
 
         COUNCIL CHAMBERS 
         FEBRUARY 12, 2025                       
 

MEETING OF THE  
COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHESTER 

 
 

A regular meeting of the Council of the City of Chester was held on the above date at 10:07am with Mayor Roots 
presiding.  A prayer was said by Chaplain Lisa Dennis, followed by the Pledge of Allegiance. The roll was called and the 
following were present: 

 
 

Tameka Gibson-Williams 
Fred Green 

Shy’Quan Davis 
Mayor Stefan Roots  

Portia West (Absent) 
 
 

On motion of Councilor Davis, seconded by Councilor Green, the minutes of the previous meeting (January 22, 2025) 
were approved.  The following vote was taken:  Yeas:  Gibson-Williams, Green, Davis, Mayor Roots.    Nays: 0. 

 
 

Mayor Roots asked if anyone in the audience had any comments on Agenda items only.   
 
 
 
Old/New Business 
 
Councilman Green says I’d like to give a shout-out to the Public Works Department for clearing the streets today. 
 
Councilman Davis says I’d like to give a shout-out to the Lady Clippers, new 1,000 point Club Member, Miss Imani Dorsey (#4)!  
 
Councilwoman Gibson says I’d like to recognize Ronell Williams for the Superbowl Win!  He brought it back home!!  Also, let’s 
not forget the Flag Football Team.  They’re doing a phenomenal job too! 
 
Mayor Roots says we had two for the 1,000 points on the Girls High School Team.  They got the best record this year that they 
have ever had, 19-3 and Congratulations to them and Coach Dukes!  The Boys Team…undefeated in Del-Val again this year.  
Some of us on Council visited Interfaith Prayer at Katherine Drexel.  We also have to recognize the Girls Track Team!  I’m trying 
really hard this year to get Memorial Park ready for Girls Softball and Softball Instruction for the Spring.  SP Wrestling was at 
Harrah’s on Saturday and it was super well attended and a lot of fun.  I’d like to thank our Commissioner of Public Health, Dr. 
Kristin Motley for all the fingers you have out here in the Community on keeping us abreast on Crozer Hospital/Ambulance 
situation and on lead. 
 
 
 
Presentation by Justin Tibbels, Special Assistant to the Mayor, GOGov App (Community Engagement) (a video was 
shown and then a check was presented by the Delaware County Interactive Gaming Revenue Authority (DCIGRA) in the 
amount of $13,860.00) 
 
 
The City Clerk proceeded with the reading of the Resolutions. 
 
 
RESOLUTION 



 
THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHESTER DOES RESOLVE: 

 
 That it does authorize promotional testing to be given by the Civil Service Board to all eligible candidates for the 
position of Captain in the Fire Department. 
  

On motion of Councilor Davis, seconded by Councilor Green, the above Resolution was adopted.  The following vote 
was taken:  Yeas:  Gibson-Williams, Green, Davis, Mayor Roots.  Nays: 0. 
  
RESOLUTION 
  

WHEREAS, Chester City Council elected to table a Resolution 94-2024, approving the Preliminary/Final Land 
Development Plan Application submitted by Asset Realty and Construction Group, Inc., for  1020 Morton Avenue; and 

 
WHEREAS, there has been a transfer of ownership of 1020 Morton Avenue and the original applicant no longer has 

any equitable interest in the property. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHESTER DOES RESOLVE: 
 
That in accordance with recommendations of the Chester City Planning Commission dated August 14, 2024, and 

reviewed by the Delaware County Planning Commission on October 19, 2023 it does hereby grant final Land Development 
approval for Dino Tomassetti to construct a 32,100 sq. ft., 6-story self-storage facility, together with associated parking and 
landscaping, located at 1020 Morton Avenue, Chester, PA 19013, as shown on a plan prepared by Dynamic Engineering 
Consultants, PC, 1515 Market Street, Philadelphia, PA  19102, dated September 24, 2023.. 

 
 On motion of Councilor Davis, seconded by Councilor Green, the above Resolution was adopted.   
 
Councilman Green says I’m going to ask our Solicitor to explain why our hands are tied and we have to vote yes for this 
Resolution. 
 
Kyle Miller, Assistant City Solicitor says it has met all legal requirements for approval (City/County Planning Commission and 
Zoning approval). 
 
Paul Fitz, Planning/Zoning Director says the vote today will be meeting the 90-day requirement. 
 

The following vote was taken:  Yeas:  Gibson-Williams, Green, Davis, Mayor Roots.  Nays: 0.   
 
RESOLUTION 
  
 THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHESTER DOES RESOLVE: 
 
 That it does hereby approve an agreement with GOGov to provide government software subscription services for 
Chester City Mobile App and Citizen Request Management (CRM), to enhance community engagement, streamline operations, 
and foster transparent communication with the community, the first-year subscription service will be covered by a grant from the 
Delaware County Interactive Gaming Revenue Authority (DCIGRA) with the approval of Delaware County Council. 
  

FURTHER, it does authorize the proper City official to execute the necessary documents for and on behalf of the City 
of Chester. 

 
EVEN FURTHER, said Agreement is contingent upon final review and approval of the City Solicitor. 
 

 On motion of Councilor Davis, seconded by Councilor Green, the above Resolution was adopted.  The following vote 
was taken:  Yeas:  Gibson-Williams, Green, Davis, Mayor Roots.  Nays: 0.   
 
RESOLUTION 
 



 WHEREAS, the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, Department of Environmental Protection (“DEP”) is authorized under 
Section 4(8) of the Air Pollution Control Act (35 P.S. §§ 4001 to 4015) to conduct atmospheric sampling programs; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the DEP has selected five (5) intersections within the City of Chester that would be ideal areas to monitor 
the air quality; and 
 
 WHEREAS, DEP wishes to install five (5) Air Monitoring Stations and its equipment at the designated locations for an 
18-month period. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHESTER DOES RESOLVE: 
 
 That it does hereby approve entering into a License Agreement between the City of Chester and Commonwealth of 
Pennsylvania, Department of Environmental Protection, for each selected intersection, to allow DEP the ability to access, install, 
maintain, operate and remove Air Monitoring Stations and associated equipment, at its own expense at the designated locations 
within the City of Chester. 

 
FURTHER, it does authorize the proper City official to execute said agreements for and on behalf of the City of 

Chester. 
 
FURTHER, said Agreements are contingent upon final approval of the City Solicitor. 

  
 On motion of Councilor Davis, seconded by Councilor Green, the above Resolution was adopted.  The following vote 
was taken:  Yeas:  Gibson-Williams, Green, Davis, Mayor Roots.  Nays: 0.   
 
RESOLUTION 
 
 WHEREAS, the City of Chester intends to submit an application for funding under the U.S. Department of Housing and 
Urban Development’s (HUD) Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) Program and HOME Investment Partnerships 
(HOME) Program; and 
 
 WHEREAS, one of the requirements is to inform the citizens of the City of Chester regarding the City’s intended uses 
for the funds requested from HUD under the CDBG and HOME Programs; and 
 
 WHEREAS, HUD requires that the City of Chester, once every five years, prepare a Five-Year Consolidated Plan that 
outlines the current conditions of the City and the range and priority of needs to which the City expects to allocate its annual 
appropriation of CDBG and HOME funds; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Chester Economic Development Authority, on behalf of the City of Chester, is preparing a draft of the 
fiscal year 2025-2029 Consolidated Plan, and a draft of the fiscal year 2025 CDBG and HOME Action Plan, which identifies the 
projects and program activities on which the Program Year 2025 CDBG and HOME funds are proposed to be spent; and 
 
 WHEREAS, in conjunction with the preparation of the draft Consolidated Plan and Action Plan, the City is preparing a 
draft of an Analysis of Impediments to Fair Housing Choice, which serves to identify barriers to fair housing in the City and to 
create goals to address such barriers. 
 
 NOW, THERFORE, THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHESTER DOES RESOLVE: 
 
 That it does authorize the Chester Economic Development Authority to take the appropriate steps to ensure that the 
requirements for public notification are met and to advertise the availability of the draft 2025-2029 Consolidated Plan, the draft 
2025 CDBG/HOME Action Plan, and the draft Analysis of Impediments to Fair Housing Choice in accordance with the 
appropriate federal regulations. 
 
 On motion of Councilor Davis, seconded by Councilor Green, the above Resolution was adopted.  The following vote 
was taken:  Yeas:  Gibson-Williams, Green, Davis, Mayor Roots.  Nays: 0.   
 
RESOLUTION 



 
 WHEREAS, by Resolution dated September 10, 1972, the Housing Development Corporation of Chester authorized 
the Chester Redevelopment Authority to manage its properties located in the City of Chester; and 
 
 WHEREAS, by Resolution dated June 22, 1995, the City Council of the City of Chester authorized the dissolution of 
the Chester Redevelopment Authority; and 
 
 WHEREAS, upon the dissolution of the Chester Redevelopment Authority, control of all real property titled to  or 
managed by the Chester Redevelopment Authority passed to the City of Chester; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the City of Chester desires to return such real property titled to the Housing Development Corporation of 
Chester to productive use. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHESTER DOES RESOLVE: 
 
 That it does hereby authorize the transfer of 900 W. Second Street, Folio Number 49-08-00002-00, to the new 
Redevelopment Authority of the City of Chester for redevelopment purposes.   
  
 On motion of Councilor Davis, seconded by Councilor Green, the above Resolution was adopted.  The following vote 
was taken:  Yeas:  Gibson-Williams, Green, Davis, Mayor Roots.  Nays: 0.   
 
RESOLUTION 
 
 RESOLVED, the City of Chester (“City”) does hereby adopt the Resolutions set forth below, and certifies that such 
Resolutions are in accordance and conformity with the Depositor’s governing documents, all agreements with third parties, and 
all laws applicable to the Depositor. 
 
 RESOLVED, that Santander Bank, N.A. (the “Bank”) be, and hereby is, has designated a depository for the funds of 
the City subject to the terms and conditions of the Business Deposit Account Agreement, for six (6) accounts, with authority to 
accept at any time for the credit of the City’s deposits in checking, saving, money market savings, term or any other account, by 
whomsoever made in whatever manner endorsed; and 
 
 RESOLVED, that the Bank shall not be liable in connection with the collection of such items that are handled by the 
Bank without negligence and the Bank shall not be liable for the acts of its agents, subagents or for any other casualty; and 
 
 RESOLVED, that the City assumes full responsibility for and shall indemnify the Bank against all losses, liabilities and 
claims resulting from payments, withdrawals or orders made or purported to be made in accordance with, or from actions taken 
in good faith and in reliance upon, these Resolutions; and 
 
 RESOLVED, that the bank be, and hereby, is, authorized and directed to certify, pay or otherwise honor all checks, 
drafts, notes, bills of exchanges, acceptances, undertakings and other instruments or orders for the payment, transfer or 
withdrawal of money for whatever purpose and to whomsoever payable when such instruments and orders are properly made, 
signed, or endorsed by the signature, the actual or purported facsimile signature or the oral direction of any of the authorized 
signers below; provided, however, that any check, draft, note, bill of exchange, acceptance, undertaking or other instrument for 
the payment, transfer or withdrawal must bear the actual or purported facsimile signature of any of the authorized signers below; 
and 
 
 RESOLVED, that any authorized signer acting alone be, and hereby is, authorized on behalf of the City to endorse, 
negotiate and collect any and all checks, drafts, notes, bills of exchange, acceptances, undertakings and other instruments and 
to open and close and update information on any account of the City at the Bank; and 
 
 RESOLVED, that any of the authorized signers below acting alone be, and hereby is, authorized on behalf of the City 
to instruct, orally or by such other means as the Bank may make available to City, that Bank to initiate the transfer of funds by 
wire, telex, automated clearinghouse, book, entry, compute or such other means, and to execute agreements with the Bank for 
the transfer of funds from any of the City’s accounts and to delegate from time to time to other persons the authority to initiate the 
transfer of funds from any such account; and 



 
 RESOLVED, that any authorized signer acting alone be, and hereby is, authorized on behalf of the City to enter into a 
written lease for the purpose of renting, maintaining, and accessing a safe deposit box and any authorized signer is authorized to 
terminate the lease; and  
 
 RESOLVED, that the Bank may rely on any signature, endorsement or order and any facsimile signature or oral 
instruction reasonably believed by the Bank to be made by an authorized signer, and the Bank may act on any direction of an 
authorized signer without inquiry and without regard to the application of the proceeds thereof, provided that the Bank acts in 
good faith; and 
 
 RESOLVED, the Bank may rely on this document and on any certificate by an authorized representative of the City as 
to the names and signatures of the authorized signers of the City until the Bank has actually received written notice of a change 
and has had a reasonable period of time to act on such notice; and 
 
 RESOLVED, that the City agrees to notify the Bank promptly and in writing of any change in (a) these Resolutions, (b) 
the identity of persons authorized to sign, endorse or otherwise authorize payments, transfers or withdrawals, (c) ownership of 
the City or the City’s legal structure or status, including the City’s dissolution or bankruptcy; and 
 
 RESOLVED, that any of the following person or persons from time to time holding offices of the City be, and hereby 
are, designated as the authorized signers to act on behalf of the City in accordance with the above resolutions: 
 
  Name       Title 
  Richard Troutman      Chief Financial Officer 
  Elenora Golson      City Treasurer 
  Joy Taylor      City Controller 
   
 RESOLVED, that there are no other persons currently designated as authorized signers on behalf of the City.  The City 
is controlled by a governing body, each individual executing this document certifies and warrants that s/he is duly authorized to 
act on behalf of the City in all matters pertaining to its rights, responsibilities and activities in connection with the foregoing, 
including but not limited to executing this document on behalf of the City. 
 
 On motion of Councilor Davis, seconded by Councilor Green, the above Resolution was adopted.  The following vote 
was taken:  Yeas:  Gibson-Williams, Green, Davis, Mayor Roots.  Nays: 0.   
 
 
 
REPORTS: 
 
Elenora Golson, City Treasurer says I’d like to reiterate as far as the Tax Bills for 2025 are completely out.   The time 
changes for the Tax Bills this year are as follows:  (1) Discount periods ends March 30 instead of April 30 (2) Base 
period ends May 30 instead of June 30 (3) the 2025 Bills will be late after December 31, 2025 (4) the 2024 Bills are still 
ending on the 15th  (Saturday) but due to City Hall being closed on the 17th (Monday) the Final Day will be on the 18th 
(Tuesday) and anything after that will be going to E-Collect. 
 
 
Presentation by Fire Commissioner, JP Shirley (see attachment #1) 

 
 
 

Public Comment 
 
Reverend Thaddeus Kirkland says we talked about Dwight Capital in the past and I wanted to see where we were with that 
project.  Is that project progressing or not?  The Façade Program…are we moving forward with that?  What projects have been 
produced by the Economic Development person, Mr. Buffaloe?  I do know that it is well over $1.5 million dollars that he has been 
awarded thus far and I haven’t seen anything.   
 



Tom Moore, Chief of Staff says there has been on-going negotiations with Dwight City Group.  The Façade Grouping Program… 
we met with the Architect just last week.  They’re doing (inaudible) for what the Facades could look like.  We will be getting with 
the individual property owners.  We are looking at five store fronts for Phase I.  Once we determine what we what to move 
forward on and once we have a consensus on that we’ll turn that over to our Procurement Officer…put those out for bid and then 
we will move to opening those bids.  Hopefully awarding contracts.  Then seeing the Facades improved. 
 
Mayor Roots says I will follow-up with the Receiver’s team to get you an answer specifically on Community and Economic 
Development Projects that they’re doing.   
 
Councilman Green says on the Dwight City Group, there was a meeting last week and I said please let’s do everything we can to 
get this project off the ground. 
 
Dr. Nolan Fontaine says I sent an email to Council, Mayor, Chief of Staff, the Receiver and the State Representative on 
February 7th.  I‘ve only heard back from the State Representative, the Receiver and the Mayor.  I have not heard back from 
Council.  I was emailing because I’m spear heading along with Mr. Nixon and Mr. Turner  a Petition to have a Referendum 
question added to the May 2025 Election.  That question reads…Shall the City of Chester Home Rule Charter be amended such 
that Council Members may not serve as Department Heads of one or more departments or agencies of the City Government.  
One question I would like to ask today is if someone could make a motion to have this adopted and properly seconded to have 
this adopted as an amendment or as an ordinance? 
 
Mayor Roots says we will discuss this and determine whether if it will be on our next Agenda.  Make sure you pick up one of 
these (see attachment #2).  We did have a lecture series last Tuesday with MVP Recovery.  I’d encourage you guys to go on-
line and check that one out.  That was very very good. 
 
Amin Abdul Salim says I have nothing but time.  Abide by the rules.  All the time moving forward is with our Lord.  Who is not 
here they do not have time…it’s running out.  Education is what makes you a leader.  The way is sincere.  Get to the sincerity of 
life now.  The Big Apple (New York) a City that never sleeps.  We want to get to the sincerity of life.  Chester is unique and no 
one can handle Chester but Us. 
 

 
**Public Comment addresses are in the City Clerk’s Office 

 
 
 
 

MAYOR AND COUNCIL REMARKS 
 

Councilwoman Gibson says I’d like to thank all of the Volunteers that are in the City of Chester for making sure that those that 
need food get it.  Ms. Taylor, thank you so very much for all that you do in making sure the People get the food resources that 
they need.  When I watch you guys at Chester High on the loading docks you treat People with such dignity and respect and for 
providing the office supplies back to the Community through Caring Alliance in Philadelphia.  If there are members of the public 
who knows of an organization who rescue food please have them contact me at tgibson@chestercity.com or 267-473-1505.  
There is help available in ways of grants to help them with transportation.  There is an organization called Caring for Friends that 
will help the non-profit organization obtain the vehicle and the information that’s needed.  The name of the grant is called the 
Fridge Grant and it’s for vehicles and/or refrigeration. 
 
 
 

There being no other business to come before Council, the meeting was adjourned at 11:26am. 
  
 
        Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
FEBRUARY 12, 2025      Candice Newsome, City Clerk 

mailto:tgibson@chestercity.com


 


