CHESTER, PA
OFFICE OF THE MAYOR

— (itation

DEDICATION OF JIM HARPER WAY

WHEREAS, JAMES N. HARPER, SR. WAS BORN ON SEPTEMBER 28, 1941 1O
WILSON AND CLEMENTINE HARPER IN THE CITY OF CHESTER, PENNSYLVANIA; AND

WHEREAS, JAMES HARPER, SR. — KNOWN AS JIM — FIRST JOINED LABORERS’ INTERNATIONAL
UNION OF NORTH AMERICA LOCAL 413 IN THE CITY OF CHESTER IN JUNE 1960, AND
WENT ON TO ATTEND WEST VIRGINIA STATE COLLEGE (AN HBCU) AND THEN
PENN STATE UNIVERSITY GRADUATE SCHOOL IN 1965; AND

WHEREAS, JiM HARPER, SR. SERVED IN VIETNAM AFTER LEAVING PENN STATE, RISING TO THE
RANK OF CAPTAIN AND RECEIVING SEVERAL MERITS, HONORS, AND DECORATIONS; AND

WHEREAS, JiM HARPER, SR. REJOINED LABORERS’ LOCAL 413 IN 1974, AND WAS ELECTED TO THE
POSITION OF BUSINESS MANAGER IN MAY 1977 WITH A DEEP COMMITMENT TO
UNITY, EDUCATION, SAFETY, AND COMMUNITY; AND

WHEREAS, J1M HARPER, SR. MADE SIGNIFICANT CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE CITY OF CHESTER,
INCLUDING ESTABLISHING THE CHESTER BLACK PANTHERS YOUTH FOOTBALL PROGRAM IN 1974,
PLAYING A KEY ROLE IN GETTING THE DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. PARK BUILT IN 2007, AND
LAUNCHING SAFE CORRIDORS IN PARTNERSHIP WITH MAYOR WENDELL BUTLER IN 2009; AND

WHEREAS, JiM HARPER, SR. LAUNCHED THE CHESTER DIVERSITY APPRENTICESHIP PROGRAM
(DAP) FOR YOUTH AGES 18 TO 24 AS A SCHOOL TO CAREER PIPELINE, WHICH HAS SERVED

HUNDREDS OF YOUTH FROM CHESTER AND NEIGHBORING COMMUNITIES; AND

WHEREAS, AFTER PROUDLY SERVING LABORERS’ LOCAL 413 FOR 38 YEARS, JIM RETIRED INTO
ETERNAL REST ON DECEMBER 28, 2011; AND

WHEREAS, AN HONORARY STREET SIGN COMMEMORATING THE LEADERSHIP AND SERVICE OF
JAMES HARPER, SR. HAS BEEN INSTALLED NEXT TO LOCAL 413 IN THE CITY OF CHESTER.

Now THEREFORE, I, MAYOR STEFAN ROOTS AND THE COUNCIL MEMBERS OF
THE CITY OF CHESTER DO HEREBY DEDICATE THE HONORARY STREET SIGN
JiM HARPER WAY FOR PENN STREET AT WEST THIRD STREET.

PRESENTED THIS 5™ DAY OF APRIL 2025

STEFAN ROOTS, MAYOL

PORTIA WEST, COUNCILWOMAN
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- //SHY’QUAN DAVIS, COUNCILMAN




