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Department of Community & Economic 
Development
Works in collaboration with residents, businesses and 
investors to progress the local economy and quality of life in 
Chester. It is comprised of three Bureaus:
• Bureau of Planning Zoning
• Bureau of Health
• Bureau of Licensing & Inspections
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Ordinances 

• Article 1703 Uses Requiring a Permit 
• Article 1713 International Property Maintenance Code 
• Article 1714 Licensing of Residential Units 
• Article 1715 Pre-sale Inspection of Residential Units 
• Article 1716 Lead Poisoning and Control
• Article 1745 Neighborhood Blight Reclamation & 

Revitalization
• Article 1746 Default Vacant and Mortgage Property



Core Functions
1. Oversees building permit application process from intake to issuance.  Determines when permits require 

plans review and routes to third party vendor.  Responsible for registering and licensing contractors and 
subcontractors per Pennsylvania UCC and local Chester Codes.  Oversees Property Registration Process. 
First point of contact for all permit, licensing and registration fee collection.

2. Oversees all construction and permit related inspections, including rough-in, final and use and occupancy 
inspections.  Approves plans reviewed by Third party vendor.  Issues stop work orders for work done 
without permit or outside of scope of permit.  Determines demolition targets due to imminent health and 
safety concerns. Condemns buildings due to structural integrity issues.

3. Enforces the property related codes outside of permitting processes.  Responsible for day-to-day Life, 
Health and Safety inspections (i.e. Landlord/Tenant related).  Responsible for Multifamily dwelling licensing 
inspections.  Identifies Vacant and abandoned property and issues violation notices.  Identifies high grass 
and weeds, sanitations and other nuisance related issues and issues citations and/or violation notices to 
property owners and/or occupants.



Core Functions
Quality of Life 

• Tenant-Occupied Inspections
• Vacant Property Registry
• Property Maintenance
• Nuisance Abatement
• Complaint Inspections

Construction Trades Reviews 
Related Inspections

• Building
• Electrical
• Plumbing
• Mechanical

• Annual Use & Occupancy 
Permits

• Licensing Contractors



Article 1714: Licensing of Residential 
Units
The article was adopted in April of 2023.
The purpose of this article and the policy of the City of Chester shall be to protect 
and promote the public health, safety and welfare of its citizens, to establish rights 
and obligations of owners and occupants relating to residential rental units in the 
City and to encourage owners and occupants to maintain and improve the quality of 
rental housing within the community. As a means to these ends, this article provides 
for a systematic inspection program, registration and licensing of residential rental 
units, and penalties.

Rental Registration programs are one of the most effective ways to ensure that 
housing meets the life safety requirements., especially in a city's where the majority 
of the housing stock is rental.



About the Rental Registration Program

• There is an estimated  13,000 rental units within the City
• Per the Rental Registration ordinance, tenant-occupied units are to be 

licensed every 3 years
• Tenant Occupied units are to be registered annually
• If owner of the property is not local, they must have a local agent who 

can respond to any issues or complaints.



Most Common Complaints/Violations

• Life Safety
• Smoke Detectors
• Carbon Monoxide Detectors
• Means of Egress

• No Heat
• Plumbing 
• Electric
• Proper working appliances



Article 1715:Pre-sale Inspections

Article was adopted in April 2023.

To protect and improve public health and safety by causing all 
residential properties and units to be inspected for compliance prior to 
the transfer of title with the standards for basic safety and 
maintenance as found in the City of Chester Property Rehabilitation 
and Maintenance Code and the allowable use designation according to 
the City of Chester’s Zoning Ordinance.

Most places rely on private market to do house inspections.



Comparison

Rental Registration

• Promote safe housing 
• Checks for safety and 

maintenance
• Inspection checkpoints
• Tenant Occupied
• Critical to the mission of Bureau 

Pre-sale Program
• Improve public health and safety
• Checks for safety and 

maintenance
• Inspection checkpoints
• Tenant Occupied or Owner 

Occupied.
• Not critical to Bureau’s work



Allow the team to shift efforts and focus on critical inspections that need to 
be completed by repealing the Pre-Sale Inspection requirement, and 
therefore the ordinance.

• Rental Inspections (including lead testing)
• Vacant Registry 
• Nuisance Abatement
• Code Enforcement

Shift the responsibility of a housing inspection triggered by a real estate 
transaction to the private market.

Recommendation



Questions


	Department of Community & Economic Development
	Department of Community & Economic Development
	Organization Chart
	Ordinances 
	Core Functions
	Core Functions
	Article 1714: Licensing of Residential Units
	About the Rental Registration Program
	Most Common Complaints/Violations
	Article 1715:Pre-sale Inspections
	Comparison
	Recommendation
	Questions

