
         COUNCIL CHAMBERS 
         March 13, 2024 

 

MEETING OF THE 

COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHESTER 

 

A regular meeting of the Council of the City of Chester was held on the above date at 

10:02 AM with Mayor Stefan Roots presiding.  A prayer by Father Robert Ianelli, St. Katherine 

Drexel Catholic Church was said followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.  The roll was called and 

 the following were present: 

 

Tameka Gibson 

Fred Green 

             Portia West 

Shy’Quan Davis 

Stefan Roots 

 

Councilwoman Portia West was present via telephone. 

 

Announcements 

- City Council met in Executive Session on Wednesday, March 6, 2024 

- The 2nd Annual Women’s Health Conference will be held at St. Luke’s Church on 

March 23, 2024 – Cost Free (Attachment #1) 

- Vaccine Clinic – March 21, 2024, at Edgmont Senior Apartments from 11 AM – 2 

PM (Attachment #2) 

 

Public Comment on Agenda Items Only 

 

Mel Campbell had concerns about the streets in the city needing repair. i.e. potholes. 

  

Mayor Roots response: Mayor Roots said, now that we have an engineering firm, we will have 

the ability to do a full city road maintenance program. 

 

Diane Nowell had a concern about the corner of 25th & Providence.  She said there is an 

Ordinance in their neighborhood that there should be no businesses there. She has concern about 

the logs that are stacked on the corner of 25th & Providence. She said there are been complaints 

and nothing has been done. 

 

Mayor Roots response: Mayor Roots said, it’s not true that nothing has been done.  We are well 

aware of the problem we have been going after the land owner.  He said, it’s a matter that’s in 

court; we and working to address the problem. 

 

Commissioner Gretsky response: It’s not an overnight process but they are looking at every 

ankle to address the problem. 

 

 

    RESOLUTION 



 

  THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHESTER DOES RESOLVE; 

 

That it does hereby authorize the contract with Colliers Engineering & Design, Inc., 181 

Washington Street, Conshohocken, PA 19428, Suite 430, in the amount of Three Hundred 

Ninety-five Thousand Dollars ($395.000.00) to assist with developing Safe Streets and Roads 

projects and engineering services to meet our capital plan needs, ARPA project completion for 

all Action Plans to prioritize safety enhancements, and justify essential investments.  

Professional services through the proposal process, two quotes provided five requested, 3-year 

contract. 

 

FURTHER, that it does authorize the proper City official to execute said Agreement for 

and on behalf of the City of Chester. 

 

FURTHER, said Agreement is contingent upon final approval of the City Solicitor. 

 

On motion of Councilor Gibson, seconded by Councilor Green, the above Resolution was 

adopted.  The following vote was taken:  Yeas:  Gibson, Green, West, Davis, Mayor Roots.  

Nays: 0  

 

 

RESOLUTION 
 

   

 WHEREAS, the following individuals have requested a handicapped parking zone: 

 

1.  Crystal Brooks, 924 Booth Street, Chester, PA 19013; 

2. Franklin Roberts, Sr., 2000 Madison Street, Chester, PA 19013; 

3. Jeffrey Jackson, 733 Irvington Place, Chester, PA 19013; 

4. Wayne Thomas, 106 West 22nd Street, Chester, PA 19013; 

5. Lamara Milton, 312 West Mowry Street, Chester, PA 19013; 

6. Arthur Rothwell, III, 1319 West 3rd Street, Chester, PA 19013; 

7. James Hudson, 2534 Lindsay Street, Chester, PA 19013; 

8. Clara Hitchcock, 28 East 23rd Street, Chester, PA 19013; 

9. Patricia Thorpe, 200 West 5th Street, Chester, PA 19013; 

10. Sally Michalkiewicz, 3354 Carter Lane, Chester, PA 19013; and 

 

  

 WHEREAS, after a thorough investigation by the Department of Public Works, it has 

been determined the aforementioned individuals have met all of the required criteria and have a 

need for said handicapped parking zone. 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHESTER DOES 

RESOLVE; 

  

 That it does hereby authorize the proper City officials to install a handicapped parking 

zone in the 900 Block of Booth Street, in the 2000 Block of Madison Street, in the 700 Block of 



Irvington Place, in the 100 Block of West 22nd Street, in the 300 Block of West Mowry Street, in 

the 1300 Block of West 3rd Street, in the 2500 Block of Lindsay Street, in the Unit Block of East 

23rd Street, in the 200 Block of West 5th Street, and in the 3300 Block of Carter Lane in the City 

of Chester. 

 

 On motion of Councilor Gibson, seconded by Councilor Green the above Resolution was 

adopted.  The following vote was taken:  Yeas: Gibson, Green, West, Davis, Mayor Roots.  

Nays: 0. 

    RESOLUTION 

 

   THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHESTER DOES RESOLVE: 

  That Resolution 12-2024 which was passed by Chester City Council on February 

14, 2024, is amended to read as follows: 

 That it does hereby accept the quote received through Keystone Purchasing Network, 

(KPN), from Dell Marketing LP through TechGuides for IT Improvements (Hardware, Software, 

and Network Upgrade) for the City of Chester (Project 53 and 22) not to exceed One Million 

Twenty-four Thousand Five Hundred Dollars ($1,024.500) which is to be paid from American 

Rescue Plan Funds (ARPA). 

 FURTHER, the City has complied with all KPN bidding requirements. 

 FURTHER, the contract is contingent upon final review and approval of the City 

Solicitor. 

On motion of Councilor, Gibson seconded by Councilor Green, the above Resolution was 

adopted.  The following vote was taken:  Yeas: Gibson, Green, West, Davis, Mayor Roots 

Nays:0  

.     RESOLUTION 

WHEREAS, the City of Chester made a Request for Proposals for the Temporary 

Staffing services, ARPA Project #59 through Pennbid, with proposals due October 2023; and 

WHEREAS, the City has complied with all Pennbid use requirements; and 

 WHEREAS, the sealed proposals have been tabulated with no discrepancies found. 

NOW, THEREFORE, THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHESTER DOES 

RESOLVE: 

That it does hereby approve Human Resources to manage a temporary staffing company 

to provide workforce opportunities for those seeking to return to work and obtain stable 

employment.  Processed through the procurement process as a result awarded to Careers USA in 

the amount of One Hundred Twenty Thousand Dollars ($120,000.00) to be paid from American 

Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) funds under Project #59. 



FURTHER, said contract is contingent upon the final review and approval of the City 

Solicitor. 

On motion of Councilor Gibson, seconded by Councilor Green the above Resolution was 

adopted.  The following vote was taken:  Yeas:  Gibson, Green, West, Davis, Mayor Roots  

Nays: 0 

RESOLUTION 

 

WHEREAS, the City of Chester is desirous of implementing a policy for the use of 

Community Engagement Funds for Elected Officials; and 

WHEREAS, said Policy outlines the appropriate use, management, and oversight of 

Community Engagement Funds to ensure these funds are used to foster community engagement, 

support local initiatives, and enhance the constituents’ welfare. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHESTER DOES 

RESOLVE: 

That it does hereby adopt the Community engagement Funds for Elected Officials policy 

for all elected officials of the City of Chester employees. 

FURTHER, this policy will take effect immediately upon the passage of this Resolution. 

EVEN FURTHER, said Policy may be changed or updated from time to time as Chester 

City Council deems necessary. 

On motion of Councilor Gibson, seconded by Councilor Green the above Resolution was 

adopted.  The following vote was taken:  Yeas:  Gibson, Green, West, Davis, Mayor Roots  

Nays: 0 

 

   AN ORDINANCE 

 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF CHESTER,  

DELAWARE OUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA, 

ENACTING NEW ARTCILE 108, ENTITLED 

“CHESTER COMMUNITY BENEFITS” AMENDING 

THE CODIFIED ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF 



CHESTER, PENNSYLVANIA, 1978, AS 

SUPPLEMENTED AND AMENDED, TO REQUIRE 

COMMUNITY BENEFITS AGREEMENTS FOR 

CERTAIN DEVELOPMENT PROJECTS THAT 

RECEIVED CITY SUPPORT OR FINANCIAL 

ASSISTANCE INCLUDING ABATEMENT OF  

MUNICIPAL TAXES; ALL UNDER CERTAIN 

TERMS AND CONDITIONS, REPEALING ALL 

ORDINANCES OR PARTS OF ORDINANCES 

INCONSISTENT THEREWITH.  

On motion of Councilor Green, seconded by Councilor Gibson the above Resolution was 

adopted.  The following vote was taken:  Yeas:  Gibson, Green, West, Davis, Mayor Roots  

Nays: 0 

Mayor Roots and Chief Lightner spoke on Bill No. 2 “Chester City Fee Schedule”.  

Mayor Roots said, this Bill will be going into Committee for discussion. He said, we are 

adopting a new committee structure among council members and this Bill will be referred to the 

budget and finance Committee for review and public comment.  

Councilman Davis commented on the purpose of the new committee structure.  He 

said, the purpose is to inform the citizens and include their input in regards to the changes 

that will affect them. 

Councilman Green asked Chief Lightner to explain the new committee structure 

process.  

Chief Lightner further explained the committee structure process. He said, the 

committees will be chaired by the council member.  The public will be able to have true dialogue 

with the Chairs and other Council members. 

Councilwoman West asked if the committee chairs would have the opportunity to go 

to the departments heads in order to do research. 

Chief Lightner said, the Chairs would go through the city clerk to do research. 

Mayor Roots said, the Committee is made up of one person (Council person) who will lead 

the committee and the other two members (Council persons) will make up the committee.  

Councilwoman West asked about Directors being involved on the committee. 

Chief Lightner said, the Director will be apart of the committee meeting. 



Councilwoman Gibson asked about the time of the committee meetings. 

Chief Lightner said, the meetings will be scheduled in advanced and advertised. 

Old Business 

Mayor Roots spoke about a grant from the Department of Transportation for 2.5 million dollars 

to help aid in an engineering study for route 291.  He said, this road has been dangerous road for 

many reasons: i.e. speeding Mayor Roots said, since 2017, there has been 290 accidents which 

includes fatalities.  He said, the traffic light at Jeffrey Street is closer to being installed.  

New Business 

Mayor Roots presented the names of the committees and Chairs. 

List of Committees and Chairs Attachment #4 

Mayor Roots said, Resolution #22 City of Chester approval of community engagement funds that 

will be used provide refreshment when going out to engage with residents. 

Councilman Green will be hosting a community listening session on Thursday April 11, 

2024, 6-8pm, City Hall community room. Attachment #3 

Mayor Roots said, there were two important people who visited the city last week; 

Secretary of the Department of Economic Development and the Deputy of Economic 

Development. 

Councilman Green gave a shout out to Councilwoman Gibson and True Vine Church for 

the distribution of food that they distribute every Tuesday at 12:00. 

Public Comment 

 

Alethea Davis-Moses thanked Mayor Roots and Commissioner Gretsky for listening to her 

concerns when she met with them. She asked about the time frame to get things put in place to 

have something resolved. 

 

Anita Littleton was pleased to hear about the committee structure put in place.  She would like to 

see more community participation and communication.   

 

Jamiel Cottman was concerned about no traffic sign on Potter Street.  He requested to have a 

light reinstalled or slow down sign in that area.  He invited everyone out to get water ice. 

 



Brown Williams was concerned about the pot holes on Wilson Street and trash throughout the 

city. He was concerned about paying the Stormwater bill. 

 

Katherine Flagg-Justice would like to have a document for the residents that explains the new 

process and asked what is the purpose of the city council meetings.  

 

Mel Campbell was concerned about a stop sign on 9th Street that he feels shouldn’t be there; 

concern about paying the stormwater fees. He said, there’s a house on 24th Street dumping trash 

at a house next to him.  

 

Erica Peterson announced that her son Moses Carter has been invited to the summer Olympics 

2024. She would like the city to rally around him. He is on the US kickboxing team. 

 

Kenneth Curry asked about a raise for crossing guards.  He said, speed bumps are needed on 

Perkins Street.  

 

Amin Abdul Salim concerned about not being instrumental in what is going on. He said, God is 

in charge of all of this.   

 

Margaret Brown was concerned about the buildings falling down i.e 3rd and Ward Street, 3rd and 

Wilson Street, 3rd and Palmer and 2nd and Ward Street.  She said, they are old concerns and now 

have been reported and would like to see them taken care of. 

 

Mayor Comments and Responses 

 

Time frame to get things done once shared with Mayor and Council: Mayor Roots said he cannot 

say how long it will take. He said, there are a number of issues due to the age of the city. Mayor 

Roots said, hearing from the community continues to be needed on these issues; we are building 

on increasing manpower.  

 



Communication: Mayor Roots said, we have to do a better job with communication. He said, we 

have hired and continue to seek bilingual employees.  He welcomed the Hispanic community in 

for conversation. 

 

9th Street between Morton and Potter:  Mayor Roots said, the relationship with Penndot is getting 

better. He said, they are responding more quickly than before. Mayor Roots said, the contract 

was approved today for the new engineering firm.  He said, there is someone going around to 

look at the roads and they are charged with doing a road safety survey to evaluate the road 

conditions. He said, they will prioritize the worst roads first. 

 

Storm Water Authority: Mayor Roots said, those who have questions about the Stormwater 

Authority; go to the meetings. He said, they are located at 31 E. 5th St. 

 

Why City Council Meetings: Mayor Roots said, city council meetings are held to handle city 

business; approve/not approve city ordinances and resolutions. 

 

City Clerks role on council: Mayor Roots said, a second clerk was assigned to help support 

Council with research etc. 

 

Trash all over the city:  Mayor Roots said, public works is picking up trash every-day.  He said, 

pictures will be taken before and after of bulk trash pick-up.  He said, 90% of their time is 

picking up trash throughout the city. Mayor Roots said, there was a meeting with Covanta; they 

are interested in helping with bulk trash pick-up free of charge. 

 

Crossing guard raises: Mayor Roots said, an RFP (Request for Proposal) was put out for a new 

service to provide crossing- guards. 

 

Speed bumps: Mayor Roots said, they cannot be placed on State roads.  He said, we would have 

to figure out how to put them on city streets.  He said, they create a problem on the street during 

snow storms for plows. 

 



Street sweeper – Mayor Roots said, the Stormwater Authority has 2 street sweepers. 

 

Leonard Lightner, Chief of Staff spoke about the recent personal changes: Chief Lightner said, 

Joan Neal will move to the City Clerks office, Mark Alexander is Interim Director for Public 

Works, Stephanie Hall is working in Parks and Recreation. He said, he is looking to hire a 

director in Human Resources. He said, there are several positions posted on the website and 

looking to hire a planning director and zoning officer in the planning department. Kim Pinder-

Garner is the Planning Supervisor. 

 

Councilman Green asked Chief Lightner to explain the role of the city clerk. 

 

Chief Lightner said, the role would be to support Mayor and Council in regards to legislation. i.e. 

research    

 

Mayor Roots introduced Justin Feliciano (Dr. J) as the Recreation Program Coordinator. 

 

Councilwoman Gibson said, there are vacancies on boards that need to be filled.  She encouraged 

the community to take advantage of that opportunity. i.e Stormwater Authority Board and the 

Zoning Hearing Board. 

 

Councilman Green spoke about the duties and support of the city clerk. 

 

Councilman Davis spoke about the great work and how pleasant the Human Resources 

department employees are and what they are accomplishing with the minimal staff they have. 

 

Councilman Green was encouraging the public to apply for jobs in city government. He said, he 

is planning his community listening sessions to engage with the public. 

 

Councilwoman West gave credit to the public works department.  She commended the public 

works and the parks department for their hard work.  She said, she is working with Councilman 

Davis on initiatives regarding recycling. 



 

This Council Meeting has been recorded. 

 

There being no other business to come before Council, the meeting was adjourned at 

12:00 PM. 

  

 

       Respectfully submitted, 
 
 

       Joan Neal, Acting City Clerk 


