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RECOGNITION OF MAYOR JAYLEN SMITH

WHEREAS, JAYLEN SMITH BECAME THE YOUNGEST AFRICAN AMERICAN MAYOR IN
UNITED STATES HISTORY WHEN HE WAS ELECTED AS MAYOR OF EARLE, ARKANSAS
AT THE AGE OF EIGHTEEN YEARS OLD AND TOOK OFFICE ON JANUARY 3*°, 2023; AND

WHEREAS, PRIOR TO HIS SERVICE AS MAYOR, JAYLEN SMITH WAS PRESIDENT OF EARLE HIGH
SCHOOL’S STUDENT GOVERNMENT AS WELL AS CLASS PRESIDENT, AND WAS HEAVILY
ENGAGED WITH THE COMMUNITY AND LOCAL GOVERNMENT OF EARLE; AND

WHEREAS, MAYOR SMITH GRADUATED FROM EARLE HIGH SCHOOL IN 2022 AND NOW ATTENDS
ARKANSAS STATE UNIVERSITY MID-SOUTH ONLINE WHILE CONCURRENTLY
SERVING AS MAYOR OF EARLE; AND

WHEREAS, MAYOR SMITH RECEIVED THE PRESIDENT’S AWARD AT THE 2023 KING KENNEDY
AWARDS OF THE ARKANSAS DEMOCRATIC BLACK CAUCUS; AND

WHEREAS, MAYOR JAYLEN SMITH HAS DEMONSTRATED THAT YOUNG PEOPLE CAN LEAD AND
HAVE IMPACT, SERVING AS AN INSPIRATION TO AFRICAN AMERICAN YOUTH ACROSS THE COUNTRY,
INCLUDING IN THE CITY OF CHESTER, PENNSYLVANIA; AND

WHEREAS, MAYOR JAYLEN SMITH VISITED THE CITY OF CHESTER, PENNSYLVANIA TO
INSPIRE CHESTER YOUTH WITH HIS MOTIVATIONAL STORY AS THE KEYNOTE SPEAKER FOR ITS
ANNUAL LAW DAY CELEBRATION ON MAY 2™, 2025
AT THE HISTORIC 1724 CHESTER COURTHOUSE.

NOW THEREFORE, I, MAYOR STEFAN ROOTS AND THE COUNCIL MEMBERS OF
THE CITY OF CHESTER, DO HEREBY RECOGNIZE AND COMMEND
THE REMARKABLE ACHIEVEMENTS AND LEADERSHIP OF
MAYOR JAYLEN SMITH.

SENTED THIS 2"° DAY OF MAY 2025

STEFAN ROOTS, MAYOR
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PORTIA WEST, COUNCILWOMAN
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HY’QUAN DAVIS, COUNCILMAN




