COUNCIL CHAMBERS
SEPTEMBER 25, 2024

MEETING OF THE
COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHESTER

A regular meeting of the Council of the City of Chester was held on the above date at 10:03am with Mayor Roots
presiding. A prayer was said by Reverend Eric Carr, Pastor of St. Daniels United Methodist Church, followed by the Pledge
of Allegiance. The roll was called and the following were present;

Tameka Gibson
Fred Green
Portia West

Shy’'Quan Davis

Mayor Stefan Roots

On motion of Councilor West, seconded by Councilor Green, the minutes of the previous meeting (September 11,
2024) were approved. The following vote was taken: Yeas: Gibson, Green, West, Davis, Mayor Roots. Nays: 0.

Mayor Roots asked if anyone in the audience had any comments on Agenda items only.

Livia Smith says | attended your Budget and Finance Committee Meeting this week and | just want to be clear for the folks that
were not there that the City is able to pay all bills including pensions for the year 2024. Did | get that quoted correctly?

Councilman Davis says yes Ma’am.
Ms. Smith says is there any written documentation for the public to look at to see the validity of that particular statement.

Councilman Davis says at this Council Meeting this morning there is not a physical printout of that information on hand but we
can get that information for any member of the public who would like to request it.

Ms. Smith says thank you. Lastly, a R-100 (Approval of the Intermunicipal Cooperation Agreement) | understand that it is three
(3) different Municipalities. What is the usage for that particular grant?

Councilman Davis says that money is used directly for our Police Department for specific things but that is up to the Police
Department and their jurisdiction on how they want to use those funds.

Ms. Smith says so that's additional funds that the Police Department is getting from the County with their Cooperation
Agreement.

Ken Schuster, City Solicitor says correct.

NEW BUSINESS:

Councilwoman West says today some of our Residents experienced the power outage. | think there were about
7,000 PECO Customers who have experienced this outage throughout the Region. It was due to equipment failure.

Councilman Davis says in conjunction with the Public Works Department, State Representative Carol Kazeem and
Mayor and Council, | would like to announce that we will be starting the Hometown Heroes Program in the City of Chester.
Applications will be available October 1 — January 1. The Program will be honoring Military Veterans, Teachers, First
Responders, Fire Department and Police Officers. The installment will be free. However, the Banners will be $190.00.



Councilman Green says thank you Councilman Davis.

Amani Reed, Southeast Regional Coordinator of the Department of Environmental Protection (see attachment
#).

Councilman Green says I'd like to send my thoughts and prayers to Former Councilwoman Patricia Lewis-West Family.
She passed earlier this week.

Councilman Green says along with myself, I'd like to thank Councilman Davis and Councilman Will Griffin from
Lansdowne Borough Council. We held a Workforce Development Training (OSHA (inaudible) Training) at Local 413, this past
week. We were able to certify nine (9) Chester Residents. I'd like to also thank Local 413 for their participation in it as well.

Mayor Roots says we hired six (6) of the (21) Per Diem Public Works/Parks employees. Yesterday morning the
switch was flipped for the Fountain at Ethel Waters Park. Also see (attachment #2). ['d like to introduce our Interim Human
Resources Director, Ms. Kennedy. Due to some threats to our Schools, Chester Community Charter School and Drexel
Neumann School, were shut down for the day.

OLD BUSINESS:

Budget and Finance Committee:

Chair Davis, Roots, West

The Committee met on September 23, 2024, to discuss the July and months prior Financial Statements; there are no future
meetings scheduled at this time.

Public Works Committee:

Chair West, Green, Gibson-Williams

The Committee met on September 23, 2024, to discuss amending Ordinance 901.13 entitled Backfilling and Repaving; there are
no future meetings scheduled at this time.

Mayor Roots says the 6th Street Bridge, the Pennsylvania Department of Transportation has announced that they’re
incorporating the 6t Street Bridge Replacement Project into their 2025-2028 Transportation Improvement Program (TIP).

The City Clerk proceeded with the reading of the Ordinances.

BILL NO.7
ORD. 6, 2024
AN ORDINANCE
LAST AND FINAL READING

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF CHESTER, DELAWARE COUNTY,
PENNSYLVANIA, AMENDING ORDINANCE NUMBER 16 OF 2023,
ENTITLED “2024 BUDGET” PROVIDING FOR COMPENSATION
ADJUSTMENTS, CORRECTIONS, MODIFICATIONS AND CHANGES
IN ORGANIZATIONAL ALIGNMENTS FOR USE DURING THE 2024
CALENDAR YEAR AND REPEALING ALL ORDINANCES OR PARTS
OF ORDINANCES INCONSISTENT THEREWITH.

On motion of Councilor West, seconded by Councilor Gibson, BILL #7 WAS PASSED ON ITS LAST AND FINAL
READING. The following vote was taken: Yeas: Gibson, West, Davis, Mayor Roots. Nays: Green.

BILL NO. 8



ORD. 7, 2024

AN ORDINANCE
LAST AND FINAL READING

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF CHESTER, DELAWARE COUNTY,
PENNSYLVANIA, REPEALING ARTICLE 133, ENTITLED “CIVIL SERVICE”,
INITS ENTIRETY, AND ENACTING NEW ARTICLE 133 ENTITLED “POLICE
& FIRE CIVIL SERVICE COMMISSION” OF THE CODIFIED ORDINANCES
OF THE CITY OF CHESTER, PENNSYLVANIA, 1978, AS SUPPLEMENTED
AND AMENDED, TO PROVIDE FOR AND OVERSEE THE EXAMINATION OF
APPLICANTS FOR AN APPOINTMENT TO ANY POSITION THAT REQUIRES
TESTING, IN THE POLICE AND FIRE DEPARTMENTS; AND REPEALING
ALL ORDINANCES OR PARTS OF ORDINANCES INCONSISTENT
THEREWITH.

On motion of Councilor West, seconded by Councilor Green, BILL #8 WAS PASSED ON ITS LAST AND FINAL
READING. The following vote was taken: Yeas: Gibson, Green, West, Davis, Mayor Roots. Nays: 0.

BILL NO. 9
ORD.__ , 2024

AN ORDINANCE
FIRST READING

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF CHESTER, DELAWARE COUNTY,
PENNSYLVANIA, AMENDING 901.13 ENTITLED “BACKFILLING

AND REPAVING” OF ARTICLE 901 ENTITLED “EXCAVATIONS”

OF THE CODIFIED ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF CHESTER, 1978,

AS SUPPLEMENTED AND AMENDED BY ADDING NEW SUBSECTION

(c) TO 901.13 TO INCLUDE CIRCUMSTANCES FOR BASE REPAIR,
SURFACE MILLING AND OVERLAY AND REPEALING ALL ORDINANCES
OR PARTS OF ORDINANCES INCONSISTENT THEREWITH.

On motion of Councilor West, seconded by Councilor Green, BILL #9 WAS PASSED ON ITS FIRST READING. The
following vote was taken: Yeas: Gibson, Green, West, Davis, Mayor Roots. Nays: 0.

The City Clerk proceeded with the reading of the Resolutions.

RESOLUTION
WHEREAS, the following individuals have requested a handicapped parking zone:

1. Ana Gonzalez, 3014 West 11t Street, Chester, PA 19013; and
2. LynnK. Lee, 2503 West 6t Street, Chester, PA 19013

WHEREAS, after a thorough investigation by the Department of Public Works, it has been determined the
aforementioned individuals have met all of the required criteria and have a need for said handicapped parking zone.

NOW, THEREFORE, THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHESTER DOES RESOLVE:

That it does hereby authorize the proper City officials to install a handicapped parking zone in the 3000 Block of West
11t Street, and in the 2500 Block of West 6t Street, in the City of Chester.



On motion of Councilor West, seconded by Councilor Green, the above Resolution was adopted. The following vote
was taken: Yeas: Gibson, Green, West, Davis, Mayor Roots. Nays: 0.

RESOLUTION

WHEREAS, Chester City Council approved entering into a Memorandum of Understanding (“MOU") with the County of
Delaware (“County”) for the deployment of County law enforcement/emergency services personnel beginning July 15, 2024 until
September 9, 2024; and

WHEREAS, the City of Chester Police Department (“Police Department”) is experiencing a critical staff shortage; and

WHEREAS, the County desires to continue to assist the Police Department to supplement its staff with grant funds
they received from the Pennsylvania Commission on Crime and Delinquency (“PCCD”), in an amount not to exceed Two
Hundred Thousand Dollars ($200,000.00).

NOW, THEREFORE, THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHESTER DOES RESOLVE:

That it does hereby ratify approval of the amended MOU between the City of Chester Police Department and the
County of Delaware for the deployment of County law enforcement/emergency services personnel to continue until the sooner of
(1) December 31, 2024, or (2) the available PCCD Grant Funds (as defined in the MOU) has been fully expended.

FURTHER, all other terms and conditions of the MOU remain in full force and effect.

EVEN FURTHER, it does authorize the Mayor to sign the MOU for and on behalf of the City of Chester Police
Department.

On motion of Councilor West, seconded by Councilor Green, the above Resolution was adopted. The following vote
was taken: Yeas: Gibson, Green, West, Davis, Mayor Roots. Nays: 0.

RESOLUTION

WHEREAS, the City of Chester received a recommendation to consider an alternative provider of workers
compensation insurance; and

WHEREAS, five companies were selected and the award is based on experience, plan availability, and cost.
NOW, THEREFORE, THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHESTER DOES RESOLVE:

That it does hereby ratify the appointment of Assured Partners Murray as the City’s Broker of Record and exclusive
insurance representative for Workers Compensation Insurance.

FURTHER, it does ratify the notification to the City’s prior workers compensation provider.

EVEN FURTHER, the Mayor and City Clerk are authorized and directed to execute all documents necessary for and
on behalf of the City of Chester pursuant to this appointment.

On motion of Councilor West, seconded by Councilor Green, the above Resolution was adopted. The following vote
was taken: Yeas: Gibson, Green, West, Davis, Mayor Roots. Nays: 0.

RESOLUTION

WHEREAS, the City of Chester was designated as a distressed municipality under the authority of the Municipalities
Financial Recovery Act on April 25, 1996; and



WHEREAS, the City of Chester desires to make an application for financial aid by way of loans, grants, and otherwise
under and by authority of the Municipalities Financial Recovery Act, Act 47 of 1987; and

WHEREAS, the Pennsylvania Department of Economic and Community Development makes available loans and
grants-in-aid to such projects through the Municipalities Financial Recovery program for projects that implement adopted
recovery plan strategies.

NOW, THEREFORE, THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHESTER DOES RESOLVE:

That the Elected Council of the City of Chester is hereby authorized to make an application for such a loan or grant
under the authority of the Municipalities Financial Recovery Act.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the proper officers of the City of Chester are hereby authorized on behalf of the
City of Chester to execute applications, agreements, contracts or other documents necessary to apply for and to secure aid for
the City of Chester, from the Department of Community and Economic Development under and by authority of the Municipalities
Financial Recovery Act.

On motion of Councilor West, seconded by Councilor Green, the above Resolution was adopted. The following vote
was taken: Yeas: Gibson, Green, West, Davis, Mayor Roots. Nays: 0.

RESOLUTION

THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHESTER DOES RESOLVE:

That it does hereby approve an Intermunicipal Cooperation Agreement between the City of Chester, Darby Borough,
and Upper Darby Township to receive allocated funds in the amount of Forty-seven Thousand, Five Hundred Fifty-five Dollars
($47,555.00), from the United States Department of Justice from the Edward Byrne Memorial Justice Assistance Grant (JAG)

Program Award for fiscal year 2024.

FURTHER, that it does authorize the Mayor and the City Clerk to execute said agreement for and on behalf of the City
of Chester.

On motion of Councilor West, seconded by Councilor Green, the above Resolution was adopted. The following vote
was taken: Yeas: Gibson, Green, West, Davis, Mayor Roots. Nays: 0.

RESOLUTION

WHEREAS, the City of Chester does hereby appoint Thomas Moore to the full-time position of Chief of Staff, effective
September 30, 2024, for 37.5 hours per week, with medical benefits, effective October 1, 2024; and

WHEREAS, said employment is contingent upon said individual successfully completing the sixty (60) day
probationary period.

NOW, THEREFORE, THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHESTER DOES RESOLVE:

That it does hereby appoint Thomas Moore to the position of Chief of Staff for the City of Chester, effective September
30, 2024, with a sixty (60) day probationary period and medical benefits beginning October 1, 2024.

FURTHER, if said employee fails to meet the job expectations within the sixty (60) day probation period, said employee
will no longer be eligible for the position and will be subject to termination from said position.

On motion of Councilor West, seconded by Councilor Green, the above Resolution was adopted. The following vote
was taken: Yeas: Gibson, Green, West, Davis, Mayor Roots. Nays: 0.

RESOLUTION



THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHESTER DOES RESOLVE:

That it does hereby approve the Partnership Agreement and Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) between the City
of Chester and Chester ExChange, to establish a Chester ExChange Learning Hub, to provide learning and enrichment
opportunities for any Chester student in grade K-12 who are requesting academic help.

FURTHER, that it does hereby authorize the proper City official to execute the MOU for and on behalf of the City of
Chester.

On motion of Councilor West, seconded by Councilor Green, the above Resolution was adopted.

Mayor Roots says this is once a week that Chester City Hall will be a host for an after school tutoring through an
education program here in the City.

The following vote was taken: Yeas: Gibson, Green, West, Davis, Mayor Roots. Nays: 0.

CONTROLLER’S REPORT: AMENDMENT TO 2025 MINIMUM MUNICIPAL OBLIGATION (MMO) OFFICERS &
EMPLOYEES REPORT (ATTACHMENT #3)

CHIEF OF STAFF REPORT: NONE

Interim Chief of Staff/Fire Commissioner Shirley says welcome to Tom Moore and | look forward to helping you transition into
your role.

Tom Moore, Chief of Staff (beginning September 30, 2024) says | am humbled to be able to work with members of Council
again. | am ready to roll up my sleeves and get started and provide you the assistance you need. You will be proud of the
decision you made.

Mayor Roots says just for clarity...Mr. Leonard Lightner was the Chief of Staff. When he left we had our Fire
Commissioner Shirley step in as the Interim Chief of Staff. Until now as we went through the process as of hiring Tom Moore as
the Chief of Staff. You're likely to hear the title change to City Administrator. We are really happy to have him contribute...thank
you, thank you, thank you.

Councilwoman West says | am very happy that Mr. Moore is back with us. Thank you Commissioner Shirley for your
support for these last few months.

Ken Schuster, City Solicitor says welcome back Tom.

Councilman Davis says welcome back (Tom). | am looking forward to seeing where you can help us go as a
Community.

Councilman Green says welcome aboard (Tom). Thank you for accepting the position. To Commissioner Shirley, |
want to thank you for all your hard work and dedication.

Councilwoman Gibson says Commissioner Shirley, thank you so very much for all you have done. Mr. Tom, | am so
happy that you are here and a Resident of the City of Chester.

Fire Commissioner Shirley says thank you for the opportunity to allow me to serve as the Interim. It was my honor to
serve.



Public Comment

Ralph Williams says football games at Memorial Park...people are parking in the back of my home and they are blocking my
driveway/street to get to my driveway. Mr. Davis thank you for the plaques you want to put up. Bankruptcy procedures...is there
any way possible at one of the meetings you can inform the People of Chester about the (inaudible).

Mayor Roots says are you asking for an information session.
Mr. Williams says yes.
Mayor Roots says we can look to schedule a couple of sessions.

Debbie Chychota says for the past (7) seven years I've been a part of the William Penn Landing spot. On October 25 @ 1p., |
am inviting all of City Council and members of Chester to be a part of the 342" landing of William Penn at 100 Penn Street at
the Monument. In the event of rain we do hold it in the Community Room at City Hall.

Carol Fireng says tonight at 7p at the Hedgerow Theatre on Manchester Avenue in Rose Valley...they are going to have an
author, Tim McGrath, who wrote a book on President Monroe, for a book signing. (See the FYI attachment for information on
the Lafayette Farewell Tour). We now have a Historic Museum in the City of Chester. It's in the High School. The Chester
City Courthouse is 300 years old this year!! What is the City doing for the 300t Anniversary of the Courthouse? Who do | speak
with?

Councilman Green says | would like to thank you for always trying to preserve the History of Chester and really educating the
People on the History of Chester. In terms of the 300t Anniversary, | will hope that Amanda Johnson can help.

Mayor Roots says there is a ton of History here. We have to take advantage of the History here and leave Markers/Signs so that
we can increase tourism.

Councilman Green says one of the things Ms. Carol asked was if we could create some kind of History Commission to work with
her Organization to really try to make Chester a Tourist Destination.

Andrea Campbell says thank you whoever cleaned up 720 West 9t Street. From Lincoln Street all the way down to Five Points
on Kerlin Street ask them to clean up their store fronts. Clean up those benches. People are sleeping on those benches. This
is not good. | need to know who | can stay in contact with to make sure they stay consistent in taking care of this area.

Livia Smith says trash...since the County has taken over the inspections of these stores who’s in charge of the exterior of these
stores because if you go where Lucky 7 is on Melrose and Morton Avenue there is trash all the way down that strip. Is it the
City? I went to the County Council last week addressing the Deshong Museum. There is a tree growing out of the roof of the
Deshong Museum. They said “well we really don’t own it. It's under the Delaware County Redevelopment Authority and the
Delaware County Industrial Authority. They used all the money up and you may want to go and mention it to your Local
Government and how your Local Government can have these conversations with these Authorities to take care of the situation in
Deshong”. They said there is development in the other lot with a sign for Governor Corbett to improvements of Deshong Project
that is still there and he hasn’t been the Governor in quite some time. If we can get in touch with the owner to remove that sign.
If someone can look out and have that conversation.

Karla Beaver says | am here to address Butler Street/Lincoln Street/MacDonald Street/Concord Ave/Kerlin Street. Something
has to be done. | sent you'll a picture. Cars are parked to the stop sign on Concord Avenue/Butler Street. Cops ride by and
they do nothing about it. These cars should be ticketed. We have the tree branches covering our lights. We need lights on
Butler Street. It's dark at night. We have people with their dogs pooping all over across the street from my house. We need
signs up there if they don't clean it up they get a fine. But that parking lot needs to stay like itis. The (inaudible) that they put the
grease in that been there for over 10 years that needs to go. They need to put a lock on that gate where trash goes at.

Mayor Roots says what she is referring to is the Siddig’'s Property on 9t & Butler. We have put up barriers so that cars can’t
park in there. We have towed cars and picked up dumping. But that's Private Property.



Judy Richards, Deputy Director of Inspectors says | would have to pull the files. The normal process is we would go out and take
pictures. We send violation letters. If nothing is done we take it to the Magistrate. They go from there. Sometimes the
addresses are no good. Sometimes it takes the Magistrate up to six months for us to even get a hearing date.

William Dykes says | have a concern on my block. | live on Hughes Street and it's a narrow one way. We have cars speeding
through that area. We got cars coming up the wrong way. Can we get a sign that says “Do Not Enter"? (Butler Street too)

Mayor Roots says yes. You can talk to Andrew. He will help you.

Joni Asbury says | was here last time and | complained about the amount of halfway houses/recovery centers that have
appeared between 24t and 23 Street. | know it is being handled by the Planning Committee but | also brought up who are the
people that are staying in these houses. No one has ever given anyone in my neighborhood any information on that. | did
some research. So far | went on Meaghan’s List and | found individuals. One lives right behind me. | think that's something the
City should be looking into. Some of these Men that lives in these places work. Is the City getting that tax money from these
people working?

Mayor Roots says I've been in conversation with our Zoning/Planning Department to get some idea of what they are seeing on
their end. What we are going to do is have Intergovernmental Committee Meetings just on this topic of Halfway Houses in
Chester.

Randall Robinson says there is an abandoned/half torn down house next to me. It can’t be demolished because it's adjacent to
the other buildings. There is a homeless man that lives in there. When | said something to him he lifted up his shirt and showed
me his gun. | sent the information to the Police. He is following me.

Mayor Roots says the Commissioner will touch base with you before you leave.

Amin Abdul Salim says you are not a manager of their affairs. You are affair(s). God said (inaudible) prayer in our soul. The
day our soul is opening up. The day that the slave girl will give birth to her master. God is raising us to give birth. (Inaudible)
the truth and knowledge is going to come to us. Let them come to us. We can accept ideas that are coming in through the City
but you got to come right.

Calvin Church says some time ago we talked about the Landlord issues with L&I. We didn’t get anything resolved yet because
Lightner is no longer with us. So we didn’t get our Resolution or anything to that magnitude on how we was going to straighten
this matter out. No one has called us for a follow up meeting. | did touch base with Ms. Hall. She had some great ideas. Now |
find out she is no longer with us. When will we get this Resolution as far as what's going on with the Landlords and the letters
that we received? Congratulations to Tom Moore.

Mayor Roots says we will discuss that with our new Chief of Staff.

**Public Comment addresses are in the City Clerk’s Office

Commissioner Gretsky says our Investigation Unit intercepted a Social Media Posts of threats towards the Church/Schools
here in the City. |just received a text that we have the Juvenile in custody. If you are feeling threatened | will give you my
personal number. We will take care of the problem for you.

Rosetta Carter says thank you, Mayor and Council, for attending our Church 105t Anniversary last Sunday and also for staying
for the unveiling of the Marker for Bishop Samuel Ellis. October is Breast Cancer Awareness Month. We have a luncheon
planned for October 16t. We have COVID kits available in the Health Department.  Tomorrow, 9/26, we will have another
vaccine clinic here in the City of Chester in the Community Room from 9a-11a. Bring your Insurance Card. Let's keep our City
safe.



MAYOR AND COUNCIL REMARKS

Mayor Roots says Ralph Williams...parking over there on that Ward Street Area we know that needs to be addressed. Here’s a
case that was reported back to me that your neighborhood would be open to having Residential Parking Permits. We are
working on that. Ms. Smith...Deshong...you should be aware that the Delaware County Industrial Authority is still the custodian
of the property. They are preparing another Request for Proposal to see if there is any prospects of Developers who want to put
projects up there.

Councilwoman Gibson says | can appreciate Mr. Salim and some of the things that he say.  Thank you Mr. Hayman for the
awesome job you are doing. | think you are really moving the City into a positive direction.

Councilman Davis says Mr. Ralph Williams, thank you for your service. | feel as though we can come together as a
Community for our Hometown Heroes (helping with the price of $190 (ex. selling dinners, etc.)).
Mayor Roots says (see attachment #4)

There being no other business to come before Council, the meeting was adjourned at 12:10pm.

Respectfully submitted,

SEPTEMBER 25, 2024 Candice Newsome, City Clerk



