
  

City of Chester 
           Deliberative Meeting Agenda 

       City Council 

One 4th Street  
Chester, PA 19013 

 
Monday, September 23, 2024 2:00 PM Council Chambers 

  
ORDINANCE (To be voted on):  
 
Final Reading of Bill No. 7, Ordinance No. 6, as amended, Amending Ordinance #16 of 2023 

- Amending ordinance #16 of 2023, entitled, “2024 Budget” providing for compensation 
adjustments, corrections, modifications and changes in organizational alignments for use 
during the 2024 calendar year. 
 

Final Reading of Bill No. 8, Ordinance No. 7, Enacting new Article 133, entitled “Police & Fire 
Civil Service Commission”  

- Amending Article 133, entitled “Civil Service”,  in its entirety, and enacting new Article 133, 
entitled “Police & Fire Civil Service Commission” of the Codified Ordinances of the City of 
Chester, Pennsylvania, 1978, as supplemented and amended, to provide for and oversee the 
examination of applicants for appointment to any position that requires testing in the Police 
and Fire Departments. 
 

First Reading of Bill No. 9, Amending Article 901, entitled “Excavations”  
- Amending Article 901, entitled “Excavations”, of the Codified Ordinances of the City of 

Chester, by adding new Subsection (c) to 901.13, entitled “Backfilling and Repaving” to 
include circumstances for base repair, surface milling and overlay. 

 
RESOLUTIONS FOR FINAL PASSAGE (To be Voted On):  
R – 96 

Authorize approval to install a handicapped parking zone in the 3000 Block of West 11th Street 
and in the 2500 Block of West 6th Street.  
 
Submitted By: Andrew Hayman, Director of Public Works  
Attachments:  Resolution 
 

R – 97 
Authorize approval of the Memorandum of Understanding with the County of Delaware to 
extend the deployment of County law enforcement/emergency services personnel. 
 
Submitted by:  Police Commissioner Gretsky 
Sponsors:  N/A  
Attachments:  Resolution  
 

R – 98 
Authorize approval for the appointment of a new broker of record for the City’s workers 
compensation insuranace provider.  
 
Submitted By: J.P. Shirley, Interim Chief of Staff  
Attachments:  Resolution 
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R – 99 
Authorize approval to submit an application to the Department of Economic and Communityy 
Development under the authority of the Municipalities Financial Recovery Act.  
 
Submitted By: J.P. Shirley, Interim Chief of Staff  
Attachments:  Resolution 
 

R – 100 
Authorize approval of an Intermunicipal Cooperation Agreement to received allocated funds 
from the Department fo Justice from the Edward Byrn Memorial Justice Assistance Grant for 
fiscal year 2024.   
 
Submitted By: Solicitor Schuster   
Attachments:  Resolution 
 

R – 101 
Authorize the appointment of a City Administrator.   
 
Submitted By: J. P. Shirley, Interim Chief of Staff    
Attachments:  Resolution 
 
 

ADJOURN 
Council meetings are held on the second and fourth Wednesday of each month beginning at 10:00 AM in Council 
Chambers, with the exception of every other month when the Council meets on the second Wednesday at 7:00 
PM. For copies of the agenda or meeting announcements, please visit our website at www.Chestercity.com or 
contact the City Clerk at CNewsome@chestercity.com to receive an email notice of the meetings. 

http://www.chestercity.com/
mailto:CNewsome@chestercity.com


                                                                                                         BILL NO.               7   
         
                                                                                                          1st READING:   9/11/2024    
 
                                                                                                         PASSED:             9/25/2024                           

 

 
NO.    6    , 2024 

 
AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF CHESTER, 
DELAWARE COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA, AMENDING 
ORDINANCE NUMBER 16 OF 2023, ENTITLED “2024 
BUDGET” PROVIDING FOR COMPENSATION 
ADJUSTMENTS, CORRECTIONS, MODIFICATIONS AND 
CHANGES IN ORGANIZATIONAL ALIGNMENTS FOR 
USE DURING THE 2024 CALENDAR YEAR AND 
REPEALING ALL ORDINANCES OR PARTS OF 
ORDINANCES INCONSISTENT THEREWITH. 

 
THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHESTER DOES ORDAIN: 

SECTION 1. That all Ordinances or parts of Ordinances inconsistent with the provisions 
of this Ordinance are hereby repealed.  If any section, part or clause of this Ordinance is declared 
invalid or unconstitutional by a court of competent jurisdiction, the reminder of this Ordinance 
shall remain valid and in full force and effect. 

 SECTION 2. That all Ordinances or parts of Ordinance inconsistent with the provisions 
of this Ordinance, be and they are hereby repealed. 
 
 WE HEREBY CERTIFY that this Ordinance passed Council this 25th day of 
September, A.D. 2024. 
 
        ____________________________ 
                             MAYOR 
 
       Attest: ____________________________ 
                                     CITY CLERK 



BILL NO.______8  _______ 
 
1st READING_  9/11/2024        
 
PASSED__        9/25/2024                       

 
 

NO.__7__, 2024 
 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF CHESTER, 
DELAWARE COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA, REPEALING 
ARTICLE 133, ENTITLED “CIVIL SERVICE”,  IN ITS 
ENTIRETY, AND ENACTING NEW ARTICLE 133 
ENTITLED “POLICE & FIRE CIVIL SERVICE 
COMMISSION”  OF THE CODIFIED ORDINANCES OF 
THE CITY OF CHESTER, PENNSYLVANIA, 1978, AS 
SUPPLEMENTED AND AMENDED, TO PROVIDE FOR 
AND OVERSEE THE EXAMINATION OF APPLICANTS 
FOR APPOINTMENT TO ANY POSITION THAT 
REQUIRES TESTING, IN THE POLICE AND FIRE 
DEPARTMENTS; AND REPEALING ALL ORDINANCES 
OR PARTS OF ORDINANCES INCONSISTENT 
THEREWITH. 

 
THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHESTER DOES ORDAIN: 

 
SECTION 1. Article 133 entitled “CIVIL SERVICE”, is hereby repealed in its entirety.  

 
SECTION 2.  A new Article 133, entitled “POLICE & FIRE CIVIL SERVICE 

COMMISSION” is hereby enacted to read as follows:  
 

133.01 Legislative Authority; Intent 
Pursuant to the Third-Class City Code, as amended, §14401 et seq. (Civil Service) and 
Sections 604 and 611 of the Charter of the City of Chester, the Mayor and Council of the City 
of Chester to hereby establish the Police and Fire Civil Service Commission. The Civil Service 
Commission shall provide for and oversee the examination of applicants for appointment to 
any position in the Police or Fire Department. 
 
133.02 Membership; Appointment; Quorum 
The Commission shall consist of three residents of the City of Chester who shall be appointed 
by the Mayor and Council for a term of four years or until their successors are appointed. No 
City officer, official or employee shall be eligible for appointment to the Police and Fire Civil 
Service Commission. Two members of the Commission shall constitute a quorum necessary for 
the transaction of business of the Commission. 
 
133.03 Terms 
Upon the establishment of the Police and Fire Civil Service Commission, the terms of 
members of the Commission shall be staggered. The Mayor and Council shall initially appoint 
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to the Commission one person to serve for two years, one person to serve for three years, and 
one person to serve for four years. Upon the expiration of the term of any member, a successor 
shall be appointed by the Mayor and Council to serve upon the Commission for a term of four 
years. If any vacancies occur, they shall be filled by the Mayor and Council for the unexpired 
term. 

 
Each of the members, before entering upon the duties of the office, shall take and subscribe to 
the oath of office prescribed by 53 Pa.C.S.A. § 1141 and file the same, duly certified by the 
officer administering it, with the City Clerk. No salary or other compensation shall be paid to 
any member of the Commission. After organizing, the Commission shall elect one of its 
members as Chairperson and one member as Vice Chairperson. The Commission shall also 
elect one member or appoint one alternate member to act as secretary to the Commission. 
 
133.04 Alternate Members 
The Mayor and City Council may appoint no more than three residents of the City of Chester to 
serve as alternate members of the Police and Fire Civil Service Commission. No City officer, 
official or employee shall be eligible for appointment as an Alternate Member to the Police and 
Fire Civil Service Commission. The term of office of the alternate members shall be four years. 
If, by reason of absence or disqualification of a member, a quorum is not reached, the 
Chairperson shall designate as many alternate members of the Commission to sit on the 
Commission as may be needed to provide a quorum. 

 
133.05 Participation of Alternate Members 
When seated pursuant to this section, an alternate shall be entitled to participate in all 
proceedings and discussions of the Commission to the extent it is provided by law for 
Commission members, including the right to cast a vote as a voting member during the 
proceedings, and shall have all the powers and duties as set forth in this Article and as 
otherwise provided by law. Any alternate member of the Commission shall continue to serve 
on the Commission in all proceedings involving the matter or case for which the alternate was 
initially designated, until the Commission has made a final determination of the matter or 
cause (11 Pa.C.S.A. § 14403.1). 

 
133.06 Designation of Alternate Member 
Designation of an alternate pursuant to this section shall be made on a case-by-case basis in 
rotation according to the declining seniority among all alternates. Any alternate may 
participate in any proceeding or discussion of the Commission but shall not be entitled to vote 
as a member of the Commission unless designated as voting alternate member pursuant to this 
section. 

 
133.07 Powers and Duties 
The Commission shall have the power and its duty shall be to prepare and adopt rules and 
regulations, subject to approval by Council, which, in the Board's discretion, are best adapted to 
securing and maintaining the best service for the public for the selection, appointment and 
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promotion of persons who are qualified to perform the work which is the subject of the civil 
service examination as provided in this Article, and who are to be appointed and employed by 
the City of Chester. 

 
133.08 Continuation of Current Commission 
The present members of the Civil Service Commission will continue in their current appointed 
positions, provided they are not re-appointed, until the end of their term, subject only to 
revisions by the commonwealth state statutes and consolidation of the Third-Class City Code, 
11 Pa.C.S.A. 14401 et seq., pursuant to 2015, Nov. 24, P.L. 242, No. 67, Section 1, effective 
January 25, 2016. 
 
133.09 Fee 
The fee for the testing of civil service positions shall be set forth in the city’s adopted fee 
schedule. 
 

SECTION 3. REPEALER. All ordinances or resolutions or parts thereof inconsistent 
herewith or in conflict with any of the specific terms enacted hereby, to the extent of said 
inconsistencies or conflicts, are hereby specially repealed.  

 
SECTION 4. EFFECTIVE DATE. This Ordinance shall be effective immediately upon 

passage. 
 

WE HEREBY CERTIFY that this Ordinance passed Council this 25th day of 
September, A.D. 2024. 

 
 

         ________________________  
                MAYOR 
 
 

Attest: ________________________  
           CITY CLERK 



BILL NO.          9    
 
        1st READING    9/25/2024  
  
        PASSED    
 

NO.______, 2024 
 

A  N    O R D I N A N C E 
 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF CHESTER, 
DELAWARE COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA, 
AMENDING 901.13 ENTITLED “BACKFILLING 
AND REPAVING”, OF ARTICLE 901 ENTITLED 
“EXCAVATIONS” OF THE CODIFIED 
ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF CHESTER, 1978, 
AS SUPPLEMENTED AND AMENDED BY ADDING 
NEW SUBSECTION (c) TO 901.13 TO INCLUDE 
CIRCUMSTANCES FOR BASE REPAIR, SURFACE 
MILLING AND OVERLAY AND REPEALING ALL 
ORDINANCES OR PARTS OF ORDINANCES 
INCONSISTENT THEREWITH. 

 
THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHESTER DOES ORDAIN: 

 
 SECTION 1.  That  Subsection 901.13 entitled “BACKFILLING AND 
REPAVING” of Article 901 entitled “Excavations” of the Codified Ordinance of the City 
of Chester, 1978, as supplemented and amended, which reads as follows: 
 

901.13    BACKFILLING AND REPAVING. 
 
(a) Backfilling of excavation in streets shall be done in 

such manner as meets the approval of the Department. 
In case of neglect or failure on the part of any person to 
do backfilling properly the Department is hereby 
authorized to refuse the issuing of subsequent permits 
to the offending person during such time as the 
Department may determine. 
 

(b) After an opening in the Street has been backfilled and 
inspected the Department shall repave the same.  
 

Be and the same is hereby amended to read as follows: 
 

901.13    BACKFILLING AND REPAVING. 
 
(a) Backfilling of excavation in streets shall be done in 

such manner as meets the approval of the Department. 
In case of neglect or failure on the part of any person to 
do backfilling properly the Department is hereby 
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authorized to refuse the issuing of subsequent permits 
to the offending person during such time as the 
Department may determine. 
 

(b) After an opening in the street has been backfilled and 
inspected the Department shall repave the same.  

 
(c) The permittee shall include base repair, surface milling 

and overlay for the full width of the cartway, to include 
edge of paving to edge of paving for the greater of the 
entire block of 100 lineal feet, under any of the 
following circumstances: 

 
1. Where the street has been overlaid within the 

most recent five (5) years. 
2. Where openings of more than 25 square feet 

have been made within 200 linear feet of 
pavement. 

3. Where an opening of 50 continuous linear feet 
has been made.  

 
 SECTION 2.  If any sentence, clause, section or part of this article is for 
any reason found to be unconstitutional, illegal, or invalid, such unconstitutionality, 
illegality or invalidity shall not affect or impair any of the remaining provisions, 
sentences, clauses, sections, or parts of this article.  It is hereby declared as the intent of 
the City of Chester that this Article would have been adopted had the unconstitutional, 
illegal or invalid sentence, clause, section or part thereof not been included therein. 
 

SECTION 3.  That all Ordinances or parts of Ordinance inconsistent with 
the provisions of this Ordinance, be and they are hereby repealed. 
 
   WE HEREBY CERTIFY that this Ordinance passed Council this 
________day of ______________, A.D. 2024 
 
         __________________  
                  MAYOR 
 
        Attest:__________________  
                        CITY CLERK 

 



R E S O L U T I O N 

NO. 96 - 2024 

WHEREAS, the following individuals have requested a handicapped parking 
zone: 

1. Ana Gonzalez, 3014 West 11th Street, Chester, PA 19013; and
2. Lynn K. Lee, 2503 West 6th Street, Chester, PA 19013;

WHEREAS, after a thorough investigation by the Department of Public Works, it 
has been determined the aforementioned individuals have met all of the required criteria 
and have a need for said handicapped parking zone.  

NOW, THEREFORE, THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHESTER 
DOES RESOLVE: 

That it does hereby authorize the proper City officials to install a handicapped 
parking zone in the 3000 Block of West 11th Street, and in the 2500 Block of West 6th 
Street, in the City of Chester. 

WE HEREBY CERTIFY that this Resolution passed Council this 25th day of 
September, A.D. 2024. 

          _________________________ 
         MAYOR 

 Attest:__________________________ 
      CITY CLERK 



R E S O L U T I O N 

NO. 97 – 2024 

WHEREAS, Chester City Council approved entering into a Memorandum of 
Understanding (“MOU”)  with the County of Delaware (“County”) for the deployment of 
County law enforcement/emergency services personnel beginning July 15, 2024 until 
September 9, 2024; and  

WHEREAS, the City of Chester Police Department (“Police Department”) is 
experiencing a critical staff shortage; and  

WHEREAS, the County desires to continue to assist the Police Department 
to supplement its staff with grants funds they received from the Pennsylvania 
Commission on Crime and Delinquency (“PCCD”), in an amount not to exceed Two 
Hundred Thousand Dollars ($200,000.00).  

NOW, THEREFORE, THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHESTER DOES 
RESOLVE: 

That it does hereby ratify approval of the amended MOU between the City of Chester 
Police Department and the County of Delaware for the deployment of County law 
enforcement/emergency services personnel to continue until the sooner of (1) December 
31, 2024, or (2) the available PCCD Grant Funds (as defined in the MOU) has been fully 
expended. 

FURTHER, all other terms and conditions of the MOU remain in full force and 
effect. 

EVEN FURTHER, it does authorize the Mayor to sign the MOU for and on 
behalf of the City of Chester Police Department.  

WE HEREBY CERTIFY that this Resolution passed Council this 25th day of 
September, A.D. 2024. 

    _________________________ 
         MAYOR 

     Attest:_________________________ 
     CITY CLERK 



R E S O L U T I O N 

NO. 98 - 2024 

WHEREAS, the City of Chester received a recommendation to consider an 
alternative provider for workers compensation insurance; and  

WHEREAS, five companies were selected and the award is based on experience, 
plan availability, and cost. 

NOW, THEREFORE, THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHESTER 
DOES RESOLVE: 

That it does hereby ratify the appointment of Assured Partners Murray as the 
City’s Broker of Record and exclusive insurance representative for Workers 
Compensation Insurance.  

FURTHER, it does ratify the notification to the City’s prior workers 
compensation provider. 

EVEN FURTHER, the Mayor and City Clerk are authorized and directed to 
execute all documents necessary for and on behalf of the City of Chester pursuant to this 
appointment.   

WE HEREBY CERTIFY that this Resolution passed Council this 25th day of 
September, A.D. 2024. 

          _________________________ 
         MAYOR 

 Attest:__________________________ 
      CITY CLERK 



R E S O L U T I O N 

NO. 99 - 2024 

WHEREAS, the City of Chester was designated as a distressed municipality 
under the authority of the Municipalities Financial Recovery Act on April 25, 1996; and 

WHEREAS, the City of Chester desires to make an application for financial aid 
by way of loans, grants, and otherwise under and by authority of the Municipalities 
Financial Recovery Act, Act 47 of 1987; and 

WHEREAS, the Pennsylvania Department of Economic and Community 
Development makes available loans and grants-in-aid to such projects through the 
Municipalities Financial Recovery program for projects that implement adopted recovery 
plan strategies. 

NOW, THEREFORE, THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHESTER 
DOES RESOLVE: 

That the Elected Council of the City of Chester is hereby authorized to make an 
application for such a loan or grant under the authority of the Municipalities Financial 
Recovery Act.   

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the proper officers of the City of Chester 
are hereby authorized on behalf of the City of Chester to execute applications, 
agreements, contracts or other documents necessary to apply for and to secure aid for the 
City of Chester, from the Department of Community and Economic Development under 
and by authority of the Municipalities Financial Recovery Act. 

WE HEREBY CERTIFY that this Resolution passed Council this 25th day of 
September, A.D. 2024. 

________________________ 
MAYOR 

 Attest:________________________ 
         CITY CLERK 



R E S O L U T I O N 

NO. 100 - 2024 

THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHESTER DOES RESOLVE: 

That it does hereby approve an Intermunicipal Cooperation Agreement between 

the City of Chester, Darby Borough, and Upper Darby Township to receive allocated 

funds in the amount of Forty-seven Thousand Five Hundred Fifty-five Dollars 

($47,555.00), from the United States Department of Justice from the Edward Byrne 

Memorial Justice Assistance Grant (JAG) Program Award for fiscal year 2024.  

FURTHER, that it does authorize the Mayor and the City Clerk to execute said 

agreement for and on behalf of the City of Chester. 

WE HEREBY CERTIFY that this Resolution passed Council this 25th day of 

September, A.D. 2024. 

________________________ 
MAYOR 

Attest: ________________________ 
        CITY CLERK 



R E S O L U T I O N 
 

                                                            NO. 101 – 2024 
 

WHEREAS, the City of Chester hired ______________________ for the full-
time position of City Administrator, effective ____________________, 2024, for 37.5 
hours per week, with benefits and a sixty (60) day probationary period; and 

 
WHEREAS, said employment is contingent upon said individual successfully 

completing a sixty (60) day probation from the date of hire; and 
 
WHEREAS, the City is required by law to offer said employee medical benefits 

after sixty (60) consecutive days of employment, which is completed on 
__________________, 2024; and 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHESTER 

DOES RESOLVE: 
 
FURTHER, if said employee fails to meet the job expectations within the sixty 

(60) day probation, said employee will no longer be eligible for the position and will be 
subject to termination from said position. 

 
 WE HEREBY CERTIFY that this Resolution passed Council this 25th day of 
September, A.D. 2024. 
 
        ________________________  
              MAYOR 
 
 
       Attest:________________________  
                    CITY CLERK 
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