
 

         City of Chester 
         Council Meeting Agenda 

 
 

One 4th Street  
Chester, PA 19013 

 
Wednesday, Feburary 26, 2025  10:00 AM   Council Chambers 
 
INVOCATION:  

PLEDGE TO THE FLAG 

ROLL CALL 
MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING:  February 12, 2025 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT (AGENDA ITEMS ONLY) 

COURTESY AND PRIVILEGE OF THE FLOOR RULES 
Please observe the Rules of Council when addressing the body. The City website also includes all the meetings 
and material for the agenda, videos of previous meetings, and a link to current meetings that are in progress. 

Public Comment Rules: 

If you would like to speak, we are asking that you fill out the Sign-in Sheet located on the podium. 

Please address the Council President (The Mayor). You are given privilege of the floor to provide public comment. 
This is a time to present comments, it is not a question-and-answer session. If you are speaking on behalf of 
yourself, you have three minutes and if you are speaking on behalf of a group that has several members present, 
you will be given five minutes - the idea being the entire group does not come up and make the same type of 
statement. Please be sure to state your name and address for the record and fill out the sign-in sheet. 

Courtesy of the Floor is meant to provide public comment on items that are not on the agenda; Council will take 
all comments under advisement and have the appropriate officials get back to you if necessary. If you have 
materials for Council, please distribute it to the City Clerk. 

Public comment during consideration of ordinances, resolutions and motions is limited by topic – your comments 
must be relevant. Public comments are taken before the council votes on items. 

Council will not entertain personal insults or attacks, name calling or other behavior that is inconsistent with the 
purpose of conducting official business. Please address the Council President (The Mayor). Refrain from using 
offensive language, cursing, and making noises while other people are speaking. Act with decorum. Remove your 
hat and turn cell phones off. 
 
Please be aware that comments and/or behavior in violation of these rules will result in a forfeiture of all remaining 
time and you will be asked to return to your seat. 
 
COMMUNICATIONS: Council meetings are held on the second and fourth Wednesday of each month beginning at 
10:00 AM in Council Chambers, with the exception of every other month when the Council meets on the second 
Wednesday at 7:00 PM. For copies of the agenda or meeting announcements, please visit our website at 
www.Chestercity.com or contact the City Clerk at CNewsome@chestercity.com to receive an email notice of the 
meetings. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.chestercity.com/
mailto:CNewsome@chestercity.com
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OLD BUSINESS: NONE 
 
NEW BUSINESS: NONE 
 
ORDINANCE (To be voted on): NONE 

 
RESOLUTIONS FOR FINAL PASSAGE (To be Voted On):  
R – 29 

Authorize the installation of an honorary street sign, renaming a portion of Butler Street at 7th 
Street to Reverend Jeremiah W. Witherspoon Way, honoring his contributions to the community 
as pastor of Temple Baptist Church.  

 
Submitted By: Stefan Roots, Mayor 
Attachments:  Resolution 
 

R – 30 
Authorize Greg Zyla to Reverse Subdivide ten (10) lots into one (1) lot and construct a 6,000 
square foot office/garage building, driveway and parking lot, located at 609 West 3rd Street.  
 
Submitted By: W. Paul Fritz, Planning & Zoning Director 
Attachments:  Resolution 
 

R – 31 
Authorize third addendum to the original Contract with Colliers Engineering & Design, Inc. to 
continue to provide engineering services on all City projects at the agreed upon hourly rates and 
eligible reimbursable expenses under the original March 13, 2024 agreement. 
 
Submitted By: Tom Moore, Chief of Staff 
Attachments:  Resolution 
 
 

REPORTS: NONE 
 
PRESENTATION:  

- Interim Police Commissioner Katrina Blackwell - 2024 Summary Report 
- Annette Pyatt, Executive Director, Chester Community Improvement Project (CCIP) - Home 

Rehabilitation Program Update 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT:  
 
ADJOURN  



R E S O L U T I O N 

NO. 29 - 2025 

WHEREAS, Reverend Jeremiah W. Witherspoon spent 50 years at Temple 
Baptist Church making a significant and profound impact on people’s lives in the City of 
Chester and the surrounding areas; and  

WHEREAS, on Sunday, October 2, 1949, Rev. Witherspoon preached his first 
sermon, was ordained in 1955, under the leadership and mentorship of Rev. Z. E. 
Dennis and one year later he became Pastor of Ridgewood Baptist Church with a 
congregation of more than 200 members; and  

WHEREAS, in December 1956, he and Ruby Taylor were married and from this 
union, they are the proud parents of three children: Gerald, Keith, and Judy; and  

WHEREAS, Temple Baptist Church experienced two years of pulpit vacancy in 
September, 1967, due to the failing health of Rev. D. W. White and a pulpit committee 
was organized to bring to the church a man of faithfulness, conviction, and vision who 
would serve not only the members of the church but the entire community and Rev. 
Witherspoon was chosen to assume this pastoral role; and 

WHEREAS, Temple Baptist Church continued to grow with new members who 
had an enthusiasm and commitment to make a difference in the community by carrying 
out Rev. Witherspoon’s motto:  “We Specialize in Spiritual Growth”, which is exhibited 
through the: Male Chorus, Maryland-Virginia Club, Carolina Club, Memorial Guild, 
Starlights and Missionary Society #2; and  

NOW, THEREFORE, THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHESTER DOES 
RESOLVE: 

That it does hereby authorize the installation of an honorary street sign, renaming a 
portion of Butler Street at 7th Street to Reverend Jeremiah W. Witherspoon Way, honoring 
his contributions to the community as Pastor of Temple Baptist Church.  

FURTHER, it does authorize the Department of Public Works to order and install 
the aforementioned sign. 

WE HEREBY CERTIFY that this Resolution passed Council this 26th day of 
February, A.D. 2025. 

          _________________________ 
      MAYOR 

        Attest: __________________________ 
           CITY CLERK 



 
 

 R E S O L U T I O N 
 

NO. 30 - 2025 
 
  

THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHESTER DOES RESOLVE: 
  
 That in accordance with recommendations of the Chester City Planning 
Commission, dated February 12, 2025, and reviewed by the Delaware County Planning 
Commission on November 22, 2024, it does hereby grant final approval for Greg Zyla to 
Reverse Subdivide ten (10) lots into one (1) lot and construct a 6,000 square foot 
office/garage building, driveway and parking lot, located at 609 West 3rd Street, Chester, 
PA 19013, as shown on a plan prepared by Linn Architects, 1140 N. Providence Road, 
Media, PA 19063; dated August 30, 2024 and revised January 23, 2025. 
 

FURTHER, said approval is conditioned upon addressing the remaining 
comments of the Planning & Zoning Department review letter dated January 31, 2025 
and the Colliers Engineering & Design review letter dated February 6, 2025. 
 
 WE HEREBY CERTIFY that this Resolution passed Council this day of 26th 
day of February, A.D. 
 
       
                                                                             _____________________________ 

                                                                                               MAYOR 
 
 
                                        Attest: ______________________________ 
                                                                                                      CITY CLERK 



R E S O L U T I O N 
 

NO.  31 - 2025 
 

WHEREAS, Chester City Council approved Resolution 18-2024 authorizing 
entering into a 3-year contract with Colliers Engineering & Design, Inc., (“Colliers”) to 
provide engineering services to the City of Chester as defined in the agreed upon scope of 
service pursuant to the executed agreement dated March 13, 2024; and 

 
WHEREAS, said agreement provides a rate schedule to include hourly rates of 

the technical staff and eligible reimbursable expenses for Calendar Year 2025 and 
Calendar Year 2026; and 

 
WHEREAS, said agreement estimated compensation of approximately $395,000 

per year and anticipated adjusting the contract consideration based on changes in the 
scope of service as capital projects and other needs requiring engineering services are 
developed; and 

 
WHEREAS, on June 12, 2024, Chester City Council approved Resolution 51-

2024, to enter into an addendum to the original Contract with Colliers to increase the 
original contract amount by $700,000 for a total contract amount of $1,095,800 to change 
the scope of work to include the implementation of the City’s GIS program and other 
engineering projects to be funded through the City’s General Fund, Liquid Fuels and 
Grants; and 

 
WHEREAS, ongoing large scale capital projects including a new Public Works 

Facility are in final engineering design and preparing to go out for bid in the near future; 
and 

 
WHEREAS, the City of Chester budgeted $555,724 in Calendar Year 2025 and 

proposes to budget an additional $185,241 in Calendar Year 2026 in American Rescue 
Plan Act (ARPA) federal funding for engineering services for ARPA-related projects 
including the City’s Public Works Facility; and 
 

WHEREAS, after further review, the City has determined there are other ongoing 
engineering projects that need completion that can be funded through the General Fund, 
Capital Improvement Fund, Liquid Fuels Fund, ARPA, Grants, and Developer-sponsored 
Escrow accounts. 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHESTER 
DOES RESOLVE: 
 

That it does approve a third addendum to the original Contract with Colliers 
Engineering & Design, Inc., 181 Washington Street, Conshohocken, PA 19428, Suite 
430, to continue to provide engineering services on all City projects at the agreed upon 



hourly rates and eligible reimbursable expenses under the original March 13, 2024 
agreement. 

 
FURTHER, that it hereby directs the Chief of Staff to provide a quarterly report 

to City Council providing an update on those engineering activities undertaken by 
Colliers which shall include project updates and engineering costs expended on each 
project. 
 

FURTHER, that it does authorize the proper City officials to execute the third 
addendum for and on behalf of the City of Chester.  

 
FURTHER, said addendum is contingent upon final approval of the City 

Solicitor. 
 
WE HEREBY CERTIFY that this Resolution passed Council this 26th day of  

February, A.D. 2025. 
 
       ______________________________ 
                  MAYOR 
 
       

Attest: ______________________________ 
            CITY CLERK 




