council have been assigned to Committees.  The Committees have been formed.  In May we will 
start working on things in our Community.   
 
Reports: 
Budget and Finance Committee:  
Chair Davis, Roots, West  
The Committee has not met since the last Council Meeting; the next meeting is scheduled for April 8, 2024, at 1 PM in Council 
Chambers.  
Community and Economic Development Committee:  
Chair Gibson, Green, Davis  
The Committee has not met since the last Council Meeting; there are no future meetings scheduled at this time.  
Human Resources, Administration, and Appointments Committee:  
Chair Roots, Davis, Gibson  
The Committee has not met since the last Council Meeting; there are no future meetings scheduled at this time.  
Parks and Recreation Committee:  
Chair Green, West, Davis  
The Committee has not met since the last Council Meeting; there are no future meetings scheduled at this time.  
Public Safety Committee:  
Chair Roots, Gibson, Green  
The Committee has not met since the last Council Meeting; there are no future meetings scheduled at this time.  
Public Works Committee: 
Chair West 
The Committee has not met since the last Council Meeting; there are no future meetings scheduled at this time.  
CONTROLLER’S REPORT: Would be (3 minutes) - No report for this meeting 
 
 
On motion of Councilor West, seconded by Councilor Green, to TABLE Resolutions #25 and #27 (Both are Zoning 
Hearing Board Appointments).  The following vote was taken:  Yeas:  Gibson, Green, West, Davis, Mayor Roots.    Nays: 
0. 
 
 
 

  The City Clerk proceeded with the reading of the Ordinances. 
 
 
BILL NO. 1 
ORD. 1, 2024 

 
AN ORDINANCE 

LAST AND FINAL READING 
 
   AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF CHESTER, DELAWARE COUNTY, 
   PENNSYLVANIA, ENACTING NEW ARTICLE 108, ENTITLED  

“CHESTER COMMUNITY BENEFITS” AMENDING THE CODIFIED  
ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF CHESTER, PENNSYLVANIA, 

   1978, AS SUPPLEMENTED AND AMENDED, TO REQUIRE COMMUNITY 
   BENEFITS AGREEMENTS FOR CERTAIN DEVELOPMENT PROJECTS 
   THAT RECEIVE CITY SUPPORT OR FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE INCLUDING 
   ABATEMENT OF MUNICIPAL TAXES; ALL UNDER CERTAIN TERMS 
   AND CONDITIONS, REPEALING ALL ORDINANCES OR PARTS OF 
   ORDINANCES INCONSISTENT THEREWITH. 
 
Ken Schuster, City Solicitor says the Ordinance will remain as is with the following revision:  Section IV (c) will read as 
follows:  Stormwater Management.  The project will have a Stormwater Management System approved in accordance with the 
City Stormwater Management Ordinance.  I indicate that it is not a subsequent change not requiring an additional reading at any 
further Council Meeting of this Ordinance. 



     
On motion of Councilor West, seconded by Councilor Green, Bill No. 1, 2024 was passed on its LAST AND FINAL 

READING.  The following vote was taken:  Yeas:  Gibson, Green, West, Davis, Mayor Roots.  Nays: 0 
 
 

The City Clerk proceeded with the reading of the Resolutions. 
 

 
RESOLUTION 
 
 WHEREAS, the following individuals have requested a handicapped parking zone: 
 

1. Walter Coleman, 1309 Parker Street, Chester, PA  19013 
2. Kevin Walker, 317 Palmer Street, Chester, PA  19013 

 
 WHEREAS, after a thorough investigation by the Department of Public Works, it has been determined the 
aforementioned individuals have met all of the required criteria and have a need for said handicapped parking zone. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHESTER DOES RESOLVE: 
 
 That it does hereby authorize the proper City officials to install a handicapped parking zone in the 1300 Block of Parker 
Street, and in the 300 Block of Palmer Street, in the City of Chester. 
 

On motion of Councilor West, seconded by Councilor Green, the above Resolution was adopted.  The following vote 
was taken:  Yeas:  Gibson, Green, West, Davis, Mayor Roots.  Nays: 0 
 
RESOLUTION 
 
 THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHESTER DOES RESOLVE: 
 
 That it does hereby appoint Edward Nelson, as a member of the City of Chester Zoning Hearing Board, to fill the 
unexpired term of Shy’Quan Davis, term to expire December 31, 2027. 
 

On motion of Councilor West, seconded by Councilor Green, the above Resolution was adopted.  The following vote 
was taken:  Yeas:  Gibson, Green, West, Davis, Mayor Roots.  Nays: 0 
 
RESOLUTION 
 
 THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHESTER DOES RESOLVE: 
 
 That it does hereby appoint Michael Reed, as a member of the City of Chester Zoning Hearing Board, term to expire 
December 31, 2028. 
 

On motion of Councilor West, seconded by Councilor Green, the above Resolution was adopted.  The following vote 
was taken:  Yeas:  Gibson, Green, West, Davis, Mayor Roots.  Nays: 0 
 
  

New Business 

 Councilman Green says thank you to the Organizations and the People that helped with the Clean-Up at 
Sun Village Park this past weekend.  There will be a Town Hall Community Listening Session on April 11 in 
the Community Room from 6p-8p. 

 Councilwoman Gibson says there is a Community Interaction Information Session with The Stormwater 
Authority of the City of Chester on April 4 @ 7pm at the Stormwater Authority Office, 29 E. 5th Street, Chester 
PA. 



 Councilwoman West says I’ve been working with Keystone First.  On May 4 from 1p-4p, there will be a 
High Tide Tea for women ages 25-45.  It will be at the Building on 9th Street.  There will be a Speaker and 
Vendors there.   

 Councilman Davis says going forward once a month we will be meeting with a gentleman Mr. Willam 
Pennywell from M & T Bank.  We don’t have a bank currently in Chester.  So in (inaudible) to get that 
conversation started with Economic Development and different things like that.  The date and time will be 
coming soon. 
 
 

Mayor and Council Comments 

Mayor Roots says we’re continuing to make strong connections with our partners in government both Counties, State and 
Federal.  Next week, Senator Casey will be here at City Hall.  There are a lot of areas of concern that we have and the top five 
are: Infrastructure, Renovations for Senior Living High Rises, Waterfront (Recreational Activities), Main Stream Improvements 
(From Deshong Park down to the front doors of City Hall), Lloyd Street Bridge.  
 
Councilwoman West says Lloyd Street Bridge.  Mark Alexander and I met with some folks from Senator Casey’s Office.  I’ve 
been communicating as to how dangerous it is and it doesn’t have a good look.  I have petitions that I’m going to submit to 
Senator Casey’s Office but they have been very supportive of us.  We’re working very hard to make this bridge a reality. 
 
Mayor Roots says (see attachment #1).   
 
Councilwoman Gibson says let’s a have a moment of silence for La’najah Brooker and her Family.  I’d like to offer my 
condolences to the Family.  On this Saturday we plan to meet at the Playground at 11a to distribute food to the Community.  If 
you’d like to donate, you can leave it here or you can see me after this meeting.  Give our Officers and First Responders a hand 
for all the hard work they have done.  Thank you to the Community, State Rep Carol Kazeem, the Chaplains and Ms. Littleton.  
Let’s rally behind this Family and give them more than a prayer.  Let’s give them some hope and some help! 
 
Mayor Roots says we had so much help from places all around, locally and even the U.S. Coast Guard.   
 
Councilman Green says I’d like to recognize some new employees.  Nasir Leach, Community Liaison, Dr. J, Parks & 
Recreation Program Coordinator, Demitrious Pearson, Fleet Manager. 
 
Councilwoman West says also our Engineer, Dave Schwartz.  He was in that meeting too regarding the Lloyd Street Bridge. 
 
 
 

Public Comment 
 
Chaplain Lisa Dennis says March is Women’s History Month.  I am a Trustee for the Chaplain for Chaplains that reside in the 
old Navy Yard in Philadelphia.  We recently had a ceremony honoring women for Women’s History Trailblazers and we had 46 
women and most of those were from Chester.  I’d like to recognize our Councilwoman/Chaplain Tameka Gibson Williams.  
(Chaplain Dennis presents her with a Certificate and a Letter of Congratulations).  Councilwoman West was also a recipient.  If 
you have any nominations let us know. 
 
Councilwoman Gibson says Congratulations to the other women who was at the event and received this award. 
 
Dr. Horace Strand says I’d like to offer my condolences to the Family of the six year old (inaudible) our waterways.  I’m here to 
represent the Chester Stormwater Authority.  The Authority that was established in 2016 by Mayor and Council.  For the past 
six/seven years we have been faithfully carrying out the assignment that we were given.  That is that Stormwater Authority 
prevent the poisons from going into the Delaware River and reduce the flooding in our City.  We have raised over 50 million 
dollars in revenues and almost 13 million dollars in grant money that has been given to the City of Chester for improvements to 
do the work that we have done.  I will continue to carry out the assignment that this City Council has given us to do.  We are 
open to the Public.  Three members of my Board was told that they had to resign because Elected Officials are not allowed to sit 
on paid boards.  (See attachment #3) which is the documentation from the Legislature regarding Appointments and 



incompatible offices.  You cannot remove an Elected Official from a Paid Board without due cause and the only way you can 
remove an Elected Official from a Board is through a Common Pleas Court. 
 
Mayor Roots says I don’t know what, who, when any of your Board Members were told they had to resign.  They weren’t 
(inaudible) by anyone here.  They all offered letters of resignation. 
 
Ken Schuster, City Solicitor says respectfully the (inaudible) of Solicitor as well as the Solicitor for the Stormwater Authority 
disagreeing with the interpretation (inaudible).  I would indicate that the documentation submitted exclusively refers to Boroughs.   
 
Elizabeth Williams says (inaudible) the Health Department.  I see here a Delco Judge temporarily paused County Health 
Inspections after eight Townships filed against them.  That revenue that they took from the City of Chester was our revenue.  It 
needs to be placed back here in the City because those Inspectors are inspecting everywhere.  I’m asking that who’s ever 
over/or in charge of the Health Department to go out to the County and get our revenue back. 
 
Mayor Roots says I’d like to recognize the Women’s Health Conference that took place on Saturday was Amazing!!  Thank you 
Ms. Carter.   
 
Inez Williams says I am here representing the Landlords of Chester and since there is a lot of Landlords here that have 
concerns with L&I.  We spoke to Mr. Lightner and instead of everybody coming up we are going to set up a meeting. 
 
Mayor Roots says we will have a public hearing on Rental Registration with the Landlords (if that’s the topic).  
 
Ms. Williams says it’s not just about the License. 
 
 

*Spanish Community (Highland Gardens) (Mayor Roots says we will set up a meeting) 
 

*Hugo Corolovillo says she (Anita Littleton) for the Spanish here in Chester City.  Ms. Littleton says our Spanish Community 
here in Chester and Council preparing to make it inclusive for all of them.  It’s important to have a translator here.  There is a 
number of them here today in representation to get involved here in the City of Chester.  There are a lot of issues.  There is a lot 
of problems with the L&I Department.  There is some concerns in the Hispanic Community that they are possibly getting racially 
profiled, experiencing discrimination.  We want to make sure that there are not illegal activities.  Mr. Hugo then speaks in 
Spanish. 
 
*Jose Quilli says (inaudible) L& I fees situation.  They said if I don’t pay I will be charged $1,000 a day. 
 
*Jose Caballero (through an interpreter) says an inspector gave a whole bunch of violations and they must be fixed by April 
29.  They are making him put windows back in the property where a door is but they’re telling him to put windows.  He has a gate 
at the property but they’re making him put an open and closed gate at the property. 
 
Mayor Roots says these are issues that specifically have to go back to L&I.  These aren’t things that we can resolve in a City 
Council Meeting.  We’ve hired bi-lingual in our License and Inspection Department recognizing that we haven’t had people that 
couldn’t speak Spanish at the front desk. 
 
*Juan Hernandez (through an interpreter) says his concerns are he’s being charged for doing work on his properties from 
years back.  He said he thinks that it’s unfair.  He did some cement work and he’s being charged for that.   All he is trying to do is 
make Chester look better.  He doesn’t understand why when he was just trying to do something good. 
 
Mayor Roots says he definitely deserves to know why. 
 
*Mr. Tibillin says I scheduled a final inspection last Monday for my house.  The inspector said your house is fine.  But according 
(inaudible) didn’t get a permit.  I’m confused (inaudible).  It doesn’t make sense.  They said the house is fine. 
 
Mayor Roots says you should understand the permit process with repairs to your home.  Ms. Judy Richards, her department 
resolves those issues on a daily basis.  Take the time and make an appointment with her and her inspectors. 



*Jose Buestan (through an interpreter) says my dad brought a house recently and the owner that sold him the house he had 
taxes and now the people that are in charge of the taxes they want my Father to pay the taxes when he wasn’t responsible and 
wasn’t the owner of the property at that time.  Also, the owner of the house was working on the property without a permit and 
know they want to charge us for the work that had already been done. 
 
Mayor Roots says those are issues that we will take up with our Director of Inspectors, License and Inspections.  Once you’re 
done with them she can take you to the tax office right here in City Hall. 
 
Councilwoman Gibson says in regards to our Hispanic Community, you guys are important to the City of Chester.  The last 
couple of weeks I have been out in the Community of Highland Gardens.  I talked to Dr. Barrett at Widener University and she 
has agreed to allow some bi-lingual students to come to the meetings.  So that things can be translated and you all be heard as 
well. 
 
Ralph Williams says taxes and how they are going up.  Why are my taxes still escalating and we have two different entities 
doing the same thing?   
 
Mayor Roots says that’s a perfect segway for the Thursday, April 4, 7p meeting at the Stormwater Authority Office.  I encourage 
you to attend. 
 
Livia Smith says I’m asking will I receive a Stormwater Ordinance with the change that has taken place. 
 
Mayor Roots says sure. 
 
Anita Littleton says I’d like to thank Mayor and Council, all the responders from inside of Chester and out in their work efforts 
for the tragedy that we all experienced as a City in trying to rescue our little Angel here in Chester City.  Thank you to the Fire 
Commissioner and his commitment to exhaust everything to do what needed to be done.  I came in today to be representation to 
the Hispanic Community.  We did make prior communication with the Mayor’s Office in acts of today to let them know that some 
of the Hispanic Community was going to be here at this Council Meeting to be representation.   
 
Nasir Leach says (see attachment #3). 
 
Darren Laws says I’ve been working with not just the Latino Community but working with everyone in the Community.  From the 
past administration to Councilwoman West, Fred Green, Mark Alexander, we have been working up in the Spanish Community 
with them.  I’d like to commend Mark Alexander and thank you Mayor Roots for the pothole situation in Highland Gardens.  You 
guys have not been forgotten about (looking and talking to the Spanish Community in the audience).  It’s a work in progress.  We 
have to work together. 
 
Jamiel Cottman says Mayor, thank you for coming out to Biddy and seeing the 11-13 win the Chip.  The kids enjoyed you being 
there.  I’m thankful for Fred Green, the Parks Department for allowing us to come together.  We will be having an Easter Egg 
Hunt down Sun Village Park, this Saturday from 2-4.  Please, Please, Please come out and enjoy yourselves!!   
 
Howard Patterson says I was told that I was going to be a part of this new Zoning Board and somebody gave something to me 
saying that I’m an alternate.  I don’t understand what alternate means because (inaudible) I am not. 
 
Councilman Davis says I’ve recently served on the Zoning Hearing Board and would you like for me to explain what alternate 
means. 
 
Mr. Patterson says (inaudible) you can respond to me later.  I’m filling out an application for petition to have all our Council 
Meetings in the evening.  What is the City’s intention to be inclusive with the youth of our City far as participating in the jobs that’s 
coming to the City?  (Inaudible) about this alternate but I’m not an alternate to anything. 
 
Calvin Church says 10th Street by Columbus…that blacktop has not been done in years and 332 Taylor Terrace hasn’t been 
done in years.  We have the best water in the Country.  We should be talking to these companies like Campbell Soup that need 
water to make their product.  I don’t know why we don’t have more corporations in our City that actually need our water.  We get 
these companies in it would take some pressure off our Landlords.  When the airplanes fly over Chester are they supposed to be 
on the waterfront or are they supposed to be flying over the City because I know that’s supposed to be a violation if they are 



flying over the City.  That means pollution is coming down.  They can flush the toilet and that’s coming down.  You got to watch 
this stuff because they are not flying over water.  They are flying over the City. 
 
Brown Williams says all these different people in here and before you couldn’t speak in here if you wasn’t from Chester.  It’s 
only supposed to be for the public of Chester.  The Hispanic people up in Highland Gardens…they went up there and cleaned 
that place up.  I don’t see the Inspectors on the street no more.  Now these people want to come in your house and fine you.  
That’s not good. In the back of me they are tearing up the garage and bricks are all over the place.  The Park up there by me… 
water running out of there like a river down 4th Street. 
 
Margaret Brown says this is a safety issue.  I noticed that there is an Easter Egg Hunt Saturday at Memorial Park.  The water is 
still standing by the Library.  All these Children are going to be at the Park Saturday.   
 
Councilwoman West says it’s not on that side. 
 
Ms. Brown says but we know children are going to roam.  So is there going to be some type of safety measure?  Whose issue is 
it?  The City or Stormwater? 
 
Stephanie Hall, Parks Manager says there will be volunteers there for the safety measures to make sure that area will not be 
occupied by children/adults to make sure everybody is safe. 
 
Brenda Savage says welcome to the new Mayor and Council.  I know they are having problems (Hispanic Community).  A lot of 
the problems they are having…those problems are affecting my properties.  In fact, one of them have pipes running from septic 
system/sewer system…all pipes running water from in  the basement they’re running water into my properties.  Whoever is going 
to translate for them should know vocabulary of sewer, water electric, etc. and need to know how to give them the rules and 
regulations. 
 
 
 

**Public Comment addresses are in the City Clerk’s Office 
 
 

Mayor Roots says if Mr. McDaniels can come up and give a brief explanation of what you do. 
 
Mr. Harold Mc Daniels Director of Rescue Relief for Senior Citizens says we help Seniors with financial distress. For more 
information (see attachment #4) 
 

 
MAYOR AND COUNCIL REMARKS 

 
Mayor Roots says I’d like to recognize Isaiah and Robin Jones.  The Jones Scholarship Fund Banquet was last weekend.  Not 
only does he recognize Community members but he just does this special recognition for kids that are on the Autism Spectrum.  
The Biddy League Championships were amazing.  As the Philadelphia Union build their arena down the waterfront they are 
going to incorporate Biddy League in their new arena.  That will be the home of Biddy League Basketball.  Chester High Baseball 
is having their first game of the season.  It was yesterday.  I got out there and threw the opening pitch.  There are very spirited 
young men on the team.  They won 5-4 over Academy Park.  The L&I piece has been well explored.  Landlords…that $200 
registration fee.  It’s all about building up (inaudible) that can serve us well.  It is absolutely necessary that we consistently bring 
in the funding year end and year out to build up our License and Inspection Department.  The Chester Day that is coming up that 
I’m sponsoring…it’s a fundraiser and it’s specifically for the Boys Basketball Team.  It is not a City function.  Street 
Paving…we’re doing a study (street survey) all around the City.  When it’s done we will have a priority list of what streets need to 
be done before the others.  Anyone that has potholes please let us know.  It took a lot of courage for the Hispanic Community to 
come out.  The doors are open.  Just come out.  Evening Meetings…there are six this year (every other month).  April 10 will be 
the next evening Meeting.  The meetings are always available for you to view.   
 
Councilman Gibson says do not forget about the Family of Li’najah Brooker.  If anyone would like to donate you can see me 
after the Council Meeting.  We can all meet up on Saturday at 11 at the Park on 8th Street. 
 



Mayor Roots says make sure you get (attachment #5). 
 
Ken Schuster, City Solicitor says there was an Executive Session on March 25 at 2:20pm to discuss Legal and 
Personnel Matters. 
 
 
 

There being no other business to come before Council, the meeting was adjourned at 1:00pm. 
  
 
        Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
MARCH 27, 2024       Candice Newsome, City Clerk 
 


