
 
         COUNCIL CHAMBERS 
         FEBRUARY 14, 2024                        
 
 
 

MEETING OF THE  
COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHESTER 

 
A regular meeting of the Council of the City of Chester was held on the above date at 7:02pm with Mayor Roots 

presiding.  A prayer was said followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.  The roll was called and the following were present: 
 

Tameka Gibson 
Fred Green 
Portia West  

Shy’Quan Davis 
Mayor Stefan Roots  

 
 

On motion of Councilor West, seconded by Councilor Green, the minutes of the previous meeting (December 27, 2023 
Budget Hearing; December 27, 2023 Council Meeting and January 2, 2024 Re-Organization Meeting) were approved.  The 
following vote was taken:  Yeas:  Gibson, West, Davis, Mayor Roots.   Abstain: Green. Nays: 0. 
 
 Announcements 

 City Council met in Executive Session (Legal & Personnel Matters) on: 
o Monday, January 29, 2024 
o Tuesday, January 30, 2024 
o Monday, February 12, 2024 

 
 

Mayor Roots asked if anyone in the audience had any comments on Agenda items only.   
 
David Kronheim says the Agenda items are too vague to know what’s going on.  He then reads each Resolution from the 
Agenda.  He asks a question about each one.  He then says he would like on the Agenda what each Resolution entails with at 
least a paragraph explaining each Agenda item. 
 
 
Councilwoman West says she’s requesting an Executive Session before we get to #2. 
 
 
  The City Clerk proceeded with the reading of the Resolutions. 

 
 
RESOLUTION 
 
 WHEREAS, the City of Chester entered into a one (1) year Master Services Agreement with UHY Consulting, Inc., to 
provide professional services to assist the City with meeting all of the American Rescue Plan Act compliance and reporting 
guideline requirements beginning February 2022 and ending March 31, 2023; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the parties later agreed to extend the original Agreement until January 31, 2024. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHESTER DOES RESOLVE: 
 
 That it does hereby approve the Addendum to the Master Services Agreement to extend said Agreement through April 
2027 or until the last reporting period to the Department of Treasury is completed, as required by the American Rescue Plan Act. 
 



 FURTHER, it does hereby authorize the proper City official to execute said Addendum for and on behalf of the City of 
Chester. 
 

On motion of Councilor West, seconded by Councilor Green, the above Resolution was adopted.  The following vote 
was taken:  Yeas:  Gibson, Green, West, Davis, Mayor Roots.  Nays: 0 
 
Mayor Roots says we’re going into an Executive Session.  The Council Meeting resumed @ 7:25pm. 
 
RESOLUTION 
  
 THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHESTER DOES RESOVE: 
 
 That it does hereby approve the Agreement with Remington & Vernick Engineers II, Inc. d/b/a Remington & Vernick 
Engineers, to provide services to the City of Chester as the Special Projects Engineer, in an amount not to exceed Two Hundred 
Thousand Dollars ($200,000.00), to begin upon the execution of the Agreement and to end no later than December 31, 2024. 
 
 FURTHER, it does authorize the proper City official to execute said Agreement for and on behalf of the City of Chester. 
 
 EVEN FURTHER, said Agreement is contingent upon final approval of the City Solicitor. 
 

On motion of Mayor Roots, seconded by NO ONE, the above Resolution was NOT adopted.   
 

RESOLUTION 
  
 THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHESTER DOES RESOVE: 
 
 That it does hereby grant permission and authorize the issuance of a road opening permit to PECO for the installation 
of new natural gas services with the line extending 300 feet within the City of Chester, at the following location: 
 

1. W. Front Street from Concord Avenue to Penn Street 
 
 FURTHER, said permit is contingent upon PECO’s compliance with all the conditions outlined by the City Engineer and 
performed in a manner that is satisfactory to City Council, specifically the following: 
 

1. PECO performs a half mill and overlay on all road openings exceeding 100 feet or three (3) patches within 100 
feet. 

 
2. PECO provides appropriate traffic control measures to ensure continual operation of City Streets. 
 

3. PECO obtains all required Road Opening Permits from the City as well as any other required permits. 
 

On motion of Councilor West, seconded by Councilor Green, the above Resolution was adopted.  The following vote 
was taken:  Yeas:  Gibson, Green, West, Davis, Mayor Roots.  Nays: 0 

 
RESOLUTION 

 
 THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHESTER DOES RESOLVE: 
 
 That is does hereby accept the quote received through Keystone Purchasing Network, (KPN), from Cisco/Sharp, LLC 
for IT Improvements (Hardware, Software and Network Upgrade) for the City of Chester (Project 53 and 22), in the amount of 
One Million, Twenty-four Thousand Five Hundred Dollars) ($1,024,500.00) which is to be paid from American Rescue Plan Act 
(ARPA) funds. 
 
 FURTHER, the City had complied with all KPN bidding requirements. 
 



 FURTHER, the contract is contingent upon final review and approval of the City Solicitor. 
 

On motion of Councilor West, seconded by Councilor Green, the above Resolution was adopted.  The following vote 
was taken:  Yeas:  Gibson, Green, West, Davis, Mayor Roots.  Nays: 0. 
 
RESOLUTION 

 
 WHEREAS, the Urban Redevelopment Law, 35 P.S. Section 1709(k), states that a Redevelopment Authority has the 
following power: “To sell, lease or otherwise transfer any real property located outside of a redevelopment area and, subject to 
approval by the local governing body, any real property in a redevelopment area:  Provided, that with respect to a redevelopment 
area the Authority finds that the sale, lease or other transfer of any part will not be prejudicial to the sale or lease of the other 
parts of the redevelopment area, nor be in any way prejudicial to the realization of the redevelopment proposal approved by the 
governing body.” and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Chester Redevelopment Authority (CRA) owns vacant parcels of land identified on the attached List of 
Properties; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the parcels are poor candidates for assemblage of larger, developable parcels for various reasons such 
as minimal size, isolated locations, and little economic worth; and 
 
 WHEREAS, from time to time, the CRA receives requests to purchase such parcels for uses such as side yards, etc.: 
and 
 
 WHEREAS, the CRA staff evaluate such requests to determine that the sale, lease or transfer of property will not be 
prejudicial to other developments in the City. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHESTER DOES RESOLVE: 
 

1. That the parcels identified on the attached List of Properties are approved for sale by the Chester Redevelopment 
Authority for development that is consistent and compliant with the applicable Zoning District and zoning 
requirements for that area as established by the Chester City Zoning Ordinances then in effect. 

 
2. Any proposed CRA property sales for redevelopment from the List of Properties that need any form of Zoning 

relief (e.g. variances, special exceptions, etc.) are approved for sale, provided that the developer must obtain both 
CRA Board approval in addition to applying for and obtaining the zoning relief from the Zoning Hearing Board. 

  
On motion of Councilor West, seconded by Councilor Green, the above Resolution was adopted.  The following vote 

was taken:  Yeas:  Gibson, Green, West, Davis, Mayor Roots.  Nays: 0. 
 
Councilman Green says he would like to make a motion to put out an RFP to hire an Engineering Firm to deal with our 
Special Projects with ARPA. 
 

On motion of Councilor West, seconded by Councilor Gibson, the above motion was adopted.  The following vote was 
taken:  Yeas:  Gibson, Green, West, Davis, Mayor Roots.  Nays: Mayor Roots. 

 
Old Business 

 Councilman Green says in 2022, when the Receiver filed for Bankruptcy the City, the City also filed a 
Motion to fight the Bankruptcy or go against the Bankruptcy.  I asked that if Council would move forward then 
if we would take our Motion back (inaudible) the Bankruptcy process can move forward and not protest 
against it. 

 Mayor Roots says this week the MFRAC (Municipal Financial Recovery Advisory Committee) was the 
Home Rule Charter.  The City operates under a Home Rule Charter which is the equivalent of a Constitution 
of the United States.  I encourage you to listen in on that.  You can find it on www.chesterreceivership.com. 
We are updating our Website www.chestercity.com.  Governor Shapiro was here once again this week. 

 
Mayor Roots recognizes Devon Walls and congratulates him on the movie he has on TUBI! 

http://www.chesterreceivership.com/
http://www.chestercity.com/


New Business 

 Mayor Roots says on Wednesday, February 21, we’re having a Lunch with Mayor and Council.  It’s at 12p-
1:30p. here at City Hall.  The topic will be “Engaging Block Captains”.  You can sign up at 
mayor@chestercity.com or 610-447-7718.  Also on 2/21 I will be having office hours that evening from 4p-6p.  
You can use the same email or number.  The Police Officer examination is coming up. (see attachment #1) 

 Councilman Davis says the Receiver has tasked me to bring up to $15million dollars of additional revenue 
into the City.  I’m encouraging Small Business Owners and Non-Profits to come in and have a conversation 
with me.  I’ve been speaking with the CEO of the Charter School, Dr. David Clark and as well the COO, Mark 
Battinieri, in regards to bringing back in the Recycling Programs back into our Schools. 

 
Mayor Roots says Mayor and Council will be deliberating on an Ethics Policy for the City very soon. 
 
 
 

Public Comment 
 
Judy Hwang/Gary Williams says there are panhandlers outside of my business (Chester Pizzeria).  They are using the 
bathroom outside of my business. I’ve called the Cops and they have come.  But once they leave they come back.  Can 
someone please help me with this situation?  Mr. Williams says I have three business (one being Berkshire Hathaway) and 
her problems are my problems.  It’s everybody’s issue. 
 
Charlie Pedano says I live across the street and I see this everyday (referring to the above incident).  They’re also selling drugs.  
It’s got to stop. 
 
Susan Harmon says I propose that the City of Chester use this anthem “Lift Every Voice and Sing” to be sung at every School 
Meeting, Government Meeting, etc..  I propose that Chester (inaudible) the Missing In Action (M.I.A.) Flag, in honor of Senator 
John McCain.  I am requesting you to create The Office of Public Advocate for the City of Chester and that’s because I was 
examining what is the 2024 Proposed Draft of Chester’s Receipts from HUD and the Community Development Block Grants.  It’s 
clear that Chester is not (inaudible) out. 
 
Margaret Brown says these are my thoughts for Mayor and Council:  create an environment of trust; promote teamwork; 
(inaudible) and demand accountability and communication; empower staff and promote (inaudible).  I know there is still much 
discussion concerning administrative changing that have transpired within the environment of City Hall Chester’s Public Service 
to the Residents and Community at large.  Many felt and do feel there’s no need for change and exist every attempt to keep 
change from occurring.  While many others embrace and make every effort to comply in trying to make your mission of a 
different, brighter, happier, growing and successful Chester a better place to live in and visit. 
 
Tyra Starr says the Chester Business Districts here on the Avenue and Edgemont Avenue concerns are Safety (more Police 
Presence (Foot and Bicycle)); Beautification (better lighting, removal of trash, etc.); Parking Enforcement, (Business Owners 
have nowhere to park due to persons leaving their vehicles all day)(Loading and Unloading signs only); Septa Police Presence, 
Security Cameras are needed; and will the Receiver declare our City Bankrupt.  We would like to have a meeting with the Mayor. 
 
Mayor Roots says myself, Chief of Staff, we’ve heard just about every issue they discussed and we’ve helped remedy some and 
a lot of it is still in progress.  The downtown area is being antedated with migrants.  When we meet again, we will meet with the 
entire Business Community.  There are some ARPA funds for façade improvements on the Downtown Area.  There will be future 
group meetings on a regular basis. 
 
Councilman Green says I appreciate all the Downtown Business Owners for coming here today.  If Chief Lightner or Mike 
Galante can talk about what you have coming for Downtown (the façade program). 
 
Leonard Lightner, Chief of Staff says we are in the process of hiring someone that will run the program.  We are looking to invest 
$2million dollars in facades for Overtown. 
 
Deborah Plummer says Nova Vista…trees were put up behind (inaudible) the townhouse at the end of Nova Vista.  A whole car 
got smashed/demolished and my car got messed up.  Who’s responsible for that? 
 

mailto:mayor@chestercity.com


Councilwoman West says as it stands right now you would have to speak with Leonard Lightner, Chief of Staff and then he will 
direct the inquiry to the proper department. 
 
Ms. Plummer says who was supposed to be finishing up Nova Vista (inaudible) that was never finished up (painting and cement) 
and that’s been over a year. 
Councilwoman West says again Mr. Lightner will take your concerns. 
 
David Kronheim says I would like for next month Agenda Items outlined and (inaudible).  Close Covanta which is 30 years 
overdue.  The second Agenda Item…I would like to know what these special projects Engineers are doing.  What happened in 
Executive Sessions?  I think Ken Schuster should resign. 
 
Bernadette Raymond says (some things that have been spoken about before)…we have no lights on our Street.  I don’t 
understand the delay of why we don’t have street lights.  There is a big pot hole in the alley behind Beverly Lane that needs to be 
fixed.  How many people can live in a house? I have to clean up dog poop.  I don’t have a dog.  Clean up after your dog.  Put 
signs up there.  Someone took my trash can.  I called over here to Streets and no one answered the phone.  So I left a message 
with the front desk.  I’m not responsible for it and I’m not paying for it. 
 
Councilman Davis says I hear you and understand you and we need to do a better job. 
 
Councilwoman West says make sure that Mr. Alexander gets your address and we will make sure that you get another trash can. 
 
Councilman Green says (Council Meetings) previous Administrations have had Questions and Answers with the Mayor and 
Council.  Now the Residents come and ask their questions and there is no system in place for us to answer their questions.  
Mayor I’m not sure if you did it too prematurely where you stopped the Question and Answer portion.  Is there a plan in place or a 
process where we can post the answers to your questions on line or have some kind of option so Residents can get their 
questions answered so that we can answer them properly? 
 
Mayor Roots says this is a Public Comment period that I instituted and not Q & A.  If you come here with questions…I have 
acquired every Department Head to be here to answer your questions.  What we want to do is be out in the Public in your 
neighborhood (public hearings).  The City Council Meetings is to handle City Business.  You have an opportunity to give 
comments on how the City does business, to thank us and to state what’s on your mind.  That’s how City Council will be 
conducted.  Chief can you come to the mic and answer her question in regards to how many people can live in a house.  Is there 
anything on the books that indicate how many can live in a house? Is it a Landlord responsibility? 
 
Leonard Lightner, Chief of Staff says that not a simple answer because that depends on the type of unit, the size of the unit, the 
number of bedrooms.  You have to look at the dwelling unit to make that determination. 
 
Mayor Roots says lighting.  All I can do is apologize.  I don’t know what’s going on with fixing lights on the streets.  It has become 
a priority for me to figure out how to get lights repaired on the streets. 
 
Mike Galante says the lights on Beverly are a decorative fixture.  We sent the request like a year and half ago.  We eventually 
got authorization to repair them.  We did tell the contractor to repair them but there is a (inaudible) time.  The lights are on order.  
When they come in they will be repaired. 
 
Councilwoman Gibson says I think that it’s a disservice to the Residents to omit the Question and Answer portion of the Meeting.  
What I’m encouraging the Residents to do is to keep coming and keep addressing your concerns so that they can be properly 
dealt with.  
 
Theresa Goode says parking (cars, trucks, tractor trailers, cones everywhere).  There are two cars that I’ve been trying to get 
taken away for over a year.  They don’t live there.  The Police said it’s nothing that they can do as long as the sticker is good.  I 
think that should change if they don’t live there.  Landlords…buying homes and doing remodeling until 10:00pm.  I’ve been 
calling L&I.  People are living there and I don’t think there is a Certificate of Occupancy because I didn’t see anyone go in there 
and examine the houses.  
 
Mayor Roots says what’s the address. 
 



Ms. Goode says 1314 Parker Street. 
 
Mayor Roots says you’re not alone.  We’re looking to bring on a new Parking Management Company. 
 
Brown Williams says the sewer down by me, you can’t sit on your porch sometimes.  Trash dumping in back of my house.  
When you move in these houses aren’t they supposed to be inspected?  Nobody is inspecting these properties.  
 
Mayor Roots says give me an address. 
 
Mr. Williams says 2700, 2631, 2630, and 2618 W. 6th Street.  Do you’ll inspect?  (Inaudible) the tree put a hole in my back roof.  
Something needs to be done. 
 
Amin Abdul Salim says anyone who enter Paradise (inaudible) taste of honey is worse than not at all.  We want to continue to 
go forward with our Lord.  You don’t want to go back (inaudible).  A life that is material and spiritual.  We want to go the spiritual 
life.  The old one two punch.  We want to activate the old one two punch.  God is in charge.  We want to keep on moving. 
 
Michael Lewis says I’m not walking Overtown.  I’m driving where I need to go.  Is anything going to happen at the Riverfront?  
Will there be any real development in the next two to four years? 
 
Sasha Edward says potholes are destroying cars.  For the past two Summers there has been idling trucks across from my 
home.  Can a sign be put out there for them not to idle there?  The Recycling trucks are taking it (trash day on Monday) and 
mixing it with my trash in the same truck and I’ve never seen a Recycling Truck.  There is an abandoned home right out back of 
my house and there is a ton of trash.  It’s not safe to walk back there and how about “No Littering Signs”.   
 
 
 
 

**Public Comment addresses are in the City Clerk’s Office 
 
 

 
 

MAYOR AND COUNCIL REMARKS 
 

 
Mayor Roots says be honest with us.  If you see trash, potholes, abandoned buildings, not a lot of business growth…I want you 
guys to let that burn in your heads because up here is a Mayor and Council that are committed to changing that.  Hang in there 
with us and give us a little grace.  We are really looking forward to formalize this Block Captains piece. 
 
Councilman Davis says I’m (inaudible) preaching unity and commitment.  That’s something we’re striving to do every day to 
best serve you all the way you need to be served.  We are here to listen to our Community and supply what you all need. 
 
Councilwoman West says I am really happy and proud about our Business Owners and Merchants Downtown Chester and 
really appreciate what you have to offer.  I encourage the Community to patronize our Merchants downtown.  They need your 
support!  I would like to see Mayor and Council (inaudible) block program instituted were we get together with the Departments 
and we go to a particular area and we clean up along with the Community members. 
 
 
 

There being no other business to come before Council, the meeting was adjourned at 9:01pm. 
  
 
        Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 



FEBRUARY 14, 2024      Candice Newsome, City Clerk 
 


