
 
         COUNCIL CHAMBERS 
         JANUARY 22, 2025                       
 

MEETING OF THE  
COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHESTER 

 
 

A regular meeting of the Council of the City of Chester was held on the above date at 10:11am with Mayor Roots 
presiding.  A prayer was said by Rev. R. Leon Clark, Pastor of Victory Over the World Baptist Church, followed by the 
Pledge of Allegiance. The roll was called and the following were present: 

 
 

Tameka Gibson-Williams 
Fred Green 
Portia West  

Shy’Quan Davis 
Mayor Stefan Roots  

 
 

On motion of Councilor West, seconded by Councilor Green, the minutes of the previous meeting (January 8, 2025) 
were approved.  The following vote was taken:  Yeas:  Gibson-Williams, Green, West, Davis, Mayor Roots.    Nays: 0. 
 

Mayor Roots asked if anyone in the audience had any comments on Agenda items only.   
 
 
 
Old/New Business 
 
Councilwoman Gibson says on Martin Luther King Day, the City of Chester did acknowledge its Sanitation/Public Works 
Workers and they were given a certificate for their hard work and dedication.  This Sunday @ 10:30a we are going to be 
recognizing Mr. Henry Davis with a Street Dedication on Stiles Street. 
 
Councilman Davis says I’d like to thank our Streets Department, the City of Chester, the whole Community coming together 
helping with the inclement weather we had this past weekend. 
 
Councilwoman West says I believe the Parks Staff was involved in that too with the salting and plowing.   So kudos to them. 
 
Councilman Green says I’d like to give a big shout-out to the CAAT Center and all of the Partners that was involved in the Dr. 
Martin Luther King Day of Service. 
 
Mayor Roots says we give a lot of credit to those guys who are out there every day whether it’s 0° or 99°.  (See attachment 
#1).  I’d like to thank the Delaware County Interactive Gaming Revenue Authority.  They approved our Grant request to purchase 
GOGov which is a mobile app to communicate with each other.  You’ll be able to see all the information that comes out of City 
Hall so that you can engage with us. 
 
 
 
 
The City Clerk proceeded with the reading of the Resolutions. 
 
 
RESOLUTION 

 
THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHESTER DOES RESOLVE: 

 



 That it does amend Resolution 5-2025, passed by Chester City Council on January 8, 2025, as follows: 
 
 That it does hereby appoint Alicia Stewart-Martin, as a member of the Chester Housing Authority Board, to fill the 
expired term of Sheila Church, term to expire December 31, 2029. 
 

On motion of Councilor West, seconded by Councilor Green, the above Resolution was adopted.  The following vote 
was taken:  Yeas:  Gibson-Williams, Green, West, Davis, Mayor Roots.  Nays: 0. 
  
RESOLUTION 
  

WHEREAS, in recognition of Henry Davis, the City of Chester is installing an honorary street sign on a portion of Stiles 
Street; and 

 
WHEREAS, Henry and Eula Davis have dedicated over 44 years to providing care to persons with mental health 

disabilities in the City of Chester; and 
 
WHEREAS, mental illnesses are common in the United States and around the world, it is estimated that more than one 

in five U.S. adults live with mental illness (59.3 million in 2022; 23.1% of the U.S. adult population); and 
 
WHEREAS, mental illnesses include many different conditions that vary in degree of severity, ranging from mild to 

moderate to severe.  Many families don’t know how to provide care for their family members that have mental health issues, so 
they often abandon them or send them to facilities that may be able to help; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Davis’ opened homes for these individuals to assure that they would receive adequate care and 

suitable housing.  They have done everything from scheduling and taking the men to their appointments to cooking and providing 
meals for them; and 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHESTER DOES RESOLVE: 
 
That it does hereby authorize the installation of an honorary street sign, renaming a portion of Stiles Street to Henry 

Davis Way, honoring Henry Davis for his contributions to the community. 
 
FURTHER, it does authorize the Department of Public Works to order and install the aforementioned sign. 

 
 On motion of Councilor West, seconded by Councilor Green, the above Resolution was adopted.  The following vote 
was taken:  Yeas:  Gibson-Williams, Green, West, Davis, Mayor Roots.  Nays: 0.   
 
RESOLUTION 
  
 THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHESTER DOES RESOLVE: 
 
 That it does hereby grant permission and authorize the issuance of a road opening permit to PECO for the installation 
of new natural gas service lines, extending 750 feet, with road openings along Walnut Street and East 17th Street, and grass and 
sidewalk openings along Walnut Street and Chestnut Street, at the following specified locations, within the City of Chester, in 
accordance with the documents on file in the City Engineer’s Office: 
 

1. Walnut Street between East 15th Street and East 18th Street; 
2. East 17th Street between Walnut Street and Chestnut Street 

  
FURTHER, said permit is contingent upon all work being performed in a manner that is satisfactory to City Council and  

PECO’s compliance with all of the following conditions as outlined by the City Engineer: 
 

1. PECO performs a full mill and overlay on all road openings exceeding 100 feet or three (3) patches 
within 100 feet. 

 



2. All work that impacts sidewalks within City R.O.W.’s shall be replaced with new concrete sidewalks and 
ADA Accessible Curb Ramps where required by the City Engineer. 

 

3. PECO provides appropriate traffic control measures to ensure continual operation of City Streets. 
 

4. PECO will need to obtain a Highway Occupancy Permit (HOP) from PENNDOT and any other required 
permits. 

 
 On motion of Councilor West, seconded by Councilor Green, the above Resolution was adopted.  The following vote 
was taken:  Yeas:  Gibson-Williams, Green, West, Davis, Mayor Roots.  Nays: 0.   
 
RESOLUTION 
 
 THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHESTER DOES RESOLVE: 
 
 That it does hereby ratify the authorization for the issuance of a road opening permit to PECO for the installation of 
new natural gas service lines extending 570 feet along 10th Street and 260 feet along Reaney Street, at the following specified 
location, within the City of Chester, in accordance with the documents on file in the City Engineer’s Office: 
 

1. 10th Street east of Yarnall Street to the end at Reaney Street 
 

FURTHER, said permit is contingent upon PECO’s compliance with all the conditions outlined by the City Engineer and 
performed in a manner that is satisfactory to City Council, specifically the following: 
 

1. PECO performs a full mill and overlay on all road openings exceeding 100 feet or three (3) patches 
within 100 feet. 

 
2. PECO and/or its contractor will provide appropriate traffic control measures to ensure continual 

operation of City Streets. 
 

3. PECO will need to obtain a Highway Occupancy Permit (HOP) from PENNDOT. 
  
 On motion of Councilor West, seconded by Councilor Green, the above Resolution was adopted.  The following vote 
was taken:  Yeas:  Gibson-Williams, Green, West, Davis, Mayor Roots.  Nays: 0.   
 
RESOLUTION 
 
 THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHESTER DOES RESOLVE: 
 
 That in accordance with recommendations of the Chester City Planning Commission dated January 8, 2025, and 
reviewed by the Delaware County Planning Commission on January 16, 2025, it does hereby grant Preliminary/Final Land 
Development approval for the City of Chester to construct a 13,228 square foot garage and office; a 4,500 square foot salt shed; 
a 4,800 square foot covered maintenance facility; and associated site improvements at West 2nd Street and Pennell Street, 
Chester, PA  19013, as shown on a plan prepared by Colliers Engineering & Design, located at 2 Penn Center, Suite 700, 1500 
JFK Boulevard, PA 19102; dated October 11, 2024. 
 
 FURTHER, said approval is conditioned upon the remaining comments of the Planning & Zoning Department’s review 
letter, dated January 3, 2025; the Fire Marshall’s Office review memo, dated January 7, 2025; and the Chester Shade Tree 
Commission’s review memo, dated January 8, 2025 being addressed. 
 
 On motion of Councilor West, seconded by Councilor Green, the above Resolution was adopted.  The following vote 
was taken:  Yeas:  Gibson-Williams, Green, West, Davis, Mayor Roots.  Nays: 0.   
 



RESOLUTION 
 
 THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHESTER DOES RESOLVE: 
 
 That in accordance with recommendations of the Chester City Planning Commission, dated December 11, 2024, and 
reviewed by the Delaware County Planning Commission on December 19, 2024, it does hereby grant final approval of the 
Reverse Subdivision Plan for Dwayne Bryant to consolidate two 1,200 sq. ft. parcels located at 601 and 603 Penn Street, 
Chester, PA  19013 into one parcel, as shown on a plan prepared by Catania Engineering Consultants, Inc., located at 520 West 
MacDade Boulevard, Milmont Park, PA 19033; dated October 30, 2024. 
 
 FURTHER, said approval is conditioned upon the remaining comments of the Colliers Engineering & Design review 
letter, dated December 6, 2024, being addressed. 
  
 On motion of Councilor West, seconded by Councilor Green, the above Resolution was adopted.  The following vote 
was taken:  Yeas:  Gibson-Williams, Green, West, Davis, Mayor Roots.  Nays: 0.   
 
RESOLUTION 
  
 THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHESTER DOES RESOLVE: 
 

That in accordance with recommendations of the Chester City Planning Commission, dated April 10, 2024, and 
reviewed by the Delaware County Planning Commission, on April 19, 2024, it does hereby grant final approval of the Reverse 
Subdivision Plan for Roman Huiracocha to consolidate the lot located at 2711 Lehman Street and the lot at 2713 Lehman Street, 
into one lot and combine the two dwellings, into one Single Family dwelling, to be known as 2711 Lehman Street, Chester, PA  
19013, as shown on a plan prepared by H. Gilroy Damon Associates, Inc., located at 1343 Chester Pike, Sharon Hill, PA  19079; 
dated January 6, 2025. 

 
 On motion of Councilor West, seconded by Councilor Green, the above Resolution was adopted.  The following vote 
was taken:  Yeas:  Gibson-Williams, Green, West, Davis, Mayor Roots.  Nays: 0.   
 
RESOLUTION 
 
 WHEREAS, the City of Chester made a Request For Proposal (RFP # 2024-002) for the Grant Managed Services 
Consulting Firm, with responses due September 30, 2024; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the City of Chester has complied with all of PennBid use requirements; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the sealed quotes have been tabulated with no discrepancies found. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHESTER DOES RESOLVE: 
 
 That it does hereby award the Grant Managed Services Consulting Firm to Brownfield Redevelopment Solutions 
(BRS), Inc., in an amount not to exceed $100,000.00 for the initial years of services. 
 
 FURTHER, said contract is contingent upon final review and approval of the City Solicitor. 
 
 On motion of Councilor West, seconded by Councilor Green, the above Resolution was adopted.  The following vote 
was taken:  Yeas:  Gibson-Williams, Green, West, Davis, Mayor Roots.  Nays: 0.   
 
RESOLUTION 
  
 THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHESTER DOES RESOLVE: 
 
 That it does hereby ratify the First Amendment to Contract C000086938, from the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, 
Department of Community and Economic Development, in the amount of One Hundred Thousand Dollars ($100,000.00), which 
shall be used for grant management services. 



 
 FURTHER, said Amendment is contingent upon final approval of the City Solicitor. 
 
 On motion of Councilor West, seconded by Mayor Roots, the above Resolution was adopted.  The following vote was 
taken:  Yeas:  Gibson-Williams, Green, West, Davis, Mayor Roots.  Nays: 0.   
 
RESOLUTION 
  
 WHEREAS, pursuant to 8 Pa. C.S. Section 1127, entitled School Crossing Guards, the City is required to appoint 
school crossing guards to control and direct traffic at or near schools; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the City of Chester entered into a one (1) year Service Contract with SCM Management, LLC, to provide 
Safety Advocate Management Services for the 2024-2025 academic calendar year; and 
 
 WHEREAS, currently there are 31 safety advocates deployed to 24 designated locations within the City of Chester; 
and 
 
 WHEREAS, the parties have determined there is a need to amend the current contract. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHESTER DOES RESOLVE: 
 
 That it does hereby approve an amendment to the Service Contract, to increase the number of safety advocates by 
four (4); to add four (4) additional locations that have been identified as necessary; and to increase the hours for safety 
advocates at specified locations for the remaining 84 school days of the 2024-2025 academic calendar year, thereby increasing 
the contract by $24,211.00, for a total contract amount of $510,540.75, effective February 1, 2025, with the Chester Upland 
School District, as required by law, to pay half of the cost of the aforementioned Contract. 
 
 FURTHER, it does hereby authorize the Mayor to execute the amendment to the Service Contract for and on behalf of 
the City of Chester. 
 
 On motion of Mayor Roots, seconded by Councilor Gibson-Williams, the above Resolution was adopted.  The following 
vote was taken:  Yeas:  Gibson-Williams, West, Davis, Mayor Roots.  Nays: 0. Abstain: Green 
 
 
REPORTS: 
 
Dr. Kristin Motley, Health Commissioner says (see attachment #2). 

 
 
 

Public Comment 
 
Kathryn Flagg-Justice says (see attachment #3). 
 
Mayor Roots says yes if you have money and you want to come into this City and do something, you can.  But, you have to go 
through a Planning Process, Zoning Process…there are processes in order for you to complete what your vision is for coming to 
the City.  There are Planning and Zoning Meetings which are public.  All the questions that you asked that’s the opportunity to 
get in front of those Developers before they get a shovel in the ground.  When you get to this meeting it’s all signed, sealed and 
delivered and were just putting a final nail in the coffin.  These projects are approved.  Once they come into the City having gone 
through this entire process that’s where it gets difficult to reverse course.  I encourage you to come to the Planning Meetings and 
Zoning Hearing Board Meetings. 
 
Brown Williams says down on my end where I’m at there are a lot of people that are sick.  That trash to steam…somebody told 
a lie said it’s going to close down.  They haven’t done nothing yet.  Trash, mattress, box springs…the big bulk…if they pick up 
one piece a week it will take you  7 weeks to get a bedroom set out your house.  You’ll have to make better ways to that.  You 



got to find somebody to clean this City up (he gives his theory of how to do it).  Mice running around.  What you going to do in 
this City to make a difference?  You the boss. 
 
Mayor Roots says I’m going to encourage you for all the things you are talking about today you can get with our Directors after 
this Meeting. 
 
Amin Abdul Salim says (inaudible) doesn’t actually mean we are going down we’re actually going up.  This World is going 
down.  They all started with one Jesus (Moses and all them) and they grew from that.  So this is basically where we are at.  This 
is the new beginning with us.  God…it has been revealed to me that your God and my God is one God. We want to come to the 
wellness of God…all of us on the same page when it comes to God.  Jesus said when I come back I will break the cross to kill 
the pig.  It is a double cross…come here and when you come here you done...kill the pig.  God said when you take on something 
you should see to perfect (inaudible).  This world is in great sin. So we want to start it back up and open the way and move it 
onto our Lord.  It says in the Book…let he who is without sin cast the first stone.  Let us start the building of the new world. 
 

 
**Public Comment addresses are in the City Clerk’s Office 

 
 
 
Justin Tibbels, Special Assistant to the Mayor says (see attachment #4). 
 
 
 

MAYOR AND COUNCIL REMARKS 
 

 
 

There being no other business to come before Council, the meeting was adjourned at 11:09am. 
  
 
        Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
JANUARY 22, 2025      Candice Newsome, City Clerk 
 


