
 
         COUNCIL CHAMBERS 
         NOVEMBER 13, 2024                        
 

MEETING OF THE  
COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHESTER 

 
 

A regular meeting of the Council of the City of Chester was held on the above date at 10:01am with Deputy Mayor 
West presiding.  A prayer was said by Chester Chaplain, Lisa Dennis, followed by the Pledge of Allegiance. The roll was called 
and the following were present: 

 
Tameka Gibson  

Fred Green 
Shy’Quan Davis 

Deputy Mayor Portia West  
Mayor Stefan Roots (Absent) 

 
On motion of Councilor Green, seconded by Councilor Gibson, the minutes of the previous meeting (October 23, 

2024) were approved.  The following vote was taken:  Yeas:  Gibson, Green, Davis, Deputy Mayor West.    Nays: 0. 
 

Deputy Mayor West asked if anyone in the audience had any comments on Agenda items only.   
 
 

 
The City Clerk proceeded with the reading of the Resolutions. 
 
RESOLUTION 
 
 WHEREAS, the following individuals have requested a handicapped parking zone: 
 

1. Yvonne E. Jones, 2526 West 6th Street, Chester, PA  19013 
2. Kevin Anderson, 1338 Renshaw Road, Chester, PA  19013 
3. Darnette M. McLaughlin, 529 West 5th Street, Chester, PA  19013 
4. Tameka Dennis, 212 Booth Street, Chester, PA  19013 
5. Loretta Robinson, 2813 West 10th Street, Chester, PA  19013; and 
6. Ashley McKinney, 426 Penn Street, Chester PA,  19013 

 
WHEREAS, after a thorough investigation by the Department of Public Works, it has been determined the 

aforementioned individuals have met all of the required criteria and have a need for said handicapped parking zone. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHESTER DOES RESOLVE: 
 
 That it does hereby authorize the proper City officials to install a handicapped parking zone in the 2500 Block of West 
6th Street, in the 1300 Block of Renshaw Road, in the 500 Block of West 5th Street, in the 200 Block of Booth Street, in the 2800 
Block of West 10th Street, and in the 400 Block of Penn Street, in the City of Chester. 
 
 On motion of Councilor Green, seconded by Councilor Gibson, the above Resolution was adopted.  The following vote 
was taken:  Yeas:  Gibson, Green, Davis, Deputy Mayor West.  Nays: 0.   
 
RESOLUTION 
 
 WHEREAS, the City of Chester hired W. Paul Fritz as the Director of Planning & Zoning, effective July 2, 2024; and 
 
 WHEREAS, pursuant to § 1363.10 of Article 1363, entitled Administration of the City of Chester Codified Ordinances 
and the Pennsylvania Municipalities Planning Code, Section 614, the City must appoint a Zoning Officer. 



 
 NOW, THEREFORE, THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHESTER DOES RESOLVE: 
 
 That it does hereby appoint W. Paul Fritz as the Zoning Officer for the City of Chester.  Said appointment shall be in 
addition to his current position as Director of Planning & Zoning with no additional compensation. 
 
 FURTHER, said appointment shall take effect immediately upon passage of this Resolution. 
 
 On motion of Councilor Green, seconded by Councilor Gibson, the above Resolution was adopted.  The following vote 
was taken:  Yeas:  Gibson, Green, Davis, Deputy Mayor West.  Nays: 0.   
 
RESOLUTION 
 
 WHEREAS, Kim Pinder-Garner was transferred from the position of Clerk, Public Works Department to the position of 
Assistant Planner/Zoning Supervisor, effective March 11, 2024; and 
 
 WHEREAS, pursuant to § 1363.10 of Article 1363, entitled Administration of the City of Chester Codified Ordinances 
and the Pennsylvania Municipalities Planning Code, Section 614, the City is required to appoint a Zoning Officer; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the City has the right to appoint a Deputy Zoning Officer as it deems necessary. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHESTER DOES RESOLVE: 
 
 That it does hereby appoint Kim Pinder-Garner as the Deputy Zoning Officer for the City of Chester, to perform in the 
absence or inability of the Zoning Officer. 
 
 FURTHER, said Deputy Zoning Officer shall have all of the duties and responsibilities of the Zoning Officer as set for in 
the Pennsylvania Municipalities Planning Code and the City of Chester Codified Ordinances.  Said appointment shall be in 
addition to her current duties and responsibilities as the Assistant Planner/Zoning Supervisor with no additional compensation. 
 
 FURTHER, said appointment shall take effect immediately upon passage of this Resolution. 
 
 On motion of Councilor Green, seconded by Councilor Gibson, the above Resolution was adopted.  The following vote 
was taken:  Yeas:  Gibson, Green, Davis, Deputy Mayor West.  Nays: 0.   
 
RESOLUTION 
 
 WHEREAS, the City of Chester hired Alfred Sargent, Jr., as the Zoning Officer, effective April 22, 2024; and 
 
 WHEREAS, pursuant to § 1363.10 of Article 1363, entitled Administration of the City of Chester Codified Ordinances 
and the Pennsylvania Municipalities Planning Code, Section 614, the City must appoint a Zoning Officer; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the City is in need of a Zoning Enforcement Officer. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHESTER DOES RESOLVE: 
 
 That it does hereby transfer Alfred Sargent, Jr. from the position of Zoning Officer, to the position of Zoning 
Enforcement Officer for the City of Chester, said duties shall be determined by the Zoning Officer, at the salary range as 
provided in the Annual Appropriation Ordinance. 
 

FURTHER, said appointment shall take effect immediately upon passage of this Resolution. 
 
 On motion of Councilor Green, seconded by Councilor Gibson, the above Resolution was adopted.  The following vote 
was taken:  Yeas:  Gibson, Green, Davis, Deputy Mayor West.  Nays: 0.   
 
RESOLUTION 



 
 WHEREAS, the City of Chester made a Request for Proposal for a Route Optimization Study for Trash Collection and 
Street Cleaning due on August 30, 2024; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the City has complied with all of the Pennbid use requirements; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the sealed proposals have been tabulated with no discrepancies found. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHESTER DOES RESOLVE: 
 
 That it does hereby award the Route Optimization Study for Trash Collection and Street Cleaning to MSW Consultants 
in an amount not to exceed $57,000.00. 
 
 FURTHER, said contracts are contingent upon final review and approval of the City Solicitor. 

 
On motion of Councilor Green, seconded by Councilor Gibson, the above Resolution was adopted.  The following vote 

was taken:  Yeas:  Gibson, Green, Davis, Deputy Mayor West.  Nays: 0.   
 
RESOLUTION 
 
 WHEREAS, the City of Chester made a Request for Quote for the Traffic Signal Installation Project, at the intersection 
of Route 291 and the Route 322 Off-Ramp with responses due on September 20, 2024; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the City has complied with all of the Pennbid use requirements; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the sealed proposals have been tabulated with no discrepancies found. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHESTER DOES RESOLVE: 
 
 That it does hereby award the Traffic Light Installation Project to Lenni Electric Corporation in an amount not to exceed 
$62,776.30. 
 
 FURTHER, said contracts are contingent upon final review and approval of the City Solicitor. 
 

On motion of Councilor Green, seconded by Councilor Gibson, the above Resolution was adopted.  The following vote 
was taken:  Yeas:  Gibson, Green, Davis, Deputy Mayor West.  Nays: 0.   
 
RESOLUTION 
  

THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHESTER DOES RESOLVE: 
 
 That it does hereby approve entering into an agreement with the Delaware Valley Regional Planning Commission, 
(DVRPC) to accept grant funds, with no local match, in the amount of Ten Thousand Dollars ($10,000.00), for project #25-53-
306, for the Region-wide Transportation Geographic Information Systems for the City of Chester as part of DVRPC’s fiscal year 
2025 Unified Planning Work Program, effective July 1, 2024, with a work completion date of no later than June 30, 2025. 
 
 FURTHER, that it does hereby authorize the Mayor to execute the agreement for and on behalf of the City of Chester. 

 
On motion of Councilor Green, seconded by Councilor Gibson, the above Resolution was adopted.  The following vote 

was taken:  Yeas:  Gibson, Green, Davis, Deputy Mayor West.  Nays: 0.   
 
RESOLUTION 
 

 THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHESTER DOES RESOLVE: 
 



 That it does hereby authorize the proper City official to submit an application for the Municipal Opportunities for 
Retrofits and Energy Efficiency (MORE) grant, for an amount not to exceed $50,000.00 from the Commonwealth Department of 
Environmental Protection to be used for an energy audit of municipal properties owned and maintained by the City of Chester. 
 
 FURTHER, it does hereby designate Mayor Stefan Roots or Chief of Staff Thomas Moore and Candice Newsome, City 
Clerk, as the official(s) to execute all documents and agreements between the City of Chester and the Commonwealth 
Department of Environmental Protection to facilitate and assist in obtaining the requested grant. 

 
On motion of Councilor Green, seconded by Councilor Gibson, the above Resolution was adopted.  The following vote 

was taken:  Yeas:  Gibson, Green, Davis, Deputy Mayor West.  Nays: 0.   
 
RESOLUTION 
 

 BE IT RESOLVED, that the City of Chester of Delaware County hereby request a Statewide Local Share Assessment 
grant not to exceed $1,000,000.00 from the Commonwealth Financing Authority to be used to upgrade damaged and inoperable 
vehicles in the following departments:  License & Inspections, Police, Parks and Public Works. 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Applicant does hereby designate Mayor Stefan Roots and Candice Newsome, 

City Clerk as the official(s) to execute all documents and agreements between the City of Chester and the Commonwealth 
Financing Authority to facilitate and assist in obtaining the requested grant. 
 

On motion of Councilor Green, seconded by Councilor Gibson, the above Resolution was adopted.  The following vote 
was taken:  Yeas:  Gibson, Green, Davis, Deputy Mayor West.  Nays: 0.   
 
RESOLUTION 
 

 WHEREAS, the charter for the Chester Parking Authority is an existing authority organized pursuant to the Parking 
Authority Law, 53 Pa C.S.A §§ 5501-5518 for a term of 50 years; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Chester Parking Authority is inactive and has been inactive for several years; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Authority does not have any known bond issues, outstanding claims, obligations or other financial 

liabilities; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Authority no longer has a functioning authority board; and 
 
WHEREAS, the City of Chester desires to take the necessary action to terminate the Authority understanding that all 

real property, personal property and other assets whether tangible or intangible and all debts, obligations, and liabilities shall 
pass to the City of Chester upon termination of the Authority. 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHESTER DOES RESOLVE: 
 
That it does hereby terminate the Chester Parking Authority and authorizes the Mayor to execute any documents 

required by the Pennsylvania Department of State to accomplish the termination of the authority. 
 
On motion of Councilor Green, seconded by Councilor Gibson, the above Resolution was adopted.  The following vote 

was taken:  Yeas:  Gibson, Green, Davis, Deputy Mayor West.  Nays: 0.   
 
 
 
 
 
Councilman Green says I would for the Parks Department to talk about the new project that they are working on and the Grant 
Funding that we received. 
 



G’Quan Wesley, Parks Supervisor says we received a Delaware County Safe Neighbor Grant to install lights along Pennell 
Street Path that runs alongside Four Seasons Park (7th & Pennell behind Dorian Court) that leads to the over path of Amtrak 
Rails (5th & Pennell).  We also got an additional $15,000.00 from PECO.  So in total we received $98,987.00. 
 
Councilman Davis says do you have an estimated time of when you will start and finish this project. 
 
Mr. Wesley, Parks Supervisor says no.  
   
 
 

Public Comment 
 
Lawrence Thomas says I have come here several times to complain about Jake’s Tree Service.  It’s really health problems 
now.  The tree chipping that he is doing has put dust on everybody’s porch, their cars, and the streets are covered plus you can’t 
sit on your porch, you getting dry eyes from the dust and wheezing in your throat.  It is really a health concern.  I called the 
County Environmental and they came out and I walked with the Gentleman up and down the street and he saw all the dust that 
covered the porches/cars and the street.  Then the Waste Management People came and they had a meeting with them.  What 
was supposed to happen was Jake was to stop that chipping next to the street and move it to the other side closer to the tracks 
and  also spray water on it to cut the dust down.  He’s done none of that.  He’s doing more chipping now than he has ever done.  
It’s like he doesn’t care. You can’t sleep.   He’s working at 1, 2, 3 in the morning.  No one comes from the Police Station.  Major 
Blackwell did call me back.  It needs to stop.  I am asking this Administration to do something.   
 
Deputy Mayor West says is anybody from Planning/Zoning here that can meet with Mr. Thomas after the meeting. 
 
Paul Fritz, Director of Planning and Zoning says yes. 
 
Deputy Mayor West says I would like for you to talk to Mr. Thomas. 
 
Jack Starr says I would like to know the hours of operation (Jake’s Tree Service).  The Police don’t show up and I’d like to know 
why? 
 
Councilman Green says we feel your pain and concerns.  We’ve had a number of meetings as Mayor and Council on this issue.  
l believe the Mayor took a tour of the Facility and had met with the Owner and looked up all the records.  Unfortunately, they’ve 
done all the proper Zoning/Meetings that they were supposed to do under the Previous Administration. 
 
Mr. Starr says I have to differ on that because he just recently knocked down three houses between Kerlin and Urich.  All of a 
sudden you knock down three houses and make that commercial?  That’s residential.  There was no Zoning Meeting with that to 
turn it from Residential to Commercial. 
 
Deputy West says in the meantime People are suffering with different health issues.  It’s time for us to stop having the 
conversations and get some action. 
 
Councilwoman Gibson says in the conversations that we have been having it was stated that we would begin to start fining 
Jake’s Tree Service for the noise ordinances.  So I think we should move forward with issuing the fines. 
 
Dennis DeRosa says I’m here about Residential Parking which our area has been designated as.  In my job I used to review 
proposed Ordinances for compliance with State Municipalities Planning Code.  I looked at the Ordinance that Mr. Tibbles sent 
me and I see many holes in the Ordinance as far as a lack of cross references, illustrations, and the criteria for inclusion into the 
residential parking zones.  I don’t know what the objectives or the goals are for this (inaudible).  If it’s to address or restrict 
Hospital Employees from parking in residential streets I don’t know how charging the Residents a fee every year is going to 
accomplish that task.  I don’t see how this Ordinance is valid.  I think it is subject to challenge as written.  If I was reviewing it I 
would suggest making some changes so that it would be more of a complete Ordinance.  Perhaps someone from the City could 
give me a call and tell me what the goals and objectives are of this Ordinance. 
 
Deputy Mayor West says Chief of Staff, can we have someone call Mr. DeRosa. 
 



Thomas Moore, Chief of Staff says I will meet with him after the meeting. 
 
Councilman Green says I think a number of People throughout the City have some questions and concerns about this parking.  I 
did ask if we could have a Community Meeting to really get in depth of the whole Parking situation and it was said Premium 
Parking wasn’t ready yet.  So it’s my hope that they are now ready. 
 
Thomas Moore, Chief of Staff says we just had a meeting with Premium Parking last week and one of the things we are 
conducting right now is there is an analysis taking place right now that is being done by Premium Parking.  One of the 
components of that is we will have a Community Meeting which will probably be the first week of December at Widener. 
 
Kalean Thompkins says I’m asking if there is anything that can be done about the noise on Saturday mornings about between 
10:30a-11a until about 3p.  We are bombarded with a group, I think is called the Hebrew Israelites, who are at 9th & Kerlin.  I 
have called the Police and they told me that they have a permit and there is nothing that they can do. 
 
Deputy Mayor West says we have to look into this a little bit further. 
 
Councilwoman Gibson says what permit did they get and who gave the permit to be there. 
 
Joni Asbury says (see attachment #1). 
 
Emma Irving says we have lot of these Dominicans coming in on Nolan Street and having weekend parties from Friday straight 
to Monday morning.  I had a bad confrontation with them.  They park everywhere.  They jump the sidewalks/curbs.  We tried to 
talk to them and first thing they do is throw their hands up and say we don’t speak English.  We have to clean up.  I called the 
Police.  They came out and instead of telling them the party is over with, cut it down.  They’ll turn the music down but once the 
Police leave they turn it right back up. 
 
Deputy Mayor West says all weekend long through the night. 
 
Ms. Irving says from Friday straight up to late Sunday night/early Monday morning.  It’s the 2700 Block of Nolan Street on the 
open lot.   At 2706 Nolan Street there is a big gigantic tree and I am afraid that the tree is going to fall.   
 
Deputy Mayor West says Commissioner Gretsky, I would like to see a resolution before someone gets hurt. 
 
Amin Abdul Salim says I hear some really strong concerns.  These concerns will be eradicated by our Lord.  (Inaudible) by our 
Lord.  A lot of this is preventing us from hearing the word of our Lord.  If all the seas and oceans were (inaudible) be exhausted.  
We only heard a little bit of our Lord.  We don’t have everything yet.  These problems…these problems…We are not giving up.  
We are People of Faith. 
 
Reverend Thaddeus Kirkland, Community Baptist Church says I wanted to come and correct the record/straighten out some 
concerns from something that was said at the 10/9/24 Council Meeting.  Councilman Davis had indicated that I had left the 
Meeting before it was over and indicated that when I was talking about the salaries and talking about the persons who are 
working with the Receiver that the City is not paying for those salaries.  Just to be clear, if you are a Taxpayer (Federal, State, 
Local) you pay salaries.  My focus was not on who pays the salaries.  My focus was on you have the Receiver and you have his 
team come in as a team.   Mr. Buffaloe, working with his Economics and Mr. VJ Kapoor, working as his Chief of Staff.  That’s 
how they came in.  Now they are Chief of Staff…Economic Person/Consultants.  The question I have today, if that is so and they 
have been here 4 years show me/tell me one project that has been completed that warrants 1.5 million dollar salary?  I just 
wanted to make sure and that’s why I raised that question and I would hope that Council will too.  How does one turn from your 
teammate to your consultant and make the kind of money that persons are making.  When you have an answer for that please 
let me know.  Mr. Thomas is right.  We’ve had this conversation about Jake’s and there are members of Council that was on 
Council at the same time as I was.  You just came aboard.  Jake’s was a much much smaller operation.  We addressed the soot, 
the grinding of trees and debris in the evening and the noise.  They have doubled and almost tripled their operation.  I’ve been 
down there.  They have not honored their contract and it is wrong for them to be putting the Residents through this process.  If 
need be we need to go down there and march like we used let’s do what we need to because they cannot dishonor and will not 
dishonor this Community and these Residents. 
 



Deputy Mayor West says when we had communicated with Jake’s before when I was a part of that Administration it was a lot 
different than what it is now. 
 
Rosetta Carter, Health Department says thank you to the Council Members for serving the Veteran’s at our Veteran’s Day 
Luncheon.  We are having a Thanksgiving Luncheon in partnership with the Chester Upland School District today @ 12p and we 
would like to extend an invitation to each one who is available.  We are having a Vaccine Clinic today in the Resource Center 
from 11a-2p.  I don’t know who’s responsible for the renovation of the Community Room, they did a great job.  It is beautiful! 
 
Margaret Brown says I would like to address Mr. Thomas remarked about (inaudible) dirt.  For two years or more I’ve been 
fighting the same thing down on 291 & Ward Street.  The dirt was being dumped there from Memorial Park.  My concern was 
what’s in that dirt and health issues to the Community.  Is it contamination whatever is coming up that I constant nose bleeds.  I 
was told to call Stormwater.  Nothing can be done about it he told me.   The Company has permission to dump it there.  
Something has to be done about that lot.  At 291 & Mill Street that tree is still falling down.  Who is in charge?  A person moved 
out a home across the street from me (215 Ward Street) and the Buyer of that house came in and they moved all of the trash in 
the house out on the sidewalk and it’s been two weeks.  It’s beginning to blow up and down the street.  I also want to thank the 
Council whoever was in charge of that we have no more dumping at the end of Ward Street. 
 
Deputy Mayor West says L& I Director is here and she has the address and she will look into that matter.  With regards to the 
tree that will be Public Works.  The dumping of the dirt is a Stormwater issue.  You can call (Stormwater) and ask to speak to 
Bruce Conner. 
 
 

**Public Comment addresses are in the City Clerk’s Office 
 
 
 

MAYOR AND COUNCIL REMARKS 
 

 
Councilwoman Gibson says the Toys for Tots deadline is this Friday. 
 
Councilman Davis says the application for the Home Town Heroes Program is available downstairs at the Front Desk in the 
Lobby and it is also available on-line.  This is the first time in Chester’s history that we’ll be having the Hometown Heroes 
Banners in our Community. 
 
Deputy Mayor West says a shot out to the Boys & Girls Club for serving 400 Families and thank you for their continued support 
for our Children and the Chester Community.  It deeply disturbs me about the situation on West 5th Street where members of our 
Community is being impacted on a health perspective.  We really are going to have to work together.  Our Mayor, keep him in 
prayer.  He’s away at a Conference.  Let’s pray for safe travels for him.  Commissioner, I will follow up with you about the 
situation up around Beverly Lane. 
 
Justin Tibbles, Special Assistant to the Mayor & Constituent Affairs Manager says (see attachment #2). 
 
Deputy Mayor West says VETERAN’S WE THANK YOU FOR YOUR SERVICE!! 
 
 
 
 

There being no other business to come before Council, the meeting was adjourned at 11:13am. 
  
 
       Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
NOVEMBER 13, 2024     Candice Newsome, City Clerk 
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