
 

RECOGNITION OF ELDER VERNADINE ELLIS 
 
 

WHEREAS, ELDER VERNADINE ELLIS SERVED AS THE FIRST FEMALE PASTOR AND THE THIRD 
PASTOR OVERALL OF FIRST PENTECOSTAL HOLY CHURCH IN 

THE CITY OF CHESTER, PENNSYLVANIA FROM 2018 THROUGH 2024; AND 
 
WHEREAS, ELDER VERNADINE ELLIS IS THE SECOND OLDEST CHILD OF EIGHT CHILDREN BORN 

TO THE LATE REGINALD AND ANNA MAE BREAKLEY IN THE CITY OF CHESTER; AND 
 

WHEREAS, ELDER VERNADINE ELLIS WAS MARRIED TO BISHOP SAMUEL W. ELLIS AND 
SERVED AS FIRST LADY OF FIRST PENTECOSTAL HOLY CHURCH 

DURING HIS 38 YEARS OF PASTORAL LEADERSHIP; AND 
 

WHEREAS, ELDER ELLIS SERVED AS PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED HOLY CHURCH OF AMERICA 
BISHOPS’ AND PASTORS’ WIVES FOR 17 YEARS; AND 

 
WHEREAS, ELDER ELLIS LED IN MANY AREAS OF MINISTRY AT FIRST PENTECOSTAL, INCLUDING 

AS EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR OF PRECIOUS SEED CHRISTIAN DAY CARE CENTER, 
COORDINATOR OF WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP, ADMINISTRATOR OF THE SCHOOL OF MINISTRY, 

AND ELDER OVER THE CHURCH’S MUSIC MINISTRY; AND 
 

WHEREAS, FIRST PENTECOSTAL HOLY CHURCH CELEBRATED ITS 105TH ANNIVERSARY 
IN THIS YEAR 2024; AND 

 
WHEREAS, ELDER VERNADINE ELLIS – AN EXEMPLARY SERVANT LEADER OF INTEGRITY AND 

COMMITMENT - IS RETIRING FROM PASTORAL LEADERSHIP OF 
FIRST PENTECOSTAL IN THIS SAME YEAR. 

 
NOW THEREFORE, I, MAYOR STEFAN ROOTS AND THE COUNCIL MEMBERS OF 

THE CITY OF CHESTER, DO HEREBY RECOGNIZE AND COMMEND 
THE REMARKABLE SERVICE AND LEADERSHIP OF 

ELDER VERNADINE ELLIS. 
 

PRESENTED THIS 17TH DAY OF NOVEMBER, 2024 
 
 

________________________________ 
STEFAN ROOTS, MAYOR 

 
 

________________________________ 
PORTIA WEST, COUNCILWOMAN 

 
________________________________ 

TAMEKA GIBSON, COUNCILWOMAN 
 

________________________________ 
FRED GREEN, COUNCILMAN 

 
________________________________ 

SHY’QUAN DAVIS, COUNCILMAN 


